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Preface 


Some things are best explained through the use of illustrations. Jesus, 
the greatest Teacher of all time, made use of earthly illustrations to 
explain heavenly things. He used physical examples to drive home 
spiritual lessons. In one of His parables. He used an illustration of a 
King who makes preparations and consultations before going to war 
(Luke 14:31-32). The Apostle Paul writes in 2 Timothy 2:4, that those 
who are engaged in warfare do not involve themselves in civilian 
affairs. The Apostle used a war principle to explain a spiritual 
principle; that those who are serving God should not engage 
themselves in worldly matters. 


The Apostle John also writes in the book of Revelation about a war 
which happened in heaven. He writes about a dragon which made 
war with the remnant of the seed of a woman, and also of a beast 
which made war with the saints (Revelation 12:7, 17; 13:7). In the 
Bible, since the creation of the first humans (Adam and Eve) in 
Genesis, through to the end of the Holy book in Revelation, various 
battles are raging on which can simply be summarised in five words: 
WAR BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL. 


This book is made up of a series of sermons and lessons which make 
use of real war stories and probable war scenarios as examples to 
explain a spiritual war which has been going on since the history of 
mankind. Make no mistake, this is not fiction, the examples of war 
used are very real and recorded in history. The spiritual warfare is 
also real and everyone is very much involved in it. 
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It is the desire and prayer of the author of this book, that it will help 
you the dear reader on how to come out a victor in this spiritual war 
which we are nearing its end. 

Be blessed. 
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Chapter 1 - It's not over until it's over 


Hiroo Onoda was a Japanese soldier who fought in World War 11 
which ended in August 1945. He did not surrender until 29 years 
later as he thought that the war was still going on. it had to take his 
former commander to travel from Japan to Lubang island in the 
Philippines were Onoda was to convince him that the war had indeed 
ended, in the early years of his 29-year holdout, he stayed in the 
mountains with three other soldiers who also thought that the war 
had not ended and even exchanged gunfire with local cops. 

Attempts were made to inform these soldiers that the war had ended 
but they did not believe it, they thought these messages were coming 
from the enemy who wanted to deceive them. Four years after the 
war had ended one of the soldiers: Yuichi Akatsu surrendered, in 
1954 one of the 3 who was left by the name of Shoichi Shimada was 
shot by a search party looking for them and he died leaving 2 soldiers 
behind. Then in 1972 another soldier Kinshichi Kozuka was shot and 
killed by local police leaving Hiro Onoda alone. Major Taniguchi had 
to fly from Japan and meet with Onoda on 9 March 1974 and 
convinced him that the war was over. 

Hiroo and his mates assumed that the war was going on when it was 
not. This story is the analogy of my sermon which 1 shall use not as a 
comparison but as a contrast to what is happening in some people's 
lives. Some assume that the war is over yet it is still going on. This 
assumption will lead them to drop their guard because they feel they 
are in a safe zone when they are not. if you make this mistake and 
peradventure the enemy confronts you, you will become easy prey 
because you are defenceless and unprepared. 
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It's not over until it's over. 


Spiritual warfare 

I write not about a war of guns and bullets but a spiritual war whose 
size and effects are greater than all the wars combined that have 
been fought since the history of mankind. Many wars have come and 
gone but there is a spiritual war which is not over yet. 

“And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought 
with the dragon and the dragon and his angels fought, but they 
did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any 
longer. So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, 
called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he 
was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with 
/j/m" Revelation 12:7-9 

A war broke out in one of the most unlikely places, heaven that is. 
One of the warring parties was Michael the Archangel of God backed 
by his angels and the other party was the dragon. The same passage 
of the Bible which I quoted above goes on to clarify the identity of the 
dragon to be a serpent called the Devil and Satan. The dragon (Satan) 
did not fight this war alone but he had the support of his angels. We 
are not told about the kind of weapons which were used in this 
warfare, however, we are told of the results and the consequences. 
The devil and his angels were defeated and kicked out of heaven. 

God the Creator made everything perfect without any fault or 
weakness. In His creation works. He also made angels and being a 
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God of love, He gave them free-will, the power to choose. He could 
have created robots which can follow instructions without making 
their own conscious decisions whether to follow or not to, but that 
would not be love. So love being the character of God, He gave angels 
the power to make choices. Of the Angels that were made, there was 
one angel called Lucifer who occupied a high position above other 
angels. Lucifer was created perfect (read Ezekiel 28:15) but since he 
had the power of choice, he started to entertain thoughts of rebellion 
against God. 

He developed pride and wanted to exalt his position so that he could 
be worshipped by other angels instead of worshipping God (read 
Isaiah 14:12-14; Ezekiel 28:14-19). in his rebellion, he managed to 
convince one-third of God’s angels to join him. Revelation 12:4 tells 
us that the dragon (Satan) by his tail drew one-third of the stars of 
heaven, this is not a literal tail but its symbolic language which means 
lies. Isaiah 9:15 says the prophet that teaches lies is the tail. 
Revelation 1:20 tells us that stars are angels, so in simple language, 
Satan used his lies to gather the support of one-third of angels. 

War transferred to this earth 

This rebellion is what led to a war being fought in heaven and the 
subsequent relegation of Satan and his angels to earth which is now 
the new battlefield. Though the devil no longer occupies his former 
position, he still has his angelic powers. He is like a soldier who was 
fired from his job but he still has his fighting skills. 

“Therefore rejoice, 0 heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe 

to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! for the devil has 
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come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that 
he has a short time." Revelation 12:12 

Those in heaven should rejoice because the devil was kicked out 
from there and can no longer fight against them. But as he was kicked 
out from heaven he was thrown onto this planet (earth). Being a 
defeated foe, he is very angry, not only because of his defeat but also 
because he has a short time before he will be destroyed completely. 
A warning is given to us the residents of the earth because the devil 
has launched his war against us that we may we lose eternal life 
which God offers to us through Jesus Christ. 

The war might have ended in heaven but it's still going on here on 
earth whether on land or water (even in mid-air). The devil fell 
together with a third of angels and these fallen angels are also known 
as demons or evil spirits. 

As Satan was cast to this earth, he had a mission which is comprised 
of three things according to John 10:10, He came to steal, kill and to 
destroy. The devil is here on earth not in hell as some might think. At 
one point He was asked by God about where he was coming from and 
he answered, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking 
back and forth on it" (Job 1:7). Satan is here on earth, and 1 Peter 5:8 
tells us that he walks about like a roaring lion seeking whom he may 
devour. 

Everyone is involved in this war whether they know it or not, 
whether they like it or not, everyone is very much involved. Even if 
some claim that they are just civilians who have no active part to play 
in this war, they must know that even in physical wars, civilians are 
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displaced, maimed or even killed. As long as you are a civilian you 
are at a higher risk of being killed more than the soldiers because you 
don’t have weapons to defend yourself, you don't have the training 
on how to survive, you cannot seek refuge anywhere because the 
whole earth is the battlefield. So it's best you take up arms (1 talk of 
spiritual matters) and fight the war. 

This war is a war between good and evil. It is a war of allegiance as 
the devil tries to draw away people from worshipping the true God 
so that they can serve him instead. Satan wanted to be worshipped 
in heaven but his mission failed, he still wants to be worshipped by 
people on earth. Worship is not merely the act of praying but it 
involves also the issue of obedience, if you follow what God says you 
are worshipping Him, by the same token if you follow what the devil 
suggests to you, you are also worshipping him. 

1 John 3:8 says “He who sins is of the devil; for the devil has sinned 
from the beginning". Without even uttering a prayer to Satan, you can 
be aligned to him by sinning (sin is defined by 1 John 3:4 as 
committing lawlessness). 

In our everyday lives, there is a battle going on between good and 
evil, even in your own thoughts sometimes there seem to be two 
opposing voices as you are about to commit a sin. One voice which 
says 'please don't do that' as you are about to break God’s law and 
another voice saying 'go ahead it doesn't matter'. There is a clash of 
thoughts and sometimes you find yourself doing bad things which 
you didn't want to do because there is an outside force which leads 
you to do it and deep inside you know you didn't want to do it. 
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Satan used to reside in heaven, he knows the good life which exists 
there & it pains him to know that God has plans to take people there. 
This jealous causes him to fight against you so that you don't make it 
to heaven but rather you join him to the lake of fire which was 
designed for him and his angels (Matthew 25:41). The devil was 
kicked out of heaven and goes around preaching bad things about 
God, things which are not even true at all. He blames God for every 
disaster and bad things so that those who are ignorant will end up 
thinking that God is a tyrant who rules by force, yet the Bible tells us 
God is love. 

Why couldn't God just destroy Satan and his angels the moment they 
rebelled? One can ask that question. Take note, if God had done so, it 
would have sent a wrong message to other angels who had not 
rebelled. It would have appeared as if God is cruel and unjust and 
forces His creation to obey Him without them exercising their free 
will. The remaining angels could have served God out of fear of being 
destroyed rather than out of love. Therefore God permitted Satan to 
continue in existence so that his character may be exposed and God 
Himself be vindicated. 

“For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in 
heavenly places." Ephesians 6:12 

Though we exist in flesh and blood, the war that we are in is not 
physical but spiritual. Our weapons are not physical but are spiritual 
also. Our enemy is the devil and his angels. This war started in 
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heaven but it is now here on earth. Will it end? You may wonder, let 
us consider how it will end in the next chapter. 
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Chapter 2 - The Lost Battle 


In the first chapter of this book, we learnt about a war which started 
in heaven and was fought by celestial beings. In this chapter, we shall 
consider another war which happened on planet earth involving 
humans and is recorded in Kings Chapter 22. 

Jehoshaphat the king of Judah visited his counterpart Ahab the king 
of Israel. While on that trip Ahab asked Jehoshaphat if he could join 
him in a war he wanted to make against the Syrians to take the land 
of Ramoth-Gilead from them. Ahab didn't want to fight his battle 
alone, he wanted to invite Jehoshaphat to join him. Jehoshaphat 
responded to this invitation with the words: "I am as you are, my 
people as your people, my horses as your horses. Please inquire for the 
word of the LORD today." (1 Kings 22:4). 

Hear what God has to say 

Though the king of Judah had soldiers under his command, though 
he had horses to use during the war, he was not content with just 
going to this fight without first hearing what the word of the Lord 
had to say about this. 

"The horse is prepared for the day of battle. But deliverance is 

of the LORD”. Proverbs 21:31 

He knew that though you might have horses prepared and ready for 
war, though you might have the good soldiers on your side, 
deliverance (victory) comes from the Lord. So he dared not to 
venture into the war without first hearing what the word of the Lord 
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had to say. He wanted to know whether it's going to be an AYE or 
NAY from The Lord. In all that we do, let us seek to know what the 
word of God says first before embarking on that thing, lest we do 
something which is not sanctioned by God or we fail to do what God 
requires us to do and we end up in sin. Don’t just get into things 
because someone has invited you into it and you have the resources 
to do so but consult God first, pray to Him, read His word, seek 
counsel from those who fear God. 


Beware of Counterfeits 


When Ahab learnt that Jehoshaphat wanted to hear the word of the 
Lord first before embarking on this battle, he gathered about four 
hundred prophets. These were not servants of the true Lord who 
Jehoshaphat had desired to know His word but these were all false 
prophets. Let us be watchful of the likes of Ahab whom when we 
desire to hear the word of God they bring to us counterfeits in their 
numbers to mislead us. To these four hundred false prophets, Ahab 
asked: "Shall I go against Ramoth Gilead to fight, or shall I 
refrain?" And they are replied from the same page, "Go up, for the 
Lord will deliver it into the hand of the king." (1 Kings 22:6). Imagine 
four hundred prophets all saying the same thing, you would be 
tempted to think that they are speaking the truth. It would have been 
normal to see Jehoshaphat appreciating this good message coming 
from these prophets, but instead, he says “Is there not still a prophet 
of the LORD here, that we may inquire of Him?" (1 Kings 22:7). 
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Wait a minute, what is Jehoshaphat suggesting here? He still wants 
to hear from the prophet of the Lord yet he has just heard four 
hundred prophets speak? It's clear, Jehoshaphat is not deceived, he 
knows very well that these prophets who just spoke are not prophets 
of the true God hence he wants to hear from a prophet of the true 
Lord. The numbers did not convince him. No matter how many 
people might preach lies, no matter how popular they might be, lies 
remain lies. A lie will not change into truth because it has been 
preached by many people. Don't follow a lie simply because it is 
being preached or practised by many people, but follow after the 
truth no matter how unpopular it might be. 

"Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the 
way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by 
it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which 
leads to life, and there are few who find it." Matthew 7:13-14 

Notice something in the King of Judah's request, "Is there not still a 
PROPHET of the LORD here...", he uses the word Prophet (singular) 
and not prophets (plural) meaning that he was going to be satisfied 
if he was to hear just one true prophet of the Lord than the four 
hundred fake prophets. Truth is truth though presented by a few and 
lies are lies even if presented by hundreds. So the king of Israel said 
to Jehoshaphat, "There is still one man, Micaiah the son ofimlah, by 
whom we may inquire of the LORD; but I hate him, because he does not 
prophesy good concerning me, but evil." (1 Kings 22:8) 


It gets more interesting when other prophets were called in by Ahab. 
He did not invite one prophet by the name of Micaiah because he 
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hated him. This prophet was despised because he was not like the 
other four hundred prophets who prophesied "good stuff’ to please 
the king, but Micaiah spoke the truth which Ahab did not consider to 
be good to his understanding or misunderstanding thereof. Some 
folks hate those who preach the truth of God because it seems not 
good to them, they want something which excites them, they want a 
gospel which does not speak against their evil deeds but want to hear 
that which promises them prosperity. Ahab wanted to hear 
prosperity prophecies from the four hundred prophets rather than 
the truth from Micaiah. Even in these last days, it is so. 

For the time will come when they will not endure sound 
doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have 
itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers. 2 
Timothy 4:3 

If s better to listen to one Micaiah who seems not to bring good news 
to your ears but will lead you to Jesus than to listen to four hundred 
false prophets who tell you exciting things but lead you to Satan. 


Insist on the truth 


In response to what Ahab had said about Micaiah, Jehoshaphat 
said, "Let not the king say such things!" The king of Judah still wanted 
to hear what Micaiah had to say despite being discredited by Ahab. 
Then the king of Israel called an officer and said, "Bring Micaiah the 
son ofimlah quickly!" (1 Kings 22:8-9). 
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While they awaited for Micaiah to come in, the false prophets 
continued to prophesy before the two kings saying "Go up to Ramoth 
Gilead and prosper, for the LORD will deliver it into the king's 
hand." Then the messenger who had gone to call Micaiah spoke to 
him, saying, "Now listen, the words of the prophets with one accord 
encourage the king. Please, let your word be like the word of one of 
them, and speak encouragement" (1 Kings 22:10-13) 

Micaiah is being asked to join the bandwagon of the false prophets, 
he is being asked to go with the flow. Resist the temptation of joining 
wrong things because everyone is doing it. This is a popular strategy 
which is used by Satan to tempt people, he whispers into the ears of 
many, just do what everyone else is doing, everyone is breaking the 
law of God, just do the same, everyone is sinning, so why not join 
them. But Christ is looking for those who choose to stand out and do 
what is right regardless of what everyone else is doing. 

"You shall not follow a crowd to do evil." Exodus 23:2 (a) 

To this temptation, Micaiah responds "As the LORD lives, whatever 
the LORD says to me, that I will speak." (1 Kings 22:14) This man is 
not going to follow what others are doing but he will follow what The 
Lord will tell him. Such should be a principle of those who fear God, 
they must do what the Lord says rather than what the world does. 
Micaiah comes in before the two kings and is asked whether they 
should go to Ramoth Gilead, or whether they should refrain? 
Surprisingly he answered, "Go and prosper, for the LORD will deliver 
it into the hand of the kingl" (1 Kings 22:15). 
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It seems like Micaiah has also joined the movement of the four 
hundred charlatans. The messenger who was sent to call Micaiah 
must have been excited that this prophet has followed his advice to 
speak good things to Ahab, the other four hundred prophets must 
have been excited also to see that Micaiah is now singing from the 
same hymn as them, but is this so? Was Micaiah sincere? From where 
I come from, it is very common that when a child accidentally breaks 
a drinking glass or any other fragile utensil in the kitchen and the 
mother hears it, she will shout "break everything, your father will 
buy". To a foolish child, it would appear as if the mother is happy with 
what has just been done and is encouraging him to continue with that 
'good work' of breaking things, but to a wise child (s)he knows that 
the mother is not happy at all. 

Ahab knew this very well, he knew that Micaiah was not telling him 
the truth so he said to him, "How many times shall I make you swear 
that you tell me nothing but the truth in the name of the LORD?" (1 
Kings 22:16). Ahab wanted to know the truth from the Lord and he 
knew Micaiah was the man who can do so, not the four hundred 
prophets. 


God reveals the end result 


Micaiah then said, "I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, as 
sheep that have no shepherd. And the LORD said, "These have no 
master. Let each return to his house in peace." (1 Kings 22:17). 

The war had not yet been fought, but Micaiah was already seeing its 
end, how is this possible? It's because he serves the Lord who sees 
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the end from the beginning, the Alpha and the Omega who knows 
what will happen in the future before it even happens. God has 
revealed to Micaiah that Israel will lose this war. The results of this 
war are already known, if it were in the sporting world we would say 
that this was a dead rubber, it's a lost battle as the title of the sermon. 

When God who knows the future and does not lie foretells the results 
of the war, you would expect those who care to listen to take heed to 
that message and cancel their intended pursuit. Why should you go 
on to fight when God has already said that you will lose, do you think 
you can overcome what God has said? It is foolish to think that a mere 
human being with his power can outwit what God has said. If Ahab 
was wise he could have called it a day and cancelled this battle but 
what does he do, he first sends Micaiah to prison and then continues 
with the battle against the Syrians. Micaiah was jailed for speaking 
the truth of God. 

All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer 

persecution. 2 Timothy 3:12 


Don't be stubborn 


The king of Israel proceeded to go to war despite being told that he 
was going to die in that battle. He even disguised his identity by 
putting away his kingly robes. Probably he said to himself 'if 1 can 
hide my identity by wearing something else, the enemy forces will 
not know me and 1 can get away with it'. Does this work? Are you 
able to fight against what God has said by making an outward change 
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of how you look? It doesn't work. Spiritual issues cannot be escaped 
using physical methods, what is required here is a change of heart 
not a change of garments. What Ahab needed was to repent before 
the Lord and be saved than to just change his clothes, probably the 
story could have turned out differently. 

Jehoshaphat also joined Ahab to go to the war, this is the man who 
insisted on hearing what the word of the Lord had to say. He didn't 
buy into what the four hundred prophets said, he wanted to hear 
what the true Lord said. He heard that they were to lose but still went 
on to ally with a prophesied looser. Some desire to know the will of 
God, they search for it diligently but after they find it, they go on to 
live their lives as if they have not known the will of God. If your 
religion is just a matter of acquiring information about what God 
wants and you don't put it into practice, that religion will not save 
you. 


But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves. James 1:22 

The battle was eventually fought and a certain man drew a bow at 
random and struck the king of Israel between the joints of his 
armour. That single shot injured Ahab and led to his death the same 
evening. A shout went throughout the army, saying, "Every man to his 
city, and every man to his own country!" The prophecy had been 
fulfilled. Ahab had proceeded to go into battle despite knowing its 
outcome that he was not only going to lose but die in it and indeed 
he died. 
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Satan the verified loser 


As we learnt in the first chapter of this book (It's not over until it's 
over], there is a war going on, a spiritual war which started in heaven 
and was transferred to this earth. Satan with his evil angels fighting 
against God. Just like the war which Ahab went on against the 
Syrians, the results of this war were already known even before the 
war had not yet been fought. The outcome of the war of good against 
evil is known already and let's consider what the Bible says about it. 

Remember the war started in heaven, the devil had on his side one- 
third of the total angels, so on figures alone, he was outnumbered. 
For every one angel on Satan's side, God had two angels. Not only 
that, but Satan is also a creature who is fighting His Creator, with 
regards to skill and power the Creator is way above the creature. 
How foolish of the devil to think that he could win such a war when 
all the odds were against him. The devil lost the war in heaven and 
was kicked out from there. 

"Therefore rejoice, 0 heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe 
to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has 
come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that 
he has a short time'' Revelation 12:12 

Those who dwell on the earth are given a warning that the devil has 
great wrath. Why is the devil angry? Because he knows that he has a 
short time. Satan is not ignorant about the end of this war, he knows 
he has a short time before he is defeated totally and all his works are 
brought to an end. Since he was kicked out of heaven, he always 
knew that he has a short time before the history of the earth is 
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concluded. He knows that he has a short time before he loses the war 
here on earth as he lost it in heaven, but despite this knowledge, he 
still goes on to fight against anything that relates to God. Just as Ahab 
went to war despite knowing that he will lose, so does the devil also, 
he went to war despite knowing that he will lose. 

When Satan was cast out of heaven to here on earth, God didn't leave 
things to chance for the residents of the earth to fight the devil on 
their own, but he sent His only begotten Son Jesus, to help us with 
this war. The Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the 
works of the devil as 1 John 3:8(b) says. After being cast out from 
heaven, these angels work here on earth as demons and they possess 
people and use them in the works of evil. However, when Jesus came 
on earth he cast out these spirits from those whom they were 
possessing, not only did he do that but even gave that same power to 
cast out evil spirits to his disciples and even does the same to us who 
live today if we believe in him. 

At one instance when two demon-possessed men saw Jesus, the 
demons cried out saying "What have we to do with You, Jesus, You Son 
of God? Have You come here to torment us before the time?" (Matthew 
8:29). The demons understood that they will be tormented, that is 
without doubt, but they questioned the time of the tormenting, it was 
before the set time hence the question: you have come to torment us 
before time. This means even the demons themselves know that they 
shall be tormented at a certain time in the future. 

if we flip our Bible pages to the last book on Revelation 20:10 we are 
told of this torment which the demons were referring to. That 
scripture says “The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of 
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fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they 
will be tormented day and night forever and ever." 

The devil and his supporting acts will be thrown into the lake of fire 
and that's the end of them. Contrary to popular belief, the lake of fire 
was not prepared for people but the devil and his angels (Matthew 
25:41). Any human who will go there is going as a gate-crasher and 
God will respect their choice. 

Satan is going to lose this war against Jesus, however, he will not lose 
alone, he will lose with his angels and unfortunately, some humans 
will also join him in his loss. Despite a clear prophecy by Micaiah that 
they were going to lose the war, Jehoshaphat still allied to go with 
Ahab to war, despite the word of God which tells us about the loss of 
Satan, there are still some people who hang on to him in their evil 
work. Don't be like a fly which follows a corpse only to be buried with 
it. 

Jesus did not come to condemn the world but to save it, however, he 
shall destroy Satan and before He does that He wants us to separate 
ourselves from the evil one. If we keep on holding hands with the 
devil, we will be destroyed together with him, there are no two ways 
about it. Though the war is not yet over, the results are already 
known, it's a lost battle for Satan and a victory for Jesus. 

Why don't you join the side which will win than to align yourself to 
Satan a certified loser? 
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Chapter 3 - The Neutrals 


Switzerland has not participated in any foreign war ever since 1815 
when it established itself as a neutral country. A neutral country is 
defined as a state which does not take sides of belligerents (warring 
parties) in a specific war or future conflicts. Such states refuse to 
even enter into military alliances. During the First World War, 
countries grouped themselves into two sides, the Central Powers and 
the Allied powers. It so happened that Switzerland shared borders 
with two countries of the Central Powers (Germany and Austria- 
Hungary) and they also shared borders with two of the Allied Powers 
(France and Italy). Despite being surrounded by these warring 
countries, Switzerland managed to maintain its neutrality and didn’t 
engage in the war. 


1 respect and applaud such a policy, if the Swiss had joined the war, 
many lives would have been lost, not to mention the destruction of 
property and other devastating effects of war. As we learnt from the 
previous two chapters we are in a war, but is it possible to be 
neutral? Is it possible for one to consider themselves as a 'spiritual 
Switzerland' who takes no side? Can you take the middle ground? 
Can you be non-aligned? Can you sit on the fence? In short, can you 
be neither on God's side nor the devil’s side? 

Let us get our answers from the Bible. 
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No Middle Ground 


“He who is not with Me is against Me; and he who does not 
gather with Me scatters abroad". Matthew 12:30 

The words spoken by Jesus in the preceding scripture places 
everyone into two camps. Some are with Jesus and some are against 
Him, no neutral category is brought up. If you are not with Jesus then 
it means you are against Him, you are in the opposing camp. If there 
was a neutral side then Jesus could have said: "He who is not with 
Me, might be against Me or has no side", but no He didn't say so. You 
don’t have to be a murderer for you to be considered to be against 
Jesus, you don’t have to commit a big or small sin, but by just not 
being with Jesus then it means you are against Him. 


When the war began in heaven there were two camps, God’s side and 
the devil’s side, there was no third neutral camp. When the war came 
here on earth there remain two sides as well. Whatever life that is 
not yielded to the control of Jesus is by default under the control of 
the devil. As long as you are not gathering together with Jesus in His 
work of saving people it means you are with the devil, dispersing 
what Jesus is gathering. Albert Einstein once said, “The world is a 
dangerous place to live; not because of the people who are evil, but 
because of the people who don’t do anything about it." This is a 
pregnant statement, if you are not involved in the fight against evil 
then it means you are passively supporting it. 
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Even at the end of this earth’s history, people shall be grouped into 
two classes only, those who are saved and those who are lost, no 
middle ground. The devil wants us to believe that when it comes to 
matters of worship there is a neutral ground which we can stand on 
but there is none. There is no salvation in not believing in Jesus 
Christ. John 3:18 reads "He who believes in Him [Jesus] is not 
condemned, but he who does not believe is condemned already..." 
This scripture is placing people into two groups, those who believe 
(and will be saved) and those who do not believe in the name of Jesus 
and will be condemned, no neutral ground. 


There are people out there who have good morals and have very 
honourable characters but they claim neutrality when it comes to 
matters of religion. They don't like the devil but at the same time, 
they don't believe in Jesus the Son of God. Based on Jesus’ words on 
Matthew 12:30, as long as they are not with Him they are against 
Him. Their good works will not save them because salvation is not by 
works but by grace through faith (Ephesians 2:8-9). 


No Two Masters 


Then there are some who are not neutral but they want to enjoy both 
sides, God’s side as well as Satan’s side. I’m referring to professing 
Christians who shift their allegiance whenever it suits them. As the 
Children of Israel gathered at Mount Carmel, Elijah the Prophet of 
God asked a very pertinent question to the people, he said to them 
“How long will you falter between two opinions? If the LORD Is God, 
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follow Him: but if Baal, follow him". But the people answered him not 
a word." (1 Kings 18:21). The Prophet of God was calling on people 
to make a choice on whom to serve, these people had been shifting 
between two opinions, and they were sitting on the fence. In some 
instances, they wanted to serve the true God: Jehovah and in some 
instances, they wanted to serve Baal a false god who is just a cover- 
up for Satan. 


The people did not answer Elijah a word. The lack of answer can be 
taken as a sign that these people wanted to maintain the status quo, 
they wanted to continue with what they have been doing, limping 
between two opinions. But can a person serve two masters? Can you 
serve God and serve Satan at the same time? 

"No one can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, 
and love the other; or else he will be loyal to the one and despise 
the other. You cannot serve God and mammon." Matthew 6:24 


In many cases, there is a lot of compromises that we do as people, in 
one moment we want to be affiliated to the things of God when it 
suits us and the next moment we skip to the devil’s side when 
something favourable appears there. We want to engage in 
relationships which God doesn’t approve and when things go wrong 
we seek the same God whom we have disobeyed that He may help 
us. We do business the devil’s way and when the profits are not so 
good, we pray that God may bless us. We cheat in exams and 
afterwards pray that God helps us pass. 
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Make A Choice 


Many things seem not to move in the direction we want because we 
tend to shift between two sides. If you are to read James 1:7-8, you 
will learn that a person who is double-minded in his ways should not 
expect to receive anything from the Lord. In some of the cases we get 
away with it, it’s not because God approves our double standards but 
it’s because of His mercy. He is giving us a chance that we may repent 
from our two-facedness. 


A soldier who shifts camps from one to another, and back to the first, 
and then back to the enemy is dangerous to take on your side 
because when things get tough, he might turn his gun on you and 
help the enemy. Can God count on you as a faithful servant or you 
can't be trusted? 


In the previous chapter (The Lost Battle) the message was clear that 
we must choose a side, either God’s side or the devil side. God’s side 
will win and the devil will lose but despite that, some are still 
hesitant to choose the side which to join. Some may choose to follow 
the devil to destruction and that’s sad, God will respect their choice 
and they will be destroyed together with the devil in the lake of fire. 
Some are choosing Jesus and that is very good, they are guaranteed 
of victory, but then some will not make a choice. As the Bible has laid 
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it bare, those who don’t make a choice are by default choosing the 
devil's side. No middle ground. So make a choice 


The devil is going to lose together with those who follow him. So why 
should you choose a losing side, why not choose God’s side. The 
choice is yours to make, whether to be on the victor’s side or the 
villain’s side, no neutral ground. 
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Chapter 4 - The Talk that won the war 


Napoleon Bonaparte the French statesman and military leader went 
into exile on the island of Elba after he had step down from his throne 
in April 1814. Louis XViii then took over the crown. Nine months 
later Napoleon returned to his country with an intent to reclaim his 
former position. This quest was not going to be an easy one as the 
army was given orders to intercept him. However, when he met 
various soldiers who had been sent to capture him, Napoleon used 
his charisma to convince them to join his cause, instead of using the 
gun he used his tongue to 'sweet talk’ the soldiers to side with him. 


On the 7* of March he was confronted by the 5* infantry Regiment 
at Grenoble. Napoleon dismounted from his horse, stood before the 
regiment, shouted to the soldiers, "Here I am. Kill your Emperor, if you 
wish". He was within gunshot range but no soldier dared to shoot 
him, instead the soldiers responded with, "Vive L'Empereur!" 
(meaning Long live the emperor). These soldiers subsequently 
joined him as he went on to reclaim his throne 


Napoleon won this battle without firing a single shot, all he did was 
'mere talk’ and he came out a victor, in a war, the one who wins is 
usually not the talkative side but the one who is active on the 
battlefield. Too much talk without corresponding action doesn’t 
make one a victor. However, we have a very unique case in the Bible, 
where some people won a war simply because they talked, by just 
talking and without anyone engaging the enemy physically they 
came out victors and the enemy forces all died because of that, it 
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sounds unbelievable but it did happen, but the talk wasn't just an 
ordinary chat, it was a conversation with The Lord in heaven, it was 
prayer, in this chapter we will consider how exactly this happened 
and we also draw lessons from it which we can apply in our lives 
today. (The chapter is based on 2 Chronicles 20:1-24) 


The people of Moab and of Ammon together with others came to fight 
against Jehoshaphat the king of Judah. Sometimes troubles just come 
our way while we are in our comfort zones. Jehoshaphat was not the 
one who went on to incite war but the Moabites and Ammonites are 
the ones who came up against him. Whether you like it or not, even 
when you are just minding your own business in your own place, 
Satan will just come and want to attack you or use other people to do 
his dirty work without you provoking him. 


Jehoshaphat received intelligence that there was a GREAT 
MULTITUDE of these people coming against him. information about 
the enemy came first before the enemy attacked. Thank God who 
reveals things before they happen. A lot is revealed to us by God with 
regards to what will happen in the future before it actually occurs so 
that we are not caught by surprise, but most of the times we choose 
to ignore the signs or we are unable to discern them and we suffer 
the consequences. God is still speaking through His Word (The Bible) 
and many other ways, to warn us about what is coming but do we 
have time to listen to Him? After we have heard Him speak, what are 
we doing with what He has revealed to us? 
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Set yourself to seek the Lord 


Having received this information Jehoshaphat became afraid. In his 
fear you would have expected him to flee from the city and seek 
refuge somewhere, he could have committed suicide as some do 
when faced with life challenges, he could have just sat there and wait 
for the enemy to come and kill him or do whatever they wanted to 
do, but he didn’t do all that. The king of Judah set himself to seek the 
LORD in PRAYER and FASTING. Scripture says ‘he set himself, 
meaning it was a personal decision he made to seek the Lord, no one 
made that decision on his behalf. With regards to prayer and seeking 
the Lord, you need to come to a point where you make a conscious 
and personal decision on your own. Some are forced by others to 
pray but deep inside they don’t want to and such a prayer life will 
not bring the desired results because the person is not sincere. When 
you pray, do it not because someone has asked you to do it, but 
because you have made a personal choice to do so. 


I can define prayer simply as communicating with God & fasting as 
abstinence from foods and other fleshly desires for a time so as to 
focus on communicating with God. Pardon my definition if it seems 
to be too simple, the idea is not for you to memorize meanings but 
it’s for you to understand the principles and apply them in your life. 


Jehoshaphat set himself to seek the Lord and proclaimed a fast. There 
he is faced by physical opposition but he decides to seek the Lord 
who is invisible. It seems to be an unwise move to those who don’t 
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understand this God whom we worship. How can Someone invisible 
be able to help against a physical and visible problem? Though we 
cannot physically see God, His existence is very real and He exercises 
great power in both the visible and invisible realms. King 
Jehoshaphat could have sought for help from other nations but he 
did not do so. Some time back he had helped the other ten tribes of 
Israel in a battle to recover Ramoth-Gilead (2 Chronicles 18), 
therefore he could have gone to them and ask for a return favour for 
them to help him. However, he decided to seek the Lord instead of 
human help 

“It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in 

princes." Psalms 118:9 

From who do you seek help when faced with life battles? Do you rush 
to post it on social media so that all your friends can see it and get 
many 'likes’ or 'retweets’? do you get on the phone and call your 
mother or father? Hezekiah when he was told by Prophet Isaiah that 
he was going to die, he turned his face to the wall and prayed to the 
Lord and was given fifteen more years of life (2 Kings 20:1-11). Let’s 
take a lesson from these two men who sought the Lord when they 
were faced with trouble. Humans can fail us but not the Lord. 


Not against flesh and blood 


The King proclaimed a fast throughout all the land of Judah. Seriously 
who does that? How can you ask people to deny themselves food 
when the enemy is coming to attack them? From where are they 
supposed to get the energy to either fight the enemy or to flee when 
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they have not eaten enough? These are some questions which 
someone might ask? But take note, Ephesians 6:12 says “For we do 
not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual 
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places" 


This war we are in is a spiritual battle therefore even our tactics and 
weaponry are not physical. Filling your stomach with food will not 
help much in the fight against the devil. Adam and Eve ate the 
forbidden fruit and lost to Satan in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3). 
Jesus fasted for forty days and He defeated Satan in the wilderness 
(Luke 4:1-14). We need to take some time to fast and deny our flesh 
its desires and strengthen our spiritual lives. Sometimes it’s not 
enough just to pray but there are times when we need a combination 
of both prayer and fasting because they are some demons which can 
only defeated by this combination as taught by Jesus on Matthew 
17:21. 


Uniting in prayer 


The fast having been proclaimed, the people of Judah gathered 
together to ask for help from the Lord. We need to come together as 
believers in Christ to join hands in seeking the Lord. In as much as 
we offer our private prayers in our closets, there is also need to 
gather together with those of our faith and in engage in public 
prayer. The people of Judah didn't have the attitude of "i-can-pray- 
at-home-alone", yes you can pray at home alone but God also 
requires us to gather together as believers. 
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"not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the 
manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the 
more as you see the Day approaching." Hebrews 10:25 


People came from all the cities of Judah to seek the Lord because they 
knew the source of their help, as Psalms 121:1-2 says "/ will lift up 
my eyes to the hills—From whence comes my help? My help comes from 
the LORD, Who made heaven and earth" 


After the people had gathered, Jehoshaphat stood before this 
assembly in the house of the Lord and started to pray, in his prayer 
he speaks about the sovereignty of God and recounts how The Lord 
gave them the land in which they presently reside. He then goes on 
to tell God about the tribes which have come to fight against them 
and confesses that they (the people of Judah) have no power against 
that great multitude that has come and they have nothing to do but 
have fixed their eyes upon the Lord. Whenever you feel without 
power and overwhelmed by events, get into prayer and talk to God, 
fix your eyes upon Him. 


Oh, yes He answers - in His time 


Having concluded the prayer, God’s answer came immediately 
afterwards. The Lord always answers when the time is right, never 
late, never too early but when the time is right. Our problem is that 
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we have our own expectations with regards to what time God should 
answer our prayers and that expected time might not be what the 
Lord has planned. For His ways are not our ways and His thoughts 
are not our thoughts (Isaiah 55:8). Whenever God does not answer 
our prayers at the time we expected Him to answer, we are quick to 
conclude that there is a delay, yet in fact there is no delay but the time 
is not yet come for Him to answer. There are times when God 
answers us immediately but because we are expecting a different 
answer than what He has given us, we think He has not answered 
and we wait on and on for His answer yet He has already answered. 


To the fasting and prayers of these people, the response was 
immediate. The Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel who was 
among those assembled, he was the one used by God to deliver the 
answer to the people. He gives a prophecy from God by saying: 
"Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you. 
King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the LORD to you: "Do not be afraid nor 
dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, 
but God's. Tomorrow go down against them. They will surely come up 
by the Ascent of Ziz, and you will find them at the end of the brook 
before the Wilderness ofjeruel. You will not need to fight in this battle. 
Position yourselves, stand still and see the salvation of the LORD, who 
is with you, 0 Judah and Jerusalem!' Do not fear or be dismayed; 
tomorrow go out against them, for the LORD is with you." (2 
Chronicles 20:15-17) 


37 



Fear not 


The people were instructed not to be afraid, we also need not to be 
afraid when the enemy is attacking us if we have already prayed 
seeking the Lord’s help. After having prayed, we need to be still and 
believe that God will fight for us. if we keep on having fear in our 
hearts after prayer, it might be a sign that we are doubting God’s 
power to deliver us from the challenges we are facing. We need to 
come to a level of faith where we have peace in our hearts after 
prayer even though we have not seen any visible manifestation of 
God’s answers. The fact that we have prayed to The Almighty God is 
reason enough not to be afraid anymore. But if you haven’t submitted 
your issue to God in prayer, surely you have every reason to be 
scared. 


For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of 
love and of a sound mind. 2 Timothy 1:7 


The multitude of the enemy was indeed great but the people were 
told not to be afraid. There are things which are against us which 
appear so great in our eyes but let us remember. He who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world (1 John 4:4). in 2 Kings 6:8-23 we 
read of Elisha’s servant who was afraid when he saw themselves 
surrounded by enemy. Elisha told his servant "Do not fear, for those 
who are with us are more than those who are with them." if we are on 
The Lord’s side, we need not fear because we have greater forces 
behind us than what the devil commands. 


38 



The battle is not yours 


God’s response to the people of Judah included the statement "for the 
battle is not yours, but God's". This battle was not for the people of 
Judah but for God. Imagine if they had just gone to war as soon as 
they had heard that the enemy is coming without first seeking the 
Lord? They would have been fighting in a battle which was never 
theirs in the first place. So many times we fight battles which are not 
ours simply because we skip prayer and jump right into action. At 
the end of the day we spend our precious time and resources on 
battles which are not ours but God’s because we neglected to pray. 
Those who neglect to pray will fight in battles which were never 
theirs and in the end they lose because they thought they would be 
able to fight in God’s place and win. The Lord could have empowered 
His people to fight against the coming enemy and win, but He did not 
do so, instead He says the battle is not yours but Mine. There are 
times when God gives us power to fight in certain battles and there 
are times when He says don’t fight, i will fight on your behalf, it is 
only through prayer that we are able to know when to fight and when 
to let God fight for us. 


The people of Moab and Ammon came with the intention of attacking 
the people of Judah, but little did they knew that they were not going 
to be fighting with Judah but with the Lord Himself, for the battle was 
not for the people of Judah but God’s. When Saul (later named Paul) 
went on a mission to persecute the church, it would seem like he was 
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fighting against people of the church up until you read his encounter 
with Jesus on the road to Damascus. He was asked the question, 
"Saul Saul why are you persecuting Me?" (Acts 9:4). For the record 
Saul never directly persecuted Jesus but the fact that he persecuted 
Jesus’ followers was bad as persecuting Jesus Himself. Let this be a 
warning to those who seek to fight against those who believe in 
Christ, you might think you are fighting against people yet you are 
fighting against the God of the people and this is one battle you don't 
want to get into. Even the devil himself will not help you. 


Another perspective to this statement - the battle is not yours but 
God's - could mean that in the first place the battle was for the people 
of Judah, but the fact that they sought the Lord in prayer and fasting, 
that battle was transferred from being theirs to being the Lord’s. 
Prayer has that ability to transfer matters into God’s hands, prayer is 
giving authority to The Lord to fight on your behalf. Are you troubled 
with battles of life which you are failing to deal with? Why don’t you 
surrender them to Jesus so that He takes over and makes them His 
battles? 


Play your part 


In as much as the battle was not for the people of Judah but the 
Lord’s, these people were not to be idle but had a role to play. They 
were instructed that on the following day they should go towards the 
enemy as the enemy was also going to come up towards them. After 
prayer we have a role to play in order to receive what we have been 


40 



praying for. However, our actions need not to be contrary to what 
the word of God teaches but we are to be guided by the Word itself. 
Having prayed for a child, Hannah went back home and was intimate 
with his husband Elkanah (1 Samuel 1:19). Yes indeed God was going 
to give her a child but she had her part to play with her husband in 
their bedroom. 


Prayer is not a substitute for duty, after prayer do your part. You 
prayed for a job but now you need to send out applications rather 
than just sit, you prayed to pass, nowyou need to study and get ready 
for the exams, you prayed for a sermon to preach now you need to 
open your Bible and look for what you will preach about. There is 
need for action after prayer, action which shows that you indeed 
believe that God answers prayer, rather than action which shows 
that you doubt God. 


Abram was promised a child by God (Genesis 15:1-5), but the action 
he took together with his wife expressed doubt in God's ability to 
fulfil His promise. Instead of the two waiting upon the Lord, Sarai 
gave Abram her maid Hagar so that they could have a child through 
her and this was not God’s plan (Genesis 16:1-4). Our actions after 
prayer can reveal whether we believe that God does answer prayers 
or not. You prayed that God helps you get something but after prayer 
you went on to pay a bribe, that’s a sure sign that you doubt God’s 
ability to intervene without you cutting corners. 
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Victory is guaranteed (to those who pray) 


Though the people of Judah were told that tomorrow they must go 
and face the enemy, they were also instructed that there was no need 
to fight in this battle. They were to stand still and see the salvation of 
the LORD, who was going to be with them, it takes a lot of faith to 
follow this instruction of God, take note they are going to face people 
who are armed and ready to attack yet God is saying you don’t need 
to fight them, it takes faith to stand still in the face of trials. The 
people of Judah had already fought in prayer and fasting and 
obtained victory, hence the charge to stand still and not to fight 
physically. Yes we can obtain victory in prayer, way before the 
enemy comes to attack us. When the Moabites and Ammonites were 
busy sharpening their spears and training for war, the people of 
Judah were seeking the Lord. When the enemy called Satan is getting 
ready to attack you, what steps are you taking to be the victor? Are 
you seeking the Lord or you are tied up with other worldly things, 
searching for money, entertainment, social media etc.? 


"Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks 
about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour." 1 
Peter 5:8 


Jahaziel being led by the Holy Spirit concludes the prophecy from 
God which was a response to the people’s prayer by the words ".Do 
not fear or be dismayed; tomorrow go out against them, for the LORD 
is with you." Another charge again for the people not to be afraid, in 
God’s answer. He never mentioned how exactly He was going to fight 
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this battle on behalf of the people of Judah. Is He going to send 
Angels? Will He rain fire like He did to Sodom, will He send a flood of 
water to sweep the enemy away? How exactly will He fight for them? 
That much they were not told, the people needed to believe that 
indeed God was to fight for them but the how part, they knew not 
and this takes faith to stand still not knowing how exactly will God 
accomplish His word. God has various ways of fulfilling His word of 
which we know a little about those ways. 


When the prophecy was concluded, Jehoshaphat bowed his head 
with his face to the ground, and all Judah and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem bowed before the LORD, worshiping the LORD. 1 expected 
the people to start questioning the reasoning behind what the Lord 
had said but instead they worshiped the Lord. Naaman when he was 
told to go and wash seven times in river Jordan so that he could be 
cleansed from his leprosy, he started questioning that instruction 
saying, "Indeed, I said to myself, "He will surely come out to me, and 
stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, and wave his hand 
over the place, and heal the leprosy.' Are not the Abanah and the 
Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? 
Could 1 not wash in them and be clean?" (2 Kings 5:11-12). The man 
couldn’t just take instructions as they were, he wanted to dispute 
them as if he knew any better. He however was persuaded by his 
servants and followed the given instructions and was healed. Many 
times we try to argue with what the word of God instructs us to do 
but this was not the case with the people of Judah, they didn’t argue 
but bowed to the Lord and worshipped Him. 
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Praising the Lord 

Then the Levites of the children of the Kohathites and of the children 
of the Korahites stood up to praise the LORD God of Israel with voices 
loud and high. The battle has not yet been won (at least physically) 
but these people are already praising the Lord simply because they 
believed that what the Lord has said, He will fulfil. There comes a 
time we need to praise the Lord not because He has already fought 
our battles but because He promised to fight them even if He has not 
yet done so. Even when you are still sick and not feeling well, there 
is no better time to praise the Lord than on that hospital bed. Though 
you are yet to see any positive outcome to whatever it is which is 
troubling you, praise the Lord. Let your prayers be concluded with 
praise and an attitude of knowing that God is dealing with your 
situation. 


The following day the people of Judah went out into the Wilderness 
of Tekoa; and as they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Hear 
me, 0 Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the LORD your 
God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, and you shall 
prosper." (2 Chronicles 20:20). He then consulted with the people 
and appointed those who should sing to the LORD, and who should 
praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army and 
were saying: "Praise the LORD, For His mercy endures forever." 


Singers were appointed to sing to the Lord, not to sing for 
entertainment or to sing that they themselves might be praised but 
for the Lord. Music can be used to worship God that is if we sing to 
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the glory of the Lord. But sometimes even in churches, music is used 
just for entertainment to please our fleshly desires and what follows 
are dance routines which are very suggestive. 


in their music they sang saying “Praise the Lord, For His mercy 
endures forever". This statement is mentioned over forty times in 
scripture. This shows that the people where singing Biblical songs 
and not secular songs. When we sing whatever we sing do we ever 
consider whether it’s Biblically correct or we just sing as long as it 
has a good tune and sounds good? Let our music be guided by 
scripture. The musicians were positioned in front and the army 
followed after them. 


As the people of Judah sang, the LORD set ambushes against the 
enemies who had come against them. The Lord caused the enemy to 
fight against each other until all of them were destroyed. So when 
Judah came to a place overlooking the wilderness, they looked 
toward the multitude; and there were their dead bodies, fallen on the 
earth. No one had escaped. God had fulfilled His word which He 
spoke through Jahaziel that He was going to fight for them. This was 
done all because the people had prayed and fasted. The talk with God 
made them win this battle without lifting any physical weapon. 


Much can be achieved through prayer and fasting, we are able to win 
strong battles just by going down on our knees and asking God to 
fight on our behalf. Satan is experienced in bringing people down, 
that’s has been his business since our first parents in the Garden of 
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Eden. On our own we cannot defeat him, we need an external power 
to assist us and that power can only be found in Jesus and it is 
through prayer that we can receive that power. In prayer we are able 
to obtain victories against bad addictions, against temptations and 
sin, against demons, against all that Satan can try to use to harm us. 


What is it that is troubling you? Tell it to God in prayer and that 
conversation can give you victory. 
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Chapter 5 - Hitting the target 


If a soldier fails to aim correctly at his target and misses it, it’s unwise 
to conclude that his weapon does not work. Other soldiers can make 
use of that same weapon and hit the target perfectly well. The 
weapon needs no revision in its manufacture but the soldier has to 
be trained on its effective use. Many people have prayed to God (or 
they think that they have prayed when they have not) and their 
prayers where not answered in the ways which they expected. Some 
of them ended up concluding that praying does not work and either 
downgraded their prayer life or completely stopped praying 
altogether. 


It’s not true that prayer doesn’t work, it’s actually one of the 
powerful spiritual weapons we have as children of The Most High 
God. The reason why many think that prayer does not work could be 
the fact that they didn’t pray correctly. Just like a physical weapon 
which needs some sort of skill in hitting your target, prayer needs 
some skill for it to work best. In this chapter we shall learn about 
some of the ways which can make our prayers effective. The disciples 
at one occasion asked Jesus to teach them how to pray as John had 
also taught his disciples (Luke 11:1). To this request Jesus did not 
say, just pray in whatever way you feel like but He actually took time 
to teach them how to pray, meaning prayer is something which can 
be taught or learnt. The points outlined in this chapter are not 
exhaustive but are meant to cover the major aspects relating to 
effective prayer. 
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Relationship with God 


“In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven. Hallowed be 
Your name." Matthew 6:9 


Jesus as He taught His disciples on how to offer prayers, He taught 
them to address God as their Father. It’s not just a matter of calling 
God Our Father but there has to be a Father-Child relationship and it 
comes about if we believe in Jesus as our Lord and Saviour (John 
1:12). Take note, we pray to Our Father in Heaven, not any other 
father. Even if there is a religious person who gives himself the title 
'father', we are not to pray to him but to Our Father in heaven. 

Christ once asked: “what man is there among you who, if his son asks 
for bread, will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him 
a serpent? If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more will your Father who is in heaven give good 
things to those who ask Him!" (Matthew 7:9-11). 

Earthly fathers, though being evil they give good gifts to their 
children. What causes them to give these good things is the 
relationship which exists between them and their children. God, Who 
is good can do more than that to His children. Accordingly, we need 
to consider if we are His children, otherwise we will not enjoy the full 
benefits of the privilege of prayer. 
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In the name of Jesus 


“Ifyou ask anything in My name, I will do it." John 14:14 


Prayers are to be made in the name of Jesus. Tfiis doesn’t just mean 
tfie simple mention of the name Jesus at the start or end of your 
prayers, no, it goes beyond that. We must pray in harmony with the 
character of Christ, in line with what Jesus stands for. You can’t pray 
for God to protect you so that you don’t get caught when you go out 
to steal and expect Him to answer that that prayer just because you 
concluded it with the words 'in the name of Jesus, amen’. That is 
presumption, expecting God’s blessing yet going against His word. So 
the next time you pray, yes mention the name of Jesus in your prayer 
but the prayer itself must not contradict what Jesus stands for. 


For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, 
the Man Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5). 


Jesus is the ONE AND ONLY mediator who links us to the Father, 
there is no one else besides Him. John 14:6 tells us that Jesus is the 
Way (not one of the ways, but the way), we only go to The Father via 
Jesus. Given those scriptures, we must all the times pray in the name 
of Jesus, not in the name of people here on earth no matter how 
powerful they have been used by God. You cannot pray in the name 
of your pastor, prophet, apostle, no matter how well you might think 
of him or her. Someone can pray for you, you can also pray for other 
people but that doesn’t take out Jesus’ role as the Mediator, He 
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remains the only way to the Father. Even Biblical characters cannot 
mediate between you and God, not even Mary the mother of Jesus, 
nor Elijah, Abraham or even Angels. We pray in the name of Jesus 
Christ only not in the name of people or angels. 


The Sin problem 


“Behold, the lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; nor His 
ear heavy, that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated you 
from your God; and your sins have hidden His face from you. So that He 
will not hear." Isaiah 59:1-2 

God has no challenges with stretching out His hand to save us. He has 
no hearing problem which make Him deaf to our prayers but the 
glitch is on our side. Our sins can cause His face to be hidden from us 
and in the end when we pray He will not hear us. One may ask: What 
is sin? According to 1 John 3:4 "sin is lawlessness". So when we break 
the law of God we have committed a sin and the end result of sin is 
to hide the face of God from us and our prayers become ineffective. 
We need to live in obedience to the commandments of God and in 
that way sin is avoided. 

"One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, even his 

prayer is an abomination." Proverbs 28:9 

Prayers of those who ignore the law of God are an abomination, 
meaning they are disgusting to God and if they are disgusting 
obviously He doesn’t answer them. But perhaps you fall into sin, 
hope is there for you. You can confess your sins to God, ask for 
forgiveness, turn away from that sin and God will cleanse you. But if 
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you don't forgive others who did you wrong, neither will God forgive 
you your sins. 

According to His Will 


"Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask 
anything according to His will, He hears us." 1 John 5:14 


When we pray, it’s not just a matter of playing with words (for we 
are not heard because of much speaking - (Matthew 6:7) but it’s 
about praying according to the Word of God which is His will. If you 
ask anything which is in line with the will of God, He will hear you 
just as 1 John 5:14 has said. The best way of knowing the will of God 
is to acquaint ourselves with His word, let us study it so that when 
we come to the knowledge what God wants and we align our prayers 
to His will. 

We might express our desires when we pray, but ultimately we must 
allow the will of God to prevail for He knows what is good for us more 
than what we think. As Jesus prayed in Gethsemane, He expressed 
His desire to have the cup He was about to drink to pass from Him 
but in conclusion He said, "not as I will but as You will" (Matthew 
26:39). 

We are so short-sighted and we lack knowledge concerning many 
things, therefore if God gives us exactly that what we ask for, it might 
lead to our destruction. With this background, yes let us ask for that 
which we want but in our request may we also ask that The Lord’s 
will prevail more than our will. 
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Perseverance & Patience 


"Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and 
not lose heart" Luke 18:1 

On Luke 18:2-8 Jesus gave a parable about the importunate widow 
and the judge who did not fear God nor regard man. Before the 
parable is recorded, Luke gives the subject of it, that is “men always 
ought to pray and not lose heart". You might fail to understand the 
parable, but the take home lesson is that we must ALWAYS pray and 
NOT LOSE HEART. Sometimes we give up too early, we feel like God 
is not answering us, but we need to persevere. There is need to 
continue knocking on the heaven's door in prayer till we get an 
answer. 

What Jesus discouraged is the issue of making use of vain repetitions 
in prayer (Matthew 6:7). However you can still pray for the same 
thing over and over at different prayer sessions. 

Ephesians 6:18 says praying always with all prayer and supplication 
in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and 
supplication for all the saints. 

Perseverance is an essential attitude in prayer and the word means 
to be persistent, to be steadfast, to continue in a course of action 
without regard to discouragement, opposition or previous failure. 

God promised to answer us but He didn't specify a period in which 
He is to do so. Sometimes He answers instantly sometimes He takes 
longer than we thought. When He seems to delay we need to learn 
patience and be willing to wait upon Him. 
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Have Faith - Don't Doubt 


But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a 
wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. For let not that man 
suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; he is a double- 
minded man, unstable in all his ways. James 1:6-8 


It’s one thing to pray, and it’s another thing to believe that God will 
answer your prayers. Most people just pray but deep in their hearts 
(and even in their outward actions) they don't believe that God will 
hear them. Jesus said on Matthew 21:22 “And whatever things you 
ask in prayer, BELIEVING, you will receive." We will only receive 
whatever we have asked for in prayer when we believe. 

Whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you 

receive them, and you will have them (Mark 11:24). 

Some people do pray but after their prayers they have doubts if 
indeed God will answer them. To those who doubt, the Bible says in 
James 1:6-8 they will not receive anything from the Lord. 


Before Jesus restored the sight of two blind men who had come to 
him on Matthew 9:27-30 He asked them a question: "Doyou believe 
that I am able to do this?" They said to Him, “Yes, Lord". Then He 
touched their eyes, saying, "According to your faith let it be to you." 
And their eyes were opened. These men believed that God would 
grant them their desires, and Jesus responded based on their faith. 

You need to build your faith in the Lord and the best way of doing 
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this is to study His word, because/a/th comes by hearing, and hearing 
by the word of God. (Romans 10:17) 


Right motives 


“You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend 
it on your pleasures" james 4:3 

One man came to Jesus with a request, "Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the inheritance with me." But He said to him, "Man, who made 
Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?" And He said to them, "Take heed 
and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the 
abundance of the things he possesses." (Luke 12:13-15) 

Probably this man thought in his mind that if he was to go to Jesus, 
he would have a solution to the problems relating to the dividing of 
the estate of his late father. His motives for getting the inheritance 
where not to meet the basic needs of life but he was motivated by 
greed. Jesus being able to read and discern people's hearts, struck 
right at the motive of the man's request and gave a warning that life 
is not about the abundance of assets you own. Christ did not help this 
man in getting his share of the inheritance because his motives were 
not right. 

As James has said when you ask amiss with a desire to just please 
your lusts, your prayers will not be answered in the way you want. 
The money that you are praying for, what is it you intend to do with 
it, isn't it just a selfish desire for show off? Unfortunately God will not 
involve Himself in your ambitions to boast of worldly things. The 
reason why God is not giving someone the ability to preach well is 
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because the person has wrong motives, they want to use preaching 
as a means to make a name for themselves rather than for people to 
glorify Jesus, so God says no to their prayers. 

Revise your motives, be motivated with pure desires which the word 
of God approves. 


Private Affair 


“Butyou, when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut 
your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place; and your 
Father who sees in secret will reward you openly" Matthew 6:6 

Jesus in teaching the subject of prayer. He first denounced how some 
hypocrites prayed before He recommended the proper way of 
prayer. These hypocrites loved to pray standing in the synagogues 
and on the corners of the streets to make an outward show of how 
pious they were. Their goal was to be seen by people that they were 
religious. To this behavior Jesus said, they have received their 
reward. The hypocrites, got what they wanted, that is fame of being 
called prayerful, but other than that their prayers where not 
answered by God. 

After condemning such prayers of making a public show, Jesus went 
on to teach the proper way of praying. He said when you pray, go into 
your room, and shut the door behind you. After doing so then pray to 
your Father who is in a secret place, who sees you in secret and will 
reward you openly 
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Prayer is a private affair, of course there is public prayer, for instance 
when you are part of a group of people who are gathered together 
and you have been asked to pray for them, but if its personal prayer, 
then it has to be just that: 'personal'. No need for you to try to shout 
at the top of your voice like Baal worshippers who thought they 
might be heard for their high volume (1 Kings 18:28-29), keep your 
private prayer private. Some do go into their private place of prayer 
yet while in there, they make a public show that they are very 
prayerful by shouting so that everyone can hear them, the whole idea 
of secrecy is defeated by this. 


The moment we understand to whom are we praying to, then we 
won’t waste our time and energy trying to make a show to people 
whose opinions have no bearing on how our prayers are answered. 
Hannah prayed in her heart, only her lips moved and no sound came 
out of her mouth, even Priest Eli could not discern that she was 
praying but that prayer was answered by God (1 Samuel 1:12-14). 
Sometimes people try to compensate for their lack of faith by making 
noise when praying, but if they really understood the words of Jesus 
that 'your Father who sees in secret’they would take Him at His word 
and stop making noise in order to be heard. 


Be Led by the Holy Spirit 


"Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know 
what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes 
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intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered." Romans 
8:26 


In as much as we think that we know what we should pray for, the 
Bible tells us that we do not know. Sometimes we ask for things 
which we think are good for us, yet they will destroy us. We are so 
short sighted that we focus on the immediate future and pay no 
regards to eternal things. This short sightedness leads us to pray for 
wrong things and God being love, does not grant us those things 
because if He does, they will be a harm to us. 

It is because of such weaknesses that we need the Holy Spirit to help 
us in prayer. The Spirit helps us by teaching us to pray, by urging us 
to pray and by interceding on our behalf. So we need the Holy Spirit 
for our prayer lives to be effective. 


Fasting 


“However, this kind does not go out except by prayer and fasting" 
Matthew 17:21 


Nine of the twelve apostles had in vain attempted to cast out a demon 
from a boy and failed. When Jesus arrived from the mount of 
transfiguration. He rebuked the demon and it came out from the boy. 
The disciples later on approached Christ and asked Him why they 
had failed to cast out this evil spirit. To answer their question Jesus 
told them that the kind of demon they were dealing with only goes 
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out by prayer and fasting. (Matthew 17:14-21) 


There are issues which we can only overcome if we resort to this 
combination of prayer and fasting. If you have tried praying and 
things seem not to be changing, how about you combine your 
prayers with fasting. Fasting is the abstinence from food or fleshly 
desires for a time in order to devote time to pray and seeking God. 
It’s not just a matter of abstaining from food otherwise it becomes a 
hunger strike or dieting but there has to be devotion to God. Fasting 
puts us into a more receptive attitude to be able to understand and 
receive our answers from God. 


Humility 


“For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles 
himself will be exalted." (Luke 14:11) 


Jesus once told a parable which is recorded in Luke 18:10-14 of two 
men who went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other 
a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 
"God, I thank You that I am not like other men-extortioners, unjust, 
adulterers, or even as this tax collector I fast twice a week; I give tithes 
of all that I possess.' And the tax collector, standing afar off, would not 
so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, "God, 
be merciful to me a sinnerl'. Jesus then concluded his parable by 
saying that the tax collector went back to his home justified rather 
than the Pharisee, for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, 
and he who humbles himself will be exalted. 
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The problem with the Pharisee is that he took pride in the works 
which he did, he came to prayer with a mouthful of the religious rites 
he performed and thought to use them to gain favour before The 
Lord. He even went on to present himself as a better person than the 
tax collector, indeed he was full of himself. However, his pride didn’t 
help him to be justified, whereas the tax collector humbled himself 
and acknowledged that he was a sinner who needed mercy. The 
humility of the tax collector led to his prayer being answered. 

When we come to God, we must humble ourselves, for on our own 
we can do nothing. Whatever it is that we might think of taking pride 
in, we must know that it is not of our own making but God allowed 
us to have it or do it, therefore we can't take pride in it. Come before 
God with humbleness, acknowledge that you are a sinner in need of 
grace, and acknowledge that on your own you can do nothing, don’t 
just say it but mean it. 


Serving two masters 


No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and mammon. Matthew 6:24 


There is only one true God, Our Creator, apart from Him there is no 
one else and only to Him do we offer our prayers. Some do the right 
thing in offering their petitions to the true God but they then mess it 
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up by also looking for help from other gods (small letter 'g') which 
are just a cover for Satan. You cannot serve two masters, it’s either 
you are with God or you are against Him, no middle ground. The 
moment you look for help from sources which are not from God, you 
might as well forget that God will grant you your requests. You can’t 
be praying to God in one minute and the next you are going to seek 
help from sorcerers, wizards and occultists. 


We must have no other gods except Jehovah. Elijah at Mt. Carmel 
once addressed the Israelites and said to them "How long will you 
falter between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow Him; but if Baal, 
follow him." (1 Kings 18:24). You have to make a choice, its either you 
pray to the true God alone, or you pray to Satan and his gods, you 
can’t mix the two. After prayer don’t go around looking for answers 
from the wrong places, wait for Jehovah to answer you. Stay away 
from the devil’s territory otherwise he will mess you up. 


Prayer indeed does work but its only that sometimes we do not pray 
according to the principles which God wants us to follow and we end 
up thinking that prayer does not work. Let’s follow what the word of 
God says with regards to prayer and we will surely hit the target. 
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Chapter 6 - Spiritually Disarmed 


In the year 2015, more than two hundred Nigerian soldiers were 
dismissed from the army for not obeying orders, they were accused 
of fleeing rather than fighting the Boko Haram militants. One of the 
dismissed soldiers explained in an interview with a leading news 
channel that what he did was a tactical withdrawal. He claims that 
the enemy was more equipped than them, they had better weapons 
and they (the Nigerian soldiers) were outgunned. You can’t fight a 
battle and win without proper weapons against a highly armed 
enemy. As long as the enemy has better weapons than you, you are 
bound to lose the war. 


One of the most secured places of a country is not the banks were 
money and gold are kept but it is the armoury where guns and other 
weapons are stored. Once you have your weapons raided by the 
enemy, you will struggle to fight and win, your next option will be to 
flee from the warlike what the dismissed soldiers did. 


The Philistines Policy 


The Philistines knew that to defeat their enemy (the Israelites), they 
had to make sure that the latter does not have weapons. They came 
up with a policy to ensure that this is achieved. The Philistines made 
sure that no Blacksmith was found throughout all the land of Israel 
for the fear that the Hebrews might make them swords or spears: (1 
Samuel 13:19). Blacksmiths were the people responsible for making 
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weapons from iron. The Philistines' strategy was to disarm their 
enemy. Even today the enemy of the children of God: Satan, is on a 
drive to disarm those who believe in God so that they become 
unarmed and easy prey. 


This chapter is entitled "Spiritually disarmed" which is a description 
of a situation whereby a person is stripped of his/her spiritual 
weapons and is based on 1 Samuel 13:19-22. 


The Philistines realised that for Israel to be rendered weak with 
regards to warfare they must be disarmed, they must not have 
weapons, and for this to happen there must not be any blacksmiths. 
The Bible doesn't tell us how exactly this strategy of making sure that 
there are no Blacksmiths was executed. Probably the Philistines 
offered the Israeli blacksmiths better job opportunities somewhere, 
or they abducted them, or maybe they even killed anyone who did 
the weapon making business in Israel. Whatever method they used, 
it proved to be effective. There was no longer any blacksmith in the 
land of Israel which meant that there was no one who was able to 
make them any swords or spears to use to fight the enemy. 


Our weapon - Sword of the Spirit 


The Bible tells us in Ephesians 6:12 that “we do not wrestle against 
flesh and blood..." Our warfare as children of God does not involve 
physical swords or guns and bombs, no, but it's a spiritual warfare. 
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Ephesians 6:13 goes on to say “Therefore take up the whole armour 
of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand." The armour is then listed out on the verses which 
follow but our main focus in this sermon is on verse 17 which says 
"...and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God". 


Our sword is the word of God, the devil is aware of this weapon and 
he is making use of the same strategy which was used by the 
Philistines of making sure that in the land of Israel there is no 
blacksmith. Satan wants to remove among the children of God those 
that can make swords, by this 1 mean he wants a situation where no 
one can rightly teach the word of God. If people lack the word of God, 
they can easily be attacked by Satan and they cannot fight back. 


Of Ploughshares and Mattocks 


The shortage of blacksmiths caused all the Israelites to go down to 
the Philistines to sharpen their ploughshares, mattocks, axes, and 
sickles. The chosen tribe of God, going to have their tools sharpened 
by the Philistines. The devil makes sure that you won’t have anyone 
who can teach you the word of God correctly and in the end, you go 
to him for Bible study lessons. He directs you to his false prophets, 
false theological colleges and false churches. You will notice that 
among the tools which were being sharpened by the Philistines for 
the Israelites, none of these items was spears or swords. The 
Philistines are comfortable with sharpening your ploughshares and 
mattocks but they won’t sharpen swords for you because that will 
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indirectly mean that they have also empowered you with weapons 
to fight against them. 


Satan is not against you getting all the worldly things, he has no 
problem in giving you earthly riches, but when it comes to you 
getting the word of God, he is so against it. He doesn’t want you to 
come to the knowledge of the truth which is in the word of God. He 
gives you bottles of anointed water, anointed oils, calendars and 
posters with a picture of the pastor and his wife, wrist bands, 
necklaces with a cross, he gives you all relics and different religious 
paraphernalia you can think of. But he doesn’t give you the word of 
God, because it is in the word of God that people will know the truth 
which exposes him (the devil). 


There is nothing bad in having your farming tools sharpened but the 
one who is doing the sharpening has a hidden agenda. There is 
nothing wrong for a person to have wealth but the one who is giving 
you that wealth has ulterior motives. The devil wants you to have 
sharp farming tools but he doesn’t want you to have a sharp sword, 
even a blunt one. He wants you to be a millionaire but doesn’t want 
you to be rich in the word of God. He wants you to be empowered 
with the things of this world yet spiritually weak. 


If you are to listen to the radio stations when they air Church adverts, 
the testimonies are all about ploughshares and sickles. Very seldom 
do they give testimonies about the sword of the spirit (word of God), 
very few testify that they now know the word of God than before they 
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were born again. It’s all about worldly things, 7 managed to buy a 
residential stand, I managed to have a white wedding, a managed to 
buy a new car’, those are the kind of testimonies you hear. It’s all 
because the Philistines are the ones in charge of the smith’s industry 
so they allow you to have your garden shovels but never the swords. 


There is nothing bad with having your farming tools but when the 
war comes, you can’t successfully fight using gardening equipment, 
you need swords and spears. A shovel is a good tool for agricultural 
activities of the economy but not for the war. The 'gospel’ being 
preached today is about economic issues, 'I see your car, I see your 
business, I see your success’, yes we do need the material things but 
when it comes to spiritual battles, that message is irrelevant. 


Having made sure that there were no blacksmiths in Israel, on the 
day of the battle there was neither sword nor spear found in the hand 
of any of the people except for Saul and Jonathan his son. When it 
was wartime, Israel didn't have any weapons. As we are already in 
this spiritual war, some professing Christians do not have the word 
of God and yet they expect to overcome the devil. They just have 
wrist bands & church uniforms but they don’t have the word. Saul 
and Jonathan were the ones who had the weapons, even today only 
a few people are left holding on to the infallible word of God and 
many are ignorant about it. People are left with ploughshares and 
sickles, they are left with church doctrines and man’s traditions but 
without the word of God. 
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Why you need the Word 


The war against sin needs the word of God, that's why Psalms 119:11 
says "Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against 
You." You need the word of God in your heart to overcome sin. 
Matthew 4:1 tells us that Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. As Jesus was tempted, He 
quoted scripture. In responding to the devil he started His 
statements with the words 'it is written’ then went on to quote 
scripture. On Matthew 4:4 He quoted Deuteronomy 8:3, on Matthew 
4:7 He quoted Deuteronomy 6:16 and on Matthew 4:10 he quoted 
Deuteronomy 10:20. The word of God helps us to fight temptations 
as they come. 


"Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that 
proceeds from the mouth of God." Matthew 4:4 

Without the word of God, you are spiritually disarmed. Without 
bread (food) you will become physically weak, malnourished and in 
the end, you die. Without the spiritual bread (Word of God), you will 
become spiritually weak and you can die spiritually also. 


The word of God is a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path. (Psalms 
119:105). Without it, you will be living in darkness. Those who walk 
in darkness are at risk of falling into the devil's trap. In the dark, 
people can dress anyhow because they can't see what they are 
putting on that's why there is a lot of controversy around Christian 
dressing. In the dark, people can speak whatever they want no 
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matter how foul or offensive it might be because they think that no 
one is seeing them, that’s why we have a lot of hate speech and vulgar 
language. Anything goes in the dark as long people's lives are not 
illuminated by the word of God. 


"Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God" 
Romans 10:17 

The word of God builds our faith. For us to believe that God will fight 
our battles and help us to conquer, we need to go back to the word 
of God. Recorded testimonies which are in there will build up our 
faith that God can do for us what He did for others. 


"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness." 2 Timothy 3:16 

Through prayer we get to tell God what is in our hearts, but through 
reading His Word, we get to know what He wants from us. You can't 
say that God is silent when your Bible is closed. Those Holy 
Scriptures were written by various people who were inspired by God 
Himself. 2 Peter 1:20-21 says “for prophecy never came by the will of 
man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit." 
These men were just typists but the real source of the message was 
the Spirit of God. As we read the Bible we get to hear what God is 
saying to us. 
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Those who are Holy Spirit-filled make use of the Bible. You cannot be 
led by the Spirit of God and yet discard or contradict scripture. There 
are some professing believers who reject the Bible saying that they 
only make use of The Holy Spirit as their guide, but is this proper? 
Jesus Himself being full of the Holy Spirit when He went into the 
synagogue on Luke 4:16-19, He was given the book of Isaiah and read 
from it on Isaiah 61:1 which says "The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon 
Me Because the LORD has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the 
poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to 
the captives, And the opening of the prison to those who are bound." 
Jesus said, “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in 
spirit and truth" (John 4:24). if we are true worshippers, then we 
must be led by the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:14) and we must also be 
led by the truth and truth is the word of God (John 17:17). You can’t 
choose one and reject the other. 


in order to discourage people from reading the Bible, Satan makes 
use of various tactics, in one method he uses people to do evil things 
and yet claim to be following the Bible. For instance, a man can stand 
on the pulpit, twist some verses and defraud money from his 
followers, it would appear as if the Bible is to blame in such a case 
but not at all. imagine a kitchen knife, its purpose is to cut vegetables, 
meat and other things in the kitchen but we have people who are 
behind bars because they used that knife to kill another human 
being. Can we blame the crime on the knife or on the person who 
misused it? Of course, the knife is not the problem and we cannot ban 
knives from our kitchens. The same goes with the Bible, some people 
have misused scripture for their own benefit and the destruction of 
others. We can’t reject the Bible simply because someone has abused 
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it, but rather we must reject that wrong use of the scripture and not 
the Bible itself. 


The Bible helps us in making correct decisions in life, whether in 
business, social, relationships, leadership and many other areas. 
There are many lessons contained in the Bible to learn from and 
apply in our everyday lives. 


Don’t allow the Philistines to spiritually disarm you, don’t allow 
Satan to weaken you spiritually by depriving you of the word of God. 
Stay away from the agents of Satan who only desire to make 
mattocks for you but not swords. It is also for your advantage that 
you become your own blacksmith, start on your own to make your 
own swords. Start your personal study of the Bible, come up with a 
reading plan and follow it than to wait for someone to do it for you. 
We are approaching the second coming of Jesus, if you are not rooted 
in the word of God, you might easily be swept away with deceptions 
but if you are grounded in the word, you will overcome. 


Arm yourself with the Word of God. 
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Chapter 7 - The Undercover Enemy 


During the Rhodesian bush war (1964-1979) known also as the 
Second Chimurenga, the Rhodesian Army had a special force called 
the Selous Scouts. This regiment used the tactic of pseudo¬ 
operations which involved the soldiers dressing up as the enemy 
(the guerrillas - ZIPRA & ZANLA forces). The Selous Scouts would 
pretend to be guerrillas in all ways they could to infiltrate into the 
enemy for purposes of gathering information, disrupting their 
operations and to set traps to kill them. 


On 9 August 1976, the Selous Scouts went to Nyadzonya camp in 
Mozambique with trucks painted to look like those of FRELIMO, a 
liberation movement which was in solidarity with the guerrillas. It is 
reported that when the guerrillas saw these trucks they were very 
happy and sang freedom songs to welcome the foes whom they 
thought were their friends. Little did they know that it was the 
enemy in disguise, what later followed was a massacre, over a 
thousand people were killed by the Rhodesian forces as fire was 
opened at point-blank range. The Selous Scouts where an 
undercover enemy who pretended to be someone whom they were 
not. 

(Southern Rhodesia is the present-day Republic of Zimbabwe) 


This tactic of pseudo-operations is not only restricted to physical 
wars but it is also common in the spiritual war that we are in. There 
are enemies sent from the devil’s camp who infiltrate into God’s 
camp and pretend to be followers of Christ yet they have an agenda 
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to mislead the children of God. Jesus says on Matthew 7:15 "Beware 
of false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly 
they are ravenous wolves." 


The false prophets are not coming to the believers while dressed 
with t-shirts inscribed with big letters "FALSE PROPHET", no way, 
that would expose their true identity and jeopardise their mission. 
Rather they come in sheep’s clothing to appear harmless yet inside 
they are vicious wolves. Outward they appear to be sent by God but 
a deeper inspection of what they are inside will reveal that they are 
false ministers sent by the evil one. Their results show that they are 
an enemy who is bent on destroying the flock of Christ. 


Apostles inspired comments on the undercover enemy 


Apostle Paul as he gave his farewell address to the believers at 
Ephesus, he warned them about false prophets. 

"For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from among 
yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw 
away the disciples after themselves. Therefore watch, and 
remember that for three years I did not cease to warn every 
one night and day with tears." Acts 20:29-31 


Paul is expanding on what Jesus had already warned about 
concerning the false prophets. He also adds that among the believers 
shall men arise with wrong doctrines which are aimed at drawing a 
following for themselves and not towards Christ. These false 
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prophets are among the flock, it’s an enemy from within who is using 
pseudo-operations. 


Apostle Peter also gives a similar warning in his Epistle. 

"But there were also false prophets among the people, even as 
there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring 
in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought 
them, and bring on themselves swift destruction." 2 Peter 2:1 


Peter speaks not only about false prophets but also about false 
teachers who secretly bring in destructive teachings. Take note, they 
are secretly bringing in destructive heresies, their works are 
undercover, they don’t publicize that they want to bring in lies but 
they do it secretly. Peter uses the two words: "amongyou" and Paul 
also used: "amongyourselves", the enemy will be among the children 
of God, they will be inside the Church, they are enemies from within. 


“For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were 
marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the 
grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and 
our Lord Jesus Christ." ]ude 1:4 


Jude in the preceding scripture writes about some people who have 
sneaked into the church unnoticed. The word crept shows that these 
men don’t want to be noticed that they are intruders, that’s why they 
are stealthily creeping in. These people are ungodly and have a 
dangerous agenda of perverting the grace of God and they even deny 
Jesus Christ. 
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Peter says these false ministers will even deny the Lord, Jude also 
says they will deny the Lord Jesus Christ. This denial doesn’t 
necessarily mean that they will stand on the pulpit in church and by 
their words deny Jesus. Yes, they can do that, but it goes beyond that. 
There is a type of denial which we read of on Titus 1:16, which says 
"They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being 
abominable, disobedient, and disqualified for every good work." 
These people will say that they know God, so with regards to their 
words they claim to follow God, but in works, in their actions and 
their deeds, they deny him. in short, they live their lives in a way that 
contradicts the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


Masters of Deception 


Dear child of God, there is an enemy within the camp, not a few but 
many as Jesus foretold. The witch-doctors have taken off their 
traditional dressing and put on fancy suits and white garments, it's 
no longer business as usual, they have started churches and 
ministries not because they have repented but because they have 
been sent by the devil to mislead the children of God. These 
deceivers have positioned themselves at every corner be it on the 
internet, on the TV, radio stations, newspapers, everywhere they can 
with a mission to deceive people. 

it is not everyone who claims to be sent by God who is sent by Him. 
Some have been sent by the devil and won’t reveal their real master 
because once they do so you will stop following them. An enemy 
who comes dressed in as an enemy as easy to identify and you can 
take precautions to protect yourself. But an enemy who comes 
dressed like one of you is hard to detect and you can welcome him 
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when you should not. The devil is in the business of using deception, 
mixing truth and lies and to make it more appealing he puts in a lot 
of truth and just a little bit of lies which are enough to lead you 
astray. 


"Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he 
had two horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon." Revelation 
13:11 


The beast in the forgoing scripture had two horns like a lamb, the 
real lamb is Jesus Christ (John 1:29), but we see here this beast tried 
to present itself like the lamb (Jesus) obviously to deceive the 
people. The verse goes on to say that the beast spoke like a dragon, 
the dragon being Satan (Revelation 12:9). Though appearing as a 
lamb (Jesus), the speech was from the devil, that’s how the agents of 
Satan operate, they appear like they have been sent by Jesus but 
their speech (teachings, music, sermons and doctrines) is like that of 
the devil, they mislead the people. 

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 reads "For such are false apostles, deceitful 
workers, transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. And no 
wonder! For Satan, himself transforms himself into an angel of light. 
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves 
into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their 
works" 

False ministers are 'The Transformers’, they transform themselves to 
appear like ministers of righteousness, they copy it from their father 
Satan who also pretends to be an angel of light, yet being a prince of 
darkness. He pretends to be a messenger of light when in fact he 
brings in darkness, the whole aim being to deceive people. 


74 



Deception is real and very prevalent among us today, but how can 
we detect that this soldier is not one of us but is an enemy 
undercover? The next chapter of this book focuses on how to 
separate a true minister of God from a false one. 
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Chapter 8 - Discernment - separating friends from 

foes 


In the previous chapter we learnt that there are some enemies who 
are within the camp of God and pretend to be serving Christ, yet they 
are deceivers who have been sent by the devil to abuse the flock. In 
this chapter we will focus on how to identify whether a person has 
been sent by God or by the devil. 


Once you start presenting on such a topic, some people will quickly 
interject and say "Do not judge others", yes we are not supposed to 
condemn others but what we are doing here is testing whether a 
person is sent by God or not. The Bible actually gives us the right to 
do so, for it says in 1 John 4:1 “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but 
test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets 
have gone out into the world." 


We are not supposed to believe a person simply because they claim 
to be sent by God, but we are supposed to test the spirit behind that 
person, whether it’s from God or from the devil. Jesus actually 
commended the church of Ephesus on Revelation 2:2 for testing 
those who claimed to be apostles and were not, but were found to be 
liars. We need to discern, that is to separate the good from the bad, 
friends from the foes. 


It is easier for a soldier to identify whether another soldier is real or 
fake but if you give that task to a civilian, it would be difficult to 
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perform. Soldiers have standards, they dress in a particular way, 
they use certain words when communicating, and they carry 
themselves differently from the civilians. So someone already in the 
system can fish out any pretenders. You need to be in the system to 
be able to identify any pretenders from outside, you need to be a 
child of God in order to be able to separate other children of God from 
pretenders who would have been sent by the devil. 


Let us consider the ways which we can test the spirits. 


Be Guided By The Holy Spirit 

First things first, be on the right side you yourself, it doesn't help 
much to try to test for false gospel ministers when you yourself don’t 
believe in Jesus Christ. At the end of the day, you and the false pastor 
whom you have proved to be fake, you are both all lost. Establish a 
relationship with God first. 


"But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, 
because they are spiritually discerned." 1 Corinthians 2:14 


God is Spirit, the devil is also a spirit and even the war which is going 
on is spiritual. You need to have the Spirit of God to be able to 
understand spiritual matters. Your natural knowledge or 
intelligence won’t help much to discern between those sent by God 
and pretenders, but the Holy Spirit will guide you. As Jesus said on 
John 14:26, The Holy Spirit shall teach you all things, ALL means 
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everything, and even this issue of discernment is included in the 
word all. Let it be your prayer that you may receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit because without Him you cannot separate the real from 
the fake. 


1 John 4:1 which instructs us to tests spirits is part of an epistle 
written to believers in Christ. It was not written to people who don’t 
believe in Jesus. Even the previous chapter 1 John 3 is concluded with 
verse 24 which says “...And by this we know that He abides in us, by 
the Spirit whom He has given us." The recipients of this letter were 
believers who had the Holy Spirit and on the next chapter they are 
given the charge to test spirits. How can we test other spirits when 
we ourselves are not spiritual? 


One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is the gift of discerning of spirits 
(read 1 Corinthians 12:10). By the way, to discern means to 
distinguish something as being different from something else, and 
The Holy Spirit helps us to do this well on spiritual matters. 


There was a man named Ahijah who was a prophet of God whom we 
read of in 1 Kings 14:1-6. Due to old age his eyes could not see, he 
was now blind. Jeroboam the king of Israel wanted to take advantage 
of this man’s blindness, so he sent his wife to go this prophet 
disguised as someone else so that she won’t be recognized. However, 
God exposed this and informed Ahijah about this concealment before 
the wife of Jeroboam had even arrived. If you have a relationship 
with God, He will reveal to you that which you cannot see with the 
naked eye. He will expose deceptions formed by the enemy. 
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Some of these things which we wonder whether they are from God 
or not, we can just pray and ask God to reveal their true identity and 
source. If we are sincere, surely the Lord will answer us in ways 
which we can understand. As Jeremiah 33:3 says "Call to Me, and I 
will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you 
do not know." 


Accurate Fulfilment 


With regards to those who claim to foretell the future, one of the 
basic tests to see whether a prophet is sent by God or not is to check 
for the accurate fulfilment of their prophecies. Take note I didn’t just 
say fulfilment but 'accurate fulfilment’ because sometimes false 
prophecies appear to have been fulfilled but there is much doubt on 
how accurate they were. There is a wide gap on what they predicted 
and what later happened. The true God doesn’t miss; what He says 
He will fulfil. 


"When a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing 
does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the 
LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it 
presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him." Deuteronomy 
18:22 


When a person gives a prophecy in the name of the Lord - (Almost 
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every one of them today speaks in the name of The Lord Jesus, 
though some are just using the name yet they have not been sent by 
Him (read Matthew 7:22-23) - And that prediction does not happen 
as they said it would. Then you must know that the Lord has not 
spoken to that person. Just like in the days of Jeremiah the prophets 
in that time prophesied lies in the name of the Lord. God declared 
that He didn’t send them, neither had He commanded them nor 
spoke to them (read Jeremiah 14:14). The predictions of these false 
prophets foretold prosperity which did not come to pass. 


Thus says the Lord GOD: "Woe to the foolish prophets, who 
follow their own spirit and have seen nothing! Ezekiel 13:3 


There are actually prophets who follow their own spirit, not the Holy 
Spirit, and claim to see spiritual things yet they don’t see anything, 
that’s why their prophecies don’t come to pass. Some of them 
actually see visions, though being false visions from divination (read 
Ezekiel 13:6) 


If people would take time to seat down and check whether the 
predictions made by certain men and women of cloth where ever 
fulfilled, they would soon realise the truth. Where 1 come from, 
whenever the year starts a lot of prophets give predictions of things 
which will happen in that year, they make big predictions. But the 
year will come to an end without those things being fulfilled, come 
new year, they make other predictions again. The problem with the 
followers is that they never check to see whether those predictions 
were ever fulfilled. 
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A true prophecy is supposed to come to pass accurately as it was 
given unless if it’s a conditional prophecy where certain conditions 
have to be fulfilled for its occurrence or non-occurrence. Like Jonah 
gave a prophecy that Nineveh was going to be destroyed in 40 days 
(read Jonah 3:4) 'IF' the people did not repent. However, they 
repented so the prophecy was not fulfilled, that doesn't make Jonah 
a false prophet, no, it was a conditional prophecy. 


Nevertheless, if there are no conditions attached to it, then it has to 
be fulfilled. That being said, some false prophets try to smuggle in 
some conditions into their predictions so that when the prediction 
fails, they will quickly say the conditions were not met that’s why the 
prediction was not fulfilled. Therefore, this test might not be 
conclusive on its own, so we will consider other tests. 


Accurate yes, but what is the source 


Being a false prophet doesn’t necessarily mean giving false 
predictions, yes false predictions can be a sign that someone is not 
sent by God, but still a false prophet can give an accurate prediction. 
What they say can actually come to pass but still remain false 
prophets because their source of information is not God but the devil. 
A false minister can work a real miracle but he remains a false 
minister because the source of his power is the devil. On Matthew 
24:24 Jesus said the false Christs and false prophets of the end days 
shall perform great miracles. He didn’t say they will pretend to 
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perform great miracles but He said they will actually perform real 
miracles. 1 don't deny the fact that there are some pretenders who 
stage manage miracles but in the context of Jesus’ words on Matthew 
24:24 there are some who do real miracles but still are false gospel 
workers. 


The fact that one preacher predicted that a certain President is going 
to die and it happened as he said does not make him a true prophet. 
We need to ask ourselves what source is that information coming 
from, God or Satan? The devil is in a habit of making predictions and 
then tries to use his power to make that prediction come to pass, 
though sometimes God stops him from succeeding. 


In Acts 16:16-18 we read of a girl who had a spirit of divination and 
was a fortune teller who used to bring much profit to her masters 
from this practice. She followed Paul and his companions shouting 
loud and saying: "These men are the servants of the Most High God, 
who proclaim to us the way of salvation". What she was saying was 
indeed true, but the source of this information was a demon which 
was possessing her, which Paul later casted out. A person who has a 
spirit of divination is able to tell you about events in the past, in the 
present or even in the future which are accurate but the spirit is not 
of God but Satan. 


"If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, 
and he gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder 
comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, "Let us go after 
other gods'-which you." hove not known-"and let us serve 
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them, 'you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that 
dreamer of dreams, for the LORD your God is testing you to 
know whether you love the LORD your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul. Deuteronomy 13:1-3 


After having seen a miracle or a prediction come to pass, some 
people are being led to idolatry. They are now esteeming someone 
or something else above God, they now place anointed oils, anointed 
wrist bands, anointed water, above God, that thing has taken the 
place of God, they even make an idol out of the pastor, he receives 
reverence and respect which is only due to God. But the preceding 
scriptures have told us that we must not listen to such prophets who 
having performed miracles or given true predictions, then lead us to 
the worship of other gods, these are false prophets. 


Yes, a miracle has been performed, a prediction has come to pass but 
if by his or her teaching, this prophet leads you the worship of false 
gods then (s)he is false prophet. 


The Bible Our Standard 


The Word of God contained in the Bible is the standard by which we 
use to measure all things relating to the worship of God. 


"To the law and to the testimony I If they do not speak according 
to this word, it is because there is no light in them." Isaiah 8:20 
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If a person teaches things which are not in line with what the Bible 
teaches, then there is no light in him/her. God has not sent such 
people but the prince of darkness (Satan) is the one using them. God 
is not an author of confusion (read 1 Corinthians 14:33) who in one 
instance says one thing and the next minute He sends a prophet to 
come up with another contradicting teaching. He does not change 
(read Malachi 3:6). 


There are a lot of preachers out there who put forward doctrines and 
sermons which directly oppose what the Bible teaches and they 
claim to be filled by the Holy Spirit. Ail scripture is given by 
Inspiration of God as 2 Timothy 3:16 says, The Holy Spirit inspired 
the writing of the Bible. 2 Peter 1:21 also says "for prophecy never 
came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved 
by the Holy Spirit." If we bring these two verses together, then If 
anyone claims to have the Holy Spirit, what (s)he prophesies or 
teaches must be in line with what the Bible teaches because the Holy 
Spirit who inspired the writing of the Bible is also the same Spirit 
who moves people to prophesy. Therefore, there should be no 
inconsistency there. 


Deception is the mixing of truth and error. The devil doesn’t just take 
error and preaches it to you, no, he takes some truth and mixes it 
with error so that it might not be easily detected. It’s not every time 
that a false minister uses lies, sometimes they speak the truth from 
the Bible and then throw in some lies here and there though 
seemingly small but their effect is enough to lead you astray. So be 
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on the lookout of deviations which some preachers present on the 
pulpit and various platforms. 


Satan is in the business of opposing the word of God, starting in 
Genesis when God told man that if he eats the fruit from the 
forbidden tree he was SURELY going to die (read Genesis 2:17). The 
devil using a snake as a medium (he always uses other mediums to 
convey his messages), he said you shall SURELY NOT die (read 
Genesis 3:4). The devil took God’s word, and made some changes to 
it before republishing it to Eve. Be very analytical to the word which 
is preached to you, be on the look out of some changes which are 
presented by people but not in the Holy Scriptures. 


it is necessary to know the scriptures very well so that whenever 
something preached or done is not in line with the Bible you can 
quickly detect it. But if you do not know the scriptures, you are in 
danger of being of deceived. Know your Bible, be like the Bereans, 
whenever the word was preached they would cross check against the 
Bible whether those things were so (read Acts 17:10-11). 


By their fruits 


in relation to false prophets, Jesus said we shall know them by their 
fruits (Matthew 7:16-20). We need to check what fruits a gospel 
minister is producing and this will give us a good indicator about 
who they are serving. Galatians 5:22-23 teaches us about the fruit of 
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the Spirit which is love, joy, peace, long suffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control Against such there is no law. 


Anyone who claims that they have the Holy Spirit must exhibit all 
these virtues listed above. When a gospel minister expresses hatred 
to those who oppose him by making threats, is that showing love? 
Jesus Himself showed love to those who tormented him by praying 
for their forgiveness even though they had not asked for it (read Luke 
23:34). Those who are Holy Spirit filled are supposed to love their 
enemies, bless those who curse them, do good to those who hate 
them, and pray for those who spitefully use and persecute them 
(read Matthew 5:44). 


Another virtue among the fruit of the Spirit is temperance, one who 
is Holy Spirit led must exercise self-control in all things. This habit of 
failing to control appetites in regards to accumulating wealth for 
themselves, failure to control their sexual desires is a sign that one 
doesn't have the Spirit of God. 1 have just explained two of the nine 
virtues listed, but there is need to examine one by one of each and 
checking it against the character of one who professes to be sent by 
the Holy Spirit. 


By their fruits you shall know them, the gospel being preached, what 
kind of converts is it producing? If you consider the gospel of Jesus it 
changed people from their violent nature to be peace lovers. 
Consider the man who had a legion of demons on Mark 5:1-20, 
consider Saul (Paul) who used to persecute believers but after being 
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changed by Jesus he desisted from violence. There is a certain 
'gospel' which is being preached, a gospel not from Christ which is 
creating converts who are very hostile. They curse, threaten and can 
even engage in violent acts against anyone who does not agree with 
their leader. Vengeance is mine says the Lord (read Romans 12:19), 
but there is a false message out there which gives you God’s 
prerogative to execute revenge to those who offend you. 


If there is one virtue that Jesus taught and practised so much is 
humility. A true servant of Jesus Christ is humble. The devil was 
chased out of heaven after he had developed pride and it is that pride 
which exists today in his agents. They exalt themselves above all 
other people, trampling down on their followers, demanding 
reverence which is only due to God. 


In a summary, the lifestyle that the gospel minister is showing, is it 
in line with what the Bible teaches? Of course he might be preaching 
the correct message but is (s)he himself/herself living by that 
message (s)he is preaching? 


Not For Sale (the sin of simony) 


There is a word in the dictionary which was coined after a man 
whom we find in the Bible by the name of Simon Magus (read Acts 
8:9-24). This word is "Simony" which is defined as the act of selling 
church offices and roles. The term also extends to other forms of 
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trafficking for money in "spiritual things". Simon was a sorcerer 
(magician/wizard) in the city of Samaria, after hearing the gospel 
preached by Philip he believed and was baptised together with other 
people. When he saw the Apostles laying their hands on the new 
converts so that they receive the Holy Spirit, he offered them money. 
He said, “Give me this power also, that anyone on whom I lay my hands 
may receive the Holy Spirit". But Peter responded by saying unto him, 
“Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God 
may be purchased with money..." 


The gifts of God cannot be purchased with money. Prophecy among 
many other things is a gift of the Holy Spirit (read 1 Corinthians 
12:10). Therefore, you cannot pay in cash or in kind in order to 
receive a prophecy. If you are being charged directly or indirectly 
then know that it’s not from God. 


“Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils 
freely you have received, freely you must give" Matthew 10:8 


Those sent by Jesus do not charge for doing the work of God because 
they were given that power for free, if they are asking you to pay then 
they have not been sent by God. 


“For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Ghrist, but their 
own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the 
hearts of the simple." Romans 16:18 
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These people are not serving the Lord Jesus Christ but their own 
stomachs. They want to feed themselves on the flock of God instead 
of feeding the flock. 


2 Peter 2:3 Gives us a warning concerning false teachers who 
through their greed shall exploit believers. They are greedy of 
gaining wealth so they charge you for that which is for free. A true 
servant of God doesn’t charge for that which is for free, beware of 
these conmen who put much emphasis on you giving them money 
for that which God availed for free. 


Who are you led to follow? 


John the Baptist being a true prophet of God, when he stood with two 
of his disciples, and looking upon Jesus as He walked he said “Behold 
the Lamb of God" and the two disciples heard him speak and they 
followed Jesus (read John 1:35-37). John was the kind of minister 
who led people to Christ, even his own followers (disciples) in this 
case he directed them to Christ. A true minister of the Gospel is 
supposed to direct people to Christ and not to themselves. 


On 1 Corinthians 11:1 (KJV) Paul says “Be ye followers of me, even as 
1 also am of Christ". Though asking people to follow him, he sets a 
condition: 'as i also follow Christ'. Meaning to say, before you decide 
to be a follower of Paul you must check whether Paul himself is 
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following Christ. That’s not the case with false ministers today, they 
just want you to follow them even though they themselves are not 
following Christ. Some are following worldly riches and fame, some 
are following things which have nothing to do with the gospel of 
Christ, some are even following the devil and they want you to follow 
together with them. 


True ministers are there to lead people to Christ, they are not 
supposed to look for followers for their own benefit but for Jesus 
because it is only Him who can save sinners. False ministers are the 
opposite; they look for followers for themselves. 


“For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock. Also from among 
yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw 
away the disciples after themselves" Acts 20:29-30 


The wolves being referred to here are not the literal animals but false 
prophets (read Matthew 7:15) and the flock is the church (believers 
in Christ). These false ministers have an aim to draw away disciples 
after them, they just want to make a following using any means they 
can employ, whether be it stage managed miracles, faking 
testimonies, doing publicity stunts, the goal is draw disciples after 
them not after Jesus Christ. 
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The way false ministers preach and exalt themselves will leave you 
with the impression that you cannot be saved without them yet they 
also like everyone need salvation. They have elevated their names to 
an extent that even the prayers of their followers appear to be done 
in the name of the leader and not in the name of Jesus. Whenever the 
followers try to explain their beliefs they will quote what the leader 
said rather than quoting scripture. The leader has created followers 
for himself rather than followers for Jesus. When the leader 
backslides, he falls together with his followers because they were 
clinging onto him instead of holding on to Jesus. 


Strengthened towards what? 


The Pharisees and Scribes of the Bible times have something in 
common with false ministers of today. 


“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel 
land and sea to win one proselyte, and when he is won, you 
make him twice as much a son of hell os yourselves.” Matthew 
23:15 


These religious people went far and wide looking for someone to 
convert to their religion, when they found him you would expect that 
they would surely do a good work by turning that person from an 
evil life to a holy life which pleases God. But it was not so, they made 
that person more wicked than themselves. Such is a sign of false 
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ministers, instead of making converts to turn to God, they make them 
worse than they were initially. 


Take for instance when a false minister comes into contact with a 
famous worldly person be it a politician, sportsmen, artiste etc., 
instead of preaching to that person that (s)he may repent and be 
saved, they strengthen him or her to remain in his or her ways which 
do not please God. 


With reference to false prophets, Ezekiel 13:22 says "Because with 
lies you have made the heart of the righteous sad, whom 1 have not 
made sad; and you have strengthened the hands of the wicked, so that 
he does not turn from his wicked way to save his life.'' 


They speak lies in their teachings and prophecies which discourage 
the righteous people from continuing in the path of righteousness 
and make them sad. God’s true ministers actually strengthen the 
righteous to continue walking in the right way. To the wicked, the 
false prophets strengthen them to continue in their wicked ways 
instead of repenting from it. 


If you find a prophet who gives you 'holy water’ to empower you so 
that you can take someone’s husband and making him yours instead 
of teaching you to turn away from that adulterous act, is he not 
fulfilling what the verse in Ezekiel 13 said? Should ministers of God 
empower us to break the laws of God and even the laws of 


92 



governments or they should empower us to obey? Surely God want's 
total obedience from us. False ministers are in the habit of giving 
people various anointed items which empower them to continue in 
disobedience. 


Be very alert to ministers who say peace and safety when sudden 
destruction is coming, who instead of warning you of the judgement 
to come they strengthen you to remain in a sinful life. 
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Chapter 9 - The Star Wars 


During the Cold War, Ronald Reagan the then American President 
proposed the Strategic Defence Initiative (SDl), a program that was 
aimed at shooting down nuclear missiles in space. This ambitious 
plan was known as "Star Wars". In a televised address on the 23'’'^ of 
March 1983, Reagan called upon USA engineers and scientists to 
create a system that would render nuclear weapons obsolete. The 
whole idea was to shift the country’s defence mechanism from earth 
to outer space by creating a space-based shield that would neutralize 
nuclear missiles. However, Reagan's dream remained science fiction 
though his government spent billions on developing this concept. 


Reagan saw the need of having a defence system to protect his 
nation. We all need some form of defence against harm which might 
be thrown our way. God already has in existence a 'star wars defence 
mechanism’ in operation to protect His people. There are stars which 
are sent by God to protect us and by stars, 1 do not mean the ones 
which you see in the sky at night or stars of the zodiac. In the 
symbolic language of the Bible, angels are referred to as stars, though 
not in every case when the word 'star' is used to refer to angels but 
we have to consider the context of each scripture. 

Revelation 1:20 says “...The seven stars are the angels of the seven 
churches..." 

Angels, among other roles, they are involved in fighting spiritual 
wars on our behalf. In this chapter, we shall learn more about angels 
which 1 have nicknamed 'star warriors'. 
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Hezekiah's Star Wars Defence Mechanism 


During the fourteenth year of the reign of King Hezekiah, the king of 
Judah there came up Sennacherib king of Assyria against the fortified 
cities of Judah and tJiougJit to win tJiem over to Jiimself. Wfien 
Hezekiafi saw tfiis, lie realised that Sennacherib's purpose was to 
make war against Jerusalem, so he consulted with his leaders and 
commanders to stop the water from the springs which were outside 
the city, and they helped him. He strengthened his fortifications by 
rebuilding walls that had been broken and built up another wall. 
Military captains were appointed over the people. After doing all 
that, he gathered the people and said to them "Be strong and 
courageous; do not be afraid nor dismayed before the king of Assyria, 
nor before all the multitude that is with him; for there are more with 
us than with him. With him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the LORD 
our God, to help us and to fight our battles." And the people of Judah 
were strengthened by the words of their king, Hezekiah (2 
Chronicles 32:1-8). 


Hezekiah had made all the physical preparations for war but he knew 
that it was not enough, he had to seek the Lord because Proverbs 
21:31 says "The horse is prepared for the day of battle, but deliverance 
is of the LORD". He might have made all the fortifications and army 
preparations but without the Lord, it would all be in vain, thus he 
strengthened his people in the Lord. We might do all that needs to be 
done in this spiritual war against evil, but as long as it’s just our 
efforts, we will not win, we need the Lord to be with us to overcome. 
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After this Sennacherib sent to Hezekiah and all the people of Judah 
who were in Jerusalem a message through his servants with which 
he tried to discourage the people and persuade them to surrender 
without a fight. The devil always has a discouraging message for 
those on God's side, he wants them to surrender to his evil 
machinations without giving a fight. Satan has his people who will 
tell you that "you can't fight such and such a sin, just surrender, you 
are not Jesus, you Just a sinner after all, so you might as well continue 
in sin". The devil has ready speakers who discourage you from living 
a holy life and they give you derogatory names such as "holier-than- 
thou". 


Sennacherib boasted about the successful battles he and his father 
had won against various people. Satan will always show you a list of 
those whom he successfully took down just as to discourage you. In 
his message, Sennacherib even undermined The Lord that He won't 
be able to help the people of Judah. The servants of Sennacherib said 
even more against the LORD God and his servant Hezekiah (read 2 
Chronicles 32:9-16). 


The words of contempt by Sennacherib were not just verbal but he 
even wrote letters to revile the LORD God of Israel, and to speak 
against Him, saying, "As the gods of the nations of other lands have not 
delivered their people from my hand, so the God of Hezekiah will not 
deliver His people from my hand." (2 Chronicles 32:9-17). Satan has 
his authors who are in the business of writing publications which 
mock God and belittle Him. The aim is just to discourage you from 
following the truth. Stay away from material which undermines God 
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and His power, it will only weaken your faith and once that is done 
you become easy prey to Satan. 


Hezekiah and Prophet Isaiah joined hands and prayed to the Lord, 
they didn’t try to match wits by writing back to Sennacherib or by 
getting into a verbal debate, but they took matters to a higher office, 
they took it to God Himself in prayer (read 2 Chronicles 32:20). Let’s 
learn to take matters up to God. 


In answer to the prayers. The Lord sent an angel (just one angel) 
which killed one hundred and eighty-five thousand (185,000) 
soldiers of the Assyrians in a single night. Soldiers (not civilians) 
were massacred by ONE angel in ONE night (read Isaiah 37:36 or 2 
Kings 19:35 or 2 Chronicles 32:21). The battle was over without the 
people of Judah firing a single arrow, not one of them was even 
injured. Victory in this physical battle was obtained spiritually - by 
praying and the Lord sent His 'star warrior’ to fight for His people. 
No human being can on his own do this kind of damage unless 
probably he employs a nuclear bomb or some other high-tech 
weapon. 


Seeing that on the Lord’s side we have such supernatural beings in 
the form of angels who can be sent to our aid, it would be necessary 
if we could study what they are, how they came to being, their power 
and other related matters. 
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What are they and how did they come into being? 


Colossians 1:16 informs us that all things that are in heaven and that 
are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
principalities or powers. All of these things were created through 
Jesus and for Him. Angels fall within this category, they are created 
heings. 


Angels were created before humans because Job 38:4-7 says that the 
morning stars (referring to angels) sang together as they beheld the 
creation of this earth. That's why when we consider the creation 
narrative in Genesis 1 and 2 we don’t read anything about the 
creation of angels. It’s because the Genesis account deals with the 
record of the creation of this earth, everything on and around it and 
humans. It doesn’t cover the creation of angels because they were 
already created before the Earth’s creation. 


Before any human being had died, we see God placing Angels in the 
Garden of Eden to guard the way of the Tree of life (Genesis 3:24). 
No human had died so far, yet angels were already in existence, 
meaning angels are not babies or human beings who have died and 
are promoted to become angels. This might be common preaching 
especially at funerals where the Pastor comforts the mourners by 
telling them that their departed loved one has been promoted to 
become an angel in heaven, with all due respect this cannot be 
supported by the Bible. 
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Hebrews 12:22 talks of an innumerable (uncountable) number of 
angels. John on Revelation 5:11 he says “when I looked, and 1 heard 
the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and 
the elders; and the number of them was ten thousand times ten 
thousand, and thousands of thousands". So with regards to numbers, 
angels are so many. 


What purpose do they serve? 


As Daniel was in the lion's den, an angel of the Lord came and shut 
up the lions' mouth so that the servant of the Lord was not harmed 
(Daniel 6:22). When Sodom and the surrounding cities were about 
to be destroyed, two angels came to the rescue of Lot and his family 
(Genesis 19). To Peter in prison, an angel came to his deliverance 
during the night (Acts 12). in all these examples, the work of angels 
can be summarised using Hebrews 1:14 which says "Are they not all 
ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit 
salvation?" 


"The angel of the LORD encamps all around those who fear Him, 
and delivers them." Psalms 34:7 

Angels are in the business of protecting those who fear the Lord. 
There are some battles which they fight on our behalf and we know 
little of. it’s not by sheer luck that you are alive today, there are a lot 
of battles which God’s angels have fought for you. 
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When Jesus was arrested before his crucifixion, his disciple Peter 
took out a sword and struck the ear of Malchus a servant of the high 
priest who was part of the team who had come to arrest Jesus. Then 
said Jesus unto Peter, "Putyour sword in its place, for all who take the 
sword will perish by the sword. Or do you think that I cannot now pray 
to My Father, and He will provide Me with more than twelve legions of 
angels? (Matthew 26:51-53). The words of Jesus reveal that God can 
send angels to fight battles on behalf of his children on this earth. By 
Just a prayer, God the Father could have dispatched twelve legions of 
angels to fight for Christ. If one angel destroyed 185,000 people in a 
single night, imagine what 12 legions of angels could have done? 
Some historians say a Roman legion at that time had at least 4,000 
(four thousand) soldiers, if that’s the case, 12 legions would translate 
to 48,000 angels. Had they come in such numbers they would have 
wiped out the whole earth. 


Before being arrested, Jesus spent some time in the Mount of Olives 
praying. As He prayed there appeared an angel from heaven 
strengthening Him (Luke 22:43). Instead of sending an angel to 
deliver Jesus out of the hands of those who killed Him, God sent an 
angel to strengthen His son to endure what was coming His way. So 
sometimes God doesn’t send angels to destroy our enemies but He 
sends them to strengthen us to go through whatever it is we are 
facing. Either way, it is for our good. 


God’s angels are going to be involved in the harvest process when 
this world ends. When Jesus told the parable of the wheat and tares 
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on Matthew 13:37-43, He said the reapers are the angels. Talking 
about His second coming on Matthew 16:27, He (Jesus) said He will 
come with His angels. Even when Paul writes about the same event 
on 2 Thessalonians 1:7, he says Jesus will come with His mighty 
angels. So at the close of this earth's history angels will come 
together with Jesus to take those who are saved to heaven. 


How do they look like? 


Angels can appear in various forms. They can appear in their glory. 
To the Shepherds watching their flocks at night, an angel appeared 
to announce the birth of Jesus Christ. When the angel appeared, the 
glory of the Lord shone around them insomuch that they were filled 
with great fear because of this sight (Luke 2:9). In prison when the 
angel appeared to Peter, a light shined in the cell (Acts 12:7). When 
the angels are going to come with Jesus on His second coming, they 
will come in their glory (Luke 9:26). They can have an appearance of 
flashing light. Matthew 28:3 referring to an angel says “His 
countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow." 


Angels can also appear in human form. The Bible records on Genesis 
19:1 that two angels came to Sodom, but as you read on that story, 
the men of that city did not see these celestial beings as angels but as 
mere humans. This is shown by the way they spoke to Lot who 
hosted these two angels, the men of the city said "Where are the men 
who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may know them 
carnally." (Genesis 19:5). To the men of Sodom, the angels looked like 
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ordinary men and not angels that's why they even wanted to have 
sexual relations with those angels. 


“Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some have 
unwittingly entertained angels." Hebrews 13:2 


We are called to show hospitality to strangers because some in doing 
so have entertained angels unknowingly. Abraham is one example, 
he welcomed strangers who were just passing by without even 
knowing that they were angels and the Lord was among them. 
(Genesis 18). 


Angels can also come in the form of dreams, or they can appear in 
dreams. To Jacob, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 
(Genesis 31:11). To Joseph, we have records of an angel appearing to 
him in a dream thrice. On the first occasion when he was told not to 
divorce Mary (see Matthew 1:20); on the second occasion when he 
was instructed to flee to Egypt with baby Jesus and Mary as Herod 
wanted to kill the child (see Matthew 2:13) and on Matthew 2:19 
when he was told to return to Israel since Herod who earlier on 
wanted to kill Jesus was no longer alive. 


The burning bush that Moses saw which was on fire but not 
consumed was not on ordinary fire but it was an angel of the Lord 
who appeared like a flame of fire (read Exodus 3:2-3 and Acts 7:30). 
Angels have that ability to appear in the form of fire. Psalms 104:4 
says: “Who makes His angels spirits, His ministers a flame of fire" 


102 



What are their strengths and abilities? 

"Bless the LORD, you His angels, Who excel in strength, who do 
His word. Heeding the voice of His word." Psalms 103:20 


Angels excel in strength, they do extremely well when it comes to the 
display of power. We as humans were created a little lower than 
angels that's according to Psalms 8:5. But how little lower are we as 
compared to angels? In our introduction we read of how one angel 
killed 185,000 humans in a single night, that’s how 'little lower’ we 
are. So no matter what strength we have or we think we have, just 
know that it’s a little lower than that of angels. 


The strengths and abilities are revealed in various supernatural 
things they can do. 


Angels can speak through animals. When the serpent tempted Eve, 
the snake was just used as a channel (medium) to convey the 
message from Satan a fallen angel (Genesis 3). Not only can angels 
speak through animals but they can cause a change in the behaviour 
of animals. On Numbers 22:22-35, Balaam's donkey saw an angel 
standing in the way and the animal turned aside out of the road and 
went into the field. Balaam (who had not seen the angel) struck the 
donkey to turn her back into the road but it resisted and pushed 
Balaam's foot against the wall. All this behaviour was caused by an 
angel. 
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When Daniel was in the lion's den, the normal behaviour of the lions 
was to devour humans but they behaved in an abnormal way for the 
Bible records that an Angel had been sent by the Lord to close the 
mouths of the lions (Daniel 6:22). Some people have encountered 
dangerous animals but were not harmed in any way, not because the 
animals didn't want to attack them but because God had sent his 
angels to cause the animals to change their behaviour. Do you also 
realise that Daniel was in a sealed place, yet an angel managed to get 
inside there, meaning angels can have access to physically secure 
places, they can pass through walls, and they are not subject to 
physical barriers since they are spiritual beings. 


King Herod was struck to death by the angel of the Lord because he 
didn't give glory to God (Acts 12:23). This shows that angels can kill, 
not just ordinary people but even kings despite them being 
surrounded by high security. Sennacherib's army of 185,000 soldiers 
was killed by one angel. They can also cause disability. Zachariah, the 
father of John the Baptist was made dump by angel Gabriel and was 
not able to speak for some time (Luke 1:19-20). Men of Sodom were 
struck by blindness by angels of God (Genesis 19:11). 


Their ability to present themselves in various forms which we have 
already considered is also part of their strengths. We studied that 
they can present themselves as flames of fire (see Exodus 3:2-3; Acts 
7:30; Psalms 104:4), they can also cause fire not to have its burning 
effect. An angel caused the fiery furnace not to have any effect on 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (Daniel 3:28). 
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Angels have records of human affairs, they know a great detail of 
information relating to people. Let us consider a particular passage 
of scripture in which an Angel of God had a message to a man named 
Cornelius. 

About the ninth hour of the day, he saw clearly in a vision an 
angel of God coming in and saying to him, "Cornelius!" And 
when he observed him, he was afraid, and said, "What is it, 
lord?" So he said to him, "Your prayers and your alms have 
come up for a memorial before God. Now send men to Joppa, 
and send for Simon whose surname is Peter. He is lodging with 
Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea. He will tell you what 
you must do." Acts 10:3-6 


Let us list down the things which the angel knew about 

1. The name of the person whom it was talking to - Cornelius 

2. The worship lifestyle of Cornelius - your prayers and your 
alms 

3. Name of a place - Joppa 

4. Names of people who are at Joppa - Simon Peter and Simon a 
tanner 

5. Occupation of Simon - A tanner 

6. The exact location of Simon's house - by the sea 

7. What Simon Peter will do -he will tell you what to do 
Cornelius did exactly as he was told, he sent men to Joppa, found 
Simon at the said address and he came and preached to him and his 
household. This proves that Angels have a lot of information even 
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that which we do not know. Joab once likened David's wisdom to that 
of an angel of God which knows everything that is in the earth. 

To bring about this change of affairsyour servant Joab has done 
this thing; but my lord is wise, according to the wisdom of the 
angel of God, to know everything that is in the earth." 2 Samuel 
14:20 


On the resurrection morning, there was a great earthquake which 
the Bible attributes to an angel of the Lord which had descended 
from heaven, on a mission to roll back the stone from the door of 
Jesus’s tomb (Matthew 28:2). Two things we learn from this account 
is that angels can cause earthquakes and they can move physical 
objects like what was done to the stone at Jesus grave. Over and 
above that, they can cause fear even in the strongest men of this 
world. Roman soldiers shook for fear of this angel and became like 
dead men (Matthew 28:4). 


Are they to be worshipped? 


After having considered all that we have learnt about angels, one 
might be tempted to worship them. However, they are not to be 
worshipped. One Angel which John saw flying in the midst of heaven, 
having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the 
earth, to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people, saying with a loud 
voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment 
has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and 
springs of water.” (Revelation 14:6-7) 
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We are called to worship God who is The Creator, The Maker of all 
things and not angels who are created beings. 

Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false 
humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things 
which he has not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind. 
Colossians 2:18 

Despite being directed to worship God who is The Creator the same 
John on Revelation 22:8-9 went down before the feet of the angel 
who showed him visions to worship that angel. There is always that 
temptation for people to worship that which they are not supposed 
to worship. But the angel said to him, "See that you do not do that. For 
I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of 
those who keep the words of this book. Worship God." 

The angel could not accept John’s worship. Angels are not to be 
worshipped no matter how much they have done for us. Real angels 
of God will direct us to worship God. So the next time when someone 
tells you to pray to angels, point them to these scriptures and make 
them aware that worshipping angels is unbiblical. 


We have our backs covered 


On 2 Kings 6:13-17, the servant of Prophet Elisha saw the Syrian 
Army which had surrounded the city with chariots and horses and 
he cried out to his master "Alas, my master! What shall we do?" He 
had every reason to cry because he had seen the enemies and 
nothing else. Elisha responded to him and said, "Do not fear, for those 
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who are with us are more than those who are with them." 
We must not fear when the enemy comes to attack us for we have a 
bigger backing behind us. Elisha prayed, and said, "LORD, I pray, open 
his eyes that he may see." Then the LORD opened the eyes of the 
young man, and he saw that the mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of fire all around Elisha. This young man began to see Angels 
of God who were there to help them against the Syrians. How 1 wish 
we could see the angels which surround us, surely we would not cry 
when the enemy comes to attack. 


In this war against Satan, we are not alone. God is with us and He 
even sends angels to help us, there are 'star warriors’ ready to fight 
for us all the way. As Psalms 34:7 says "The angel of the LORD 
encamps all around those who fear Him and delivers them." 
The angels of God are available for those who fear God. You can’t just 
live your life anyhow in disobedience to the word of God and expect 
His angels to encamp around you and deliver you from danger. When 
Angels of God came to Sodom, they came for Lot for he feared the 
Lord, the rest of the folk who lived in defiance of God’s law where 
destroyed. 


Let us seek the Lord in truth and live by what His word says and we 
will enjoy the backing of His angels. 
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Chapter 10 - The R12 Rebel Movement 


In April 2012, a group of soldiers deserted from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) army following a mutiny. This rebel 
military group was known as the March 23 Movement often 
abbreviated as M23. This movement was made up of trained soldiers 
who had real war weapons, it wasn’t just a group of civilians who had 
bought some small weapons from the black market who can be easily 
contained, no but they were soldiers who posed a great threat. 
Though no longer part of the army, these rebels still possessed skills 
they had obtained from the military, they knew how to use weapons, 
they knew the dos and don'ts of the battlefield. 


In November 2012 the M23 rebels took over a regional capital called 
Coma with over a million residents as the Congolese army retreated. 
During this siege, more than 2,000 Congolese soldiers and 700 
policemen defected to M23. Human rights groups accused the M23 
fighters of committing various atrocities such as summary 
executions, rapes, and the forced recruitment of children. 


The rebels were later defeated in late 2013 by the national army and 
a special United Nations Intervention Force. Three points we must 
note from this rebellion are that: firstly, the group was made up of 
soldiers, though they had rebelled, they still possessed their military 
tactics, secondly, they caused suffering to the general public and 
lastly, they were defeated. 
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In the Bible, we have a record of a group of rebels, though not 
humans but created beings. In the previous chapter- 'The Star Wars’- 
we learnt about angels. Of all the angels that were created by God, 
some rebelled and are no longer loyal to Him. This rebellion is 
recorded in the 12* Chapter of the book of Revelations, that is why I 
have titled this chapter 'The R12 (Revelation 12* chapter) Rebel 
Movement'. 


And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought 
with the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought, but they 
did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any 
longer. So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old 
called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he 
was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 
Revelation 12:7-9 


When there was war in heaven, Michael together with his angels 
fought on the Lord’s side against the dragon (Satan) who had the 
backing of angels which he had deceived. Satan was defeated and 
cast down to earth together with the angels who had rebelled with 
him. Those rebel angels formed one-third of the total angels (see 
Revelation 12:4). 
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When a soldier has been dismissed from the army it doesn't mean 
that he also loses the skills and training that he obtained while in 
service. He still can use a gun and do many other things though he is 
no longer part of the army. These angels were cast out of heaven but 
they still possess their angelic powers. They are no longer holy as 
they were before but they are still powerful. We must never 
underestimate the abilities of Satan together with his angels 
otherwise they will take advantage of us if we are ignorant of their 
devices (2 Corinthians 2:11). 

These rebel angels are also Biblically referred to as demons, or devils 
or evil spirits or unclean spirits and are involved in this great 
spiritual war between good and evil. Their main agenda is to cause 
those who dwell on this earth not to be saved but rather that every 
human may join those angels in the lake of fire where they shall be 
destroyed. This objective is achieved by various ways some of which 
will be explained in the following passages. 


Human Possession 

These demonic angels can possess human beings and control them. 
One person can be possessed by more than one evil spirit. Mary 
Magdalene once had seven demons (Mark 16:9). Another man had a 
legion of these demons (Luke 8:30). After possessing a person, they 
can control how that person behaves and in most cases, they lead 
people into sins. These angels can cause a person to have an animal 
like behaviours, consider the man who had a legion of demons (Luke 
8:27-35; Mark 5:1-17). The man wore no clothes - demons can cause 
a person to present their naked bodies to the public, or even to be 
half-naked all in the name of fashion. He didn’t abide in a house but 
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among the tombs - a normal person cannot forsake a proper home 
to dwell at the graveyard. He would break apart chains and fetters 
used to subdue him - a demon-possessed person can display great 
physical power beyond human comprehension. The man used to cut 
himself with stones - demons can cause a person to inflict harm on 
themselves or even lead them to commit suicide. The list goes on and 
on of what these unclean spirits can do when they possess a person. 


Cause of human suffering 

The rebel angels can cause human suffering. The Bible narrative of 
the story of Job reveals how Satan can cause suffering to people. 
Satan was permitted by God to tempt Job, so whatever disasters 
which occurred to Job, where from Satan himself. Let’s consider the 
and 2"^^ chapters of the book of Job where we can extract the 
following points. 

• The Sabeans and the Chaldeans came and raided Job's oxen 
and camels and killed his servants (Job 1:14, 15, 17). Satan 
and his angels can mobilize armies of this world to attack the 
people of God. 

• Fire fell from heaven and burnt the sheep and servants of Job 
(Job 1:16). The servant who reported this to Job referred to 
this fire as 'the fire of God’, he was mistaken, just because 
something comes from the direction of heaven does not mean 
that it is from God. The devil has the power to cause fire to fall 
from heaven (see Rev 13:13). Some of the mysterious fires 
which break out and destroy property and human life are 
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from 


the 


devil. 


• A great wind came and brought down the house where Job’s 

ten children where in and all of them died (Job 1:18-19). Evil 
angels can cause great winds which can in turn destroy 
property and human life. 

• Satan struck Job with painful boils from the sole of his foot to 
the crown of his head. (Job 2:7). Satan and his angels can 
cause sickness to humans. 

1 have just picked one story from the Bible to explain how Satan and 
his angels can cause human suffering. There are many other 
scriptures which reveal other things of how these rebels cause 
suffering to people. 


Spiritual Deception 

Since Satan and his angels were kicked out of heaven, they have been 
involved in spiritual works which mimic those of God the Father, The 
Son and The Holy Spirit. The aim of such imitations is meant to 
deceive people so that they turn away from following the truth and 
follow lies. Evil spirits can perform miracles (see Rev 16:14). The 
Egyptian magicians with the help of evil spirits replicated three 
miracles which were done by Moses and Aaron the servants of God 
(see Exodus 7:8-22; Exodus 8:5-7). These miracles aimed to resist 
the plan of God to move His people from Egypt to the Promised Land. 

"For false christs and false prophets will rise and show great 
signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect" 
Matthew 24:24 
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False christs and false prophets have indeed arisen and they are 
performing great signs and wonders. Miracles which are done 
through the power of evil spirits are aimed at deceiving non¬ 
believers so that they do not seek the true God. Those miracles are 
also aimed at deceiving even believers so that they may think they 
are following the truth when they are not. Be careful, not every 
miracle is from God, some miracles are from the rebel angels. 


False prophets work hand in glove with the fallen angels, that’s why 
1 John 4:1 tells us not to believe every spirit because some are evil 
spirits which are being used by false prophets. These angels can 
pretend to foretell future events via the false prophets and they call 
it a prophecy when it is divination, in Acts 16 we read of a woman 
who had a spirit of divination, she could foretell the future but the 
spirit behind her powers was an evil spirit which Paul later cast out. 
Such people are present with us today, they pretend to foretell the 
future and operate as palm readers, fortune tellers, astrologers and 
some even call themselves prophets of God. The whole aim is to draw 
away people from following Jesus. 


Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will 
depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and 
doctrines of demons. 1 Timothy 4:1 


There are people who in these last days are departing from the true 
faith and are now following deceiving spirits and their teachings. 
Those rebel angels have doctrines, meaning to say they teach people. 
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but obviously, they can't come to you in their angelic form and try to 
teach you, you would be quick to identify that something is amiss. 
Rather, they make use of men and women as a front and feed them 
with their lies so that they may in turn teach others likewise. So to be 
safe, we need to be grounded in the word of God. Let us be diligent 
students of the Bible and let it be our foundation for everything that 
we believe in. 


State of the dead deceptions 


The first lie recorded in the Bible was spoken by Satan (through the 
serpent) to Eve with regards to state of the dead. God had told Adam 
that if he was to eat from the fruit of the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil he would SURELY DIE (Genesis 2:16-17). With regards to 
that same tree, Satan said to Eve if you eat it, you will NOT SURELY 
DIE (Genesis 3:1-4). Yes, you might die, but not surely, that is the 
devil's heresy. Ever since then, Satan and his angels are in the 
business of trying to support this lie that a person does not surely die 
by using their powers to perform miracles in line with that message. 
Many signs and wonders are done by evil angels with an attempt to 
give people the impression that dead people are not really dead but 
are somehow still alive. 


Ghosts do exist for real but they are not spirits of dead people. It is a 
demon which pretends to be the spirit of the dead person so that 
those who are alive are led to conclude that a dead person does not 
really die but can come back as a ghost. 2 Corinthians 11:14 says 
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"And no wonder! For Satan, himself transforms himself into an angel 
of light." If Satan the prince of darkness can transform himself into 
an angel of light, surely it is an easier task for him to transform 
himself into a human who is already dead. The devil can pretend to 
be your loved one, or enemy or even stranger, he can do that. In the 
previous chapter, we learnt that angels can present themselves in the 
form of humans. If they can look like living humans, what stops the 
fallen angels to present themselves in the form of dead humans? 


As the cloud disappears and vanishes away, So he who goes 
down to the grave does not come up. He shall never return to 
his house. Nor shall his place know him anymore. Job 7:9-10 


When a person goes down to the grave (dies), the Bible tells us that 
they do not return to their house. Therefore, whatever comes back 
to a house claiming to be a dead person is not that person at all. 
Ecclesiastes 9:5-6 tells us that the dead know nothing, nothing 
means absolutely that, nothing, zero, nada. A dead person does not 
even know his/her former place of residence so how can they come 
back to the place they used to stay? 

Angels, however (even the fallen ones) have records of human 
history, they know the things which might not be common 
knowledge to man. The fallen angels then use that information to 
imitate a dead person. 


When Moses died, God was the One who buried him and the Bible is 
clear that no one knows the location of his grave even up to today 
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(read Deuteronomy 34:6). No human being knows exactly where 
Moses was buried. Nevertheless, if we are to read Jude 1:9 we will 
see Michael the archangel contending with Satan over the body of 
Moses. This shows that Satan knew where Moses’s grave was located 
yet no human being had that kind of knowledge. The rebel angels 
know where dead people’s remains are, information which might not 
be readily available among the living. Armed with such information, 
a demon can possess a living person and starts to mimic the voice of 
a dead person and goes on to say things like "come and exhume my 
remains, I was buried at a place I don’t like, I am at such and such a 
place". If you go to that place where the 'dead person’ is claiming to 
be buried at and dig it up, you can find the said remains there. 
Confronted with such a scenario, those who are ignorant about what 
God’s word says in regards to dead people, will be quick to conclude 
that the dead can communicate with the living, yet it was a rebel 
angel speaking to them. 


So the next time you dream of a dead person talking to you, be 
assured that it is by no means that the deceased is trying to 
communicate with you through dreams. It could be Satan or his angel 
trying to deceive you. Remember angels can appear in one's dreams. 
They can use images of people who you loved so much (or even 
enemies). You can dream of your late grandfather who comes and 
tells you all sorts of nice advice which if you implement into your life 
will turn out to be good advice. But what Satan is doing is trying to 
gain your trust, once you trust such dreams and visions of your late 
relative, he will then use it to his advantage to feed you with his lies. 
So the next time you dream of a dead person, just know that it’s not 
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your late parent, it’s not your late friend. Pray against such dreams 
and they will not happen again. 

Ghosts can present themselves in a form of a mysterious fire which 
can usually be seen emanating from the cemetery. Remember what 
we learnt about concerning angels: they can present themselves in 
the form of fires. What you think to be a spirit of a dead person is a 
rebel angel pretending to be a dead person who has come back as a 
ghost. 

Overcoming the rebels 


After learning about the rebel angels some might be scared about 
them and feel hopeless, but we need not worry. God provided for us 
ways which we can use to overcome these rebel angels. On Matthew 
10:8 when Jesus sent out His disciples into the city to preach the 
gospel. He gave them the power to heal the sick, cleanse lepers, raise 
the dead and to cast out devils . Jesus knew that this mission his 
disciples were embarking on was spiritual warfare and hence He 
empowered them with spiritual power to cast out devils, in Jesus, 
there is the power to cast out evil spirits. However, it has to be clear 
that this power was not just given to the disciples when they were 
idle, it was given to them when they were sent on God’s work. We 
can never fully experience the power of God when we are not 
followers of Jesus Christ and even if we are followers but if we are 
just idle and we are not engaged in the mission of the gospel, we will 
not fully experience it. You will never fully understand how powerful 
a gun is up until you go with it into battle. 
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On Luke 10 Jesus sent out at once seventy disciples to preach the 
gospel and they returned with joy saying "Lord, even the demons are 
subject to us in Your name." (Luke 10:17).There ispowerinthe name 
of Jesus to drive out unclean spirits and this power is available to 
everyone who believes in Jesus. 

And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name, they 
will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; Mark 
16:17 

Signs will follow those that believe (not believers following after 
signs). One of the signs which follow believers is the power of casting 
out demons. This power will follow believers as they are actively 
involved in the work of God and walking in obedience to His word. 
You can’t just be seated without any concern with the work of God 
and while you are living in disobedience and expect to have this 
power. 


The sons of Sceva wanted to cast out demons in the name of Jesus 
but they didn’t have a relationship with Jesus Himself. They thought 
the name Jesus was some kind of a magic spell-like 'abracadabra’ 
which you can just say and it will work even if you have not been sent 
by Jesus. Thus they said to a man who was possessed by a demon; 
"We exorcise you by the Jesus whom Paul preaches. "And the evil spirit 
answered and said, "Jesus I know, and Paul I know; but who are you?" 
Then the man in whom the evil spirit was leapt on them, 
overpowered them and prevailed against them so that they fled out 
of that house naked and wounded. (Acts 19:13-16). Though they 
used the name of Jesus, they failed to overcome the evil angels 
because they just used the name of Christ but without a relationship 
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with him. It’s not just a matter of shouting against Satan but there 
has to be a relationship between you and Jesus, otherwise, you will 
not win this battle. 


Physical restraining methods are no match for evil spirits. 
Remember our weapons are not carnal, we do not wrestle against 
flesh and blood but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of 
wickedness in the heavenly places. People once tried to subdue a 
man who had a legion of demons by using chains and shackles, but 
he would break those things apart (Mark 5:4). Physically fighting a 
demon-possessed person will not drive out the demon but will only 
hurt the human who is possessed by that demon. 


Victory through prayer and fasting 


One man came with his child who was demon-possessed to the 
disciples of Jesus so that he may be delivered. Unfortunately, the 
disciples were not able to deliver this tormented child. Whilst this 
father and his son were with the disciples, Jesus descended from the 
Mount of Transfiguration where he had gone with three of His 
disciples. The man approached Jesus and sought His intervention 
that his son may be set free from the demon. What nine disciples 
failed to do was done by Jesus on His own. He rebuked the demon 
and it left the child. In privacy, the disciples went on to ask Jesus as 
to why they had failed to cast out the demon. To this question Jesus 
responded by saying "Because of your unbelief; for assuredly, I say to 
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you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 
"Move from here to there,' and it will move, and nothing will be 
impossible for you. However, this kind does not go out except by prayer 
and fasting" (Matthew 17:14-21). 

The demon which the disciples had failed to cast out required a 
combination of prayer and fasting. To be able to overcome certain 
demons you need to devote time to prayer and fasting, that's the only 
way out. Jesus when He had fasted for forty days and forty nights, He 
might have been weak physically but spiritually He was strong and 
managed to resist the devil Himself. 


Lifestyle changes 


There is a certain lifestyle which attracts demons, a lifestyle of going 
against what the word of God says. It is an open invitation to the 
devil. When you make a decision that you no longer want anything 
to do with the devil then you have to make some changes in your life. 
Do away with things which you know do not please the Lord, stay 
away from evil company. Change what entertains you which is not in 
line with what God teaches in His word because some of these things 
can weaken you spiritually and cause demons to take possession of 
you. 
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Be grounded in the word of God 


When Satan tempted Jesus, Christ responded by quoting scripture, 
for every temptation He would answer by saying “It is written..." and 
then He would go on to quote scripture. Whether you are fighting 
against Satan or his angels, you need the word of God for it is the 
Sword of Spirit, it is our weapon. The whole spiritual deception 
which is led by Satan and his angels seems to be flourishing because 
those who are being deceived do not have the word of God in their 
hearts. 

Fill up yourself with the word of God, so that when the devil tries to 
deceive you through miracles or heresies, you are quick to pick it 
because it won’t be in line with what God teaches in His word. Jesus 
said on John 8:32 "Andyou shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free." The moment you acquaint yourself with the truth 
which is the word of God, you get freed from the chains of the evil 
one. The Bible will expose Satan and his demons for what they are. 


After victory don't remain empty 


When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry 
places, seeking rest, and finds none. Then he says, "I will return 
to my house from which 1 came. 'And when he comes, he finds it 
empty, swept, and put in order. Then he goes and takes with him 
seven other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter 
and dwell there, and the last state of that man is worse than the 
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first. So shall it also be with this wicked generation." Matthew 
12:43-45 


After obtaining victory over evil spirits, do not rest on your laurels. 
Jesus taught that when an evil spirit goes out from a man, it will come 
again to check its former place of residence. If it finds it empty, it goes 
back and calls other seven demons, the last state of that man will be 
worse than the first. So it's not just enough to be delivered from an 
evil spirit, after being delivered from demons you need to fill up your 
heart with the Holy Spirit. When the Spirit of God resides in you, it 
means you are no longer empty, there is now no more room for 
demons to possess you. 
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Chapter 11 - Help from the grave? 


When faced with difficult situations in a war, soldiers consult their 
superiors for advice if circumstances permit. Of particular interest 
are situations where soldiers consult their dead superiors through 
rituals as they seek for guidance. Stories are told of how combatants 
in war have sought help from dead ancestors through spirit mediums 
and what would later follow are events which can only be attributed 
to supernatural powers. There is this thinking among many that 
when a person dies, they are promoted and are now in a better 
position to assist those who are still living, hence the practice of 
calling upon ancestors to help when faced with trouble. 


In the 28* Chapter of Samuel, the Philistines gathered their 
armies to war against Israel. When Saul the king and commander-in- 
chief of Israel saw the army of the Philistines he got really scared and 
terrified. He then decided to inquire from the Lord on what he should 
do. Unfortunately, the Lord did not answer him. The Lord promises 
to answer us whenever we call unto Him, He says on Jeremiah 33:3, 
"Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty 
things, which you do not know." If The Lord promises to answer us, 
how come He didn’t answer Saul when he sought for answers, one 
might wonder. 


Saul had become rebellious to the word of God; He would be told 
what to do but would not do it or would partially obey the 
instruction. At one point he even killed a whole village of priests of 
the Lord (1 Samuel 22:18-19). Given this record of not obeying what 
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the Lord says, surely even if God was to give him an instruction with 
regards to the war which was about to start, he wouldn't have 
listened. Why should God waste His time responding to a man whom 
He knows will not obey what he is told? That's the danger of willfully 
going against the truth, the next time you want answers from God 
you might not get them because God knows that even if He tells you 
the path to walk in, you will not walk in it. Let us learn to live by all 
the truth we know so that God might reveal even more things when 
we ask him. 


Having failed to get a response from the Lord, Saul then asked his 
servants to find for him a woman who was a medium, one who had a 
familiar spirit so that he may inquire of her. The servants directed 
him to one woman, a witch who was at Endor, and the king made his 
way to that woman’s place in disguise. Saul asked this woman to 
bring up Samuel, a prophet of God who had since died. After this 
request, a vision came up: an old man covered with a mantle. Saul 
perceived that it was Samuel and the two went on to converse with 
each other. The king sought guidance on what he should do with 
regards to the war before him. This 'Samuel' did not have any kind 
words for Saul but rather promised him that the Israelites were 
going to be defeated. 


This incident leaves Bible readers with many questions such as: can 
dead people communicate with us? if we go to their graves and speak 
to them, can they hear us, or if we write in the newspaper an article 
or on our social media platforms a message to them, can they read it 
and respond? Do dead people come back in the form of ghosts or 
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even in our dreams? Are dead people really dead or they are 
somewhat alive? These and other questions relating to the state of 
the dead can be answered by The Bible. Let us consider what the 
word of God has to say with regards to deceased people. 


From Creation to Death 


Before considering what happens when a person dies, we first have 
to study what happened at the creation of the first man (Adam). An 
appreciation of how life started can help us understand better what 
happens when life ends (death). 

And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a 
living being. Genesis 2:7 

When God created Adam, He used the dust of the ground and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life and the end result was a 
living being. The breath of life is the power that gives life and with it 
combined with the dust, a living being started to exist. If we are to 
present this process as a mathematical formula it would be like: 

Dust of the ground + breath of life = living being 

Where the New King James Version says 'living being’. The King 
James Version says 'living soul’, meaning a soul is a combination of 
the dust of the ground and the breath of life. 

Death is the termination of life or the reversal of the creation process. 
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Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, And the spirit 
will return to God who gave it. Ecclesiastes 12:7 

At death, the dust goes back to the earth, and the spirit (the breath of 
life) goes back to God who gave it at creation. Take note of the fact 
that the breath of life does not have a human identity. We cannot say 
that there is a breath of life for John, there is another breath of life 
for Peter, NO. We all have the same breath of life as humans as well 
as with animals (read Ecclesiastes 3:19). Therefore, when the breath 
of life goes back to God who is in heaven, we cannotsay that John has 
gone to heaven because this spirit is not John's spirit but rather it is 
the spirit which gives the power of life. What remains is the body 
which is made of dust which is ordinarily buried or cremated. 


Is Man Immortal? - (Dying surely) 

The first recorded lie which we find in the Bible was spoken by Satan 
through the serpent. 

Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die." 
Genesis 3:4 

God had told Adam that if he was to eat of the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. He was going to surely die (Genesis 2:17). But the 
devil came with a contradicting message that if they disobeyed God 
they would not surely die. Yes, you might die but not surely, that was 
the devil's message. Who was telling the truth here between God and 
Satan? Obviously, it’s God, and Satan is a liar and father of lies. 
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Unfortunately, many people today believe what Satan said, they 
believe that when a person dies, they are not surely dead, they 
believe that yes they are dead but not surely, something about them 
is still alive and that is the devil’s doctrine which this lesson will 
expose. 

As humans are we mortal (can we die)? or we are immortal (we 
cannot die)? it sounds like a simple question but many people do not 
agree on the answer, some say we die, some say we do not die, but 
rather we change from one form to another. Let us hear what God’s 
word says. 

Shall MORTAL MAN be more just than God? shall a man be more 
pure than his maker? ]oh 4:17 (KJV) 

Therefore do not let sin reign in your MORTAL BODY, that you 
should obey it in its lusts. Romans 6:12 

But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to 
your MORTAL BODIES through His Spirit who dwells in you. 
Romans 8:11 

if you notice from the preceding scriptures, it is clear that man is 
mortal as evidenced by the use of the word mortal in reference to 
mankind, a human does die. Our nature right now is that we are 
subject to death, we are mortal. However, we shall be immortal (no 
longer subject to death) when Jesus comes for the second time (read 
Romans 2:5-7). Consider the following scripture 
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Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall 
all be changed- 

in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For 
the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible 
must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality. So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, 
and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought 
to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in 
victory." 1 Corinthians 15:51-54 

It is at the appearing of Christ when our mortal bodies shall be 
changed to put on immortality, as long as Jesus has not yet come, we 
are still mortal, we still die surely. 

Only God is immortal as 1 Timothy 6:16 says "who ALONE HAS 
IMMORTALITY, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has 
seen or can see, to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen" 


Death as sleep 

The Bible refers to death as sleep. Jesus on John 11:11-14 tells His 
disciples that Lazarus had fallen asleep and He would go to wake him 
up. The disciples failed to understand this and thought that he was 
referring to the ordinary sleep which our bodies go through when 
we rest. Jesus then made it clear to them that Lazarus was dead. 


Paul writes on 1 Thessalonians 4:13-14 saying "But I do not want you 
to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest 
you sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus 
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died and rose again, even so, God will bring with Him those who sleep 
in Jesus" 


The Apostle is referring to those who are dead as sleeping. He uses 
the same allegory of sleep on 1 Corinthians 15:18,20. This sleep is a 
much deeper sleep than what we experience in our daily lives. Unlike 
our ordinary sleep where we can wake up a number of times 
whether to go to the bathroom or when we are disturbed by sounds 
or light, in the sleep of death a person remains asleep till the return 
of Jesus, no waking up in between. 


What the dead cannot do 

For the living know that they will die; But the dead know 
nothing. And they have no more reward. For the memory of 
them is forgotten. Also their love, their hatred, and their envy 
have now perished; Nevermore will they have a share In 
anything done under the sun. Ecclesiastes 9:5-6 


When a person dies, they no longer know anything, their brains have 
ceased to function. The brain which is responsible for coordinating 
all our senses, sight, hearing, feeling, tasting and smelling will stop to 
function at death. This means that even if i wave goodbye to a dead 
person they cannot see it, even if i say something to a dead person 
he or she cannot hear me, even if i kiss or touch a dead person, he 
cannot feel it, even if i give them a bunch of flowers they cannot smell 
them. All our actions cease to mean anything to a person once they 
are dead. We should show our affection to our loved ones whilst they 
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are still alive when their senses are still functional than to wait after 
they die. 


Not only does the love of a person perishes at death, even their 
hatred perishes also. This means that a dead person cannot revenge 
with regards to past grudges. 


The dead do not praise the LORD, nor any who go down into 
silence. Psalm 115:17 


For in death there is no remembrance of You; In the grave who 
will give You thanks? Psalm 6:5 


A dead person cannot remember God, no matter how prayerful and 
devoted they might have been when they were still alive, when they 
die they can no longer remember God. They cannot praise the Lord. 
It is vain to think that a person who has died will pray for you, they 
can no longer make intercession for you. So don’t waste your time 
and effort by giving your petitions to a dead person so that they can 
in turn give them to God, it won't work. The only mediator between 
God and man is Jesus Christ, not any other person, whether dead or 
living (1 Timothy 2:5). 
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No repentance beyond the grave 


And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the 
judgment. Hebrew 9:27 


When a person dies saved or lost with regards to matters of 
salvation, there is nothing they themselves or those who are left 
behind can do to change their destiny. If a person dies lost, he is lost, 
no amount of prayers can the living offer to have that person saved. 
Once a person dies, their next conscious state will be on the 
judgement day. In between a person's death and the day of 
judgement, there is no purgatory where spirits of dead people go to 
before their loved ones can pray for them so that they can be 
admitted to heaven. The theory of purgatory cannot be supported by 
the Bible, it’s just another man-made doctrine which gives people 
false hope. 


If a person refused to accept Jesus as Lord and Saviour whilst they 
were still alive, there is nothing which can be done after they die so 
that they can be saved. We can invite the best preacher in town to 
come and preach at the funeral of the person who died without 
Christ, but the message can only be heard by those who are alive and 
not the departed. We can invite prayer warriors to come and pray at 
the funeral wake all night, but their prayers cannot have the 
deceased saved. We can bury the person in a casket which has a 
design of a cross and have the tombstone plastered with Bible verses. 
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all that we do cannot save him/her. If there is any time for people to 
be saved, it is when they are alive. 


What about Ghosts? 

As the cloud disappears and vanishes away, so he who goes 
down to the grave does not come up. He shall never return to 
his house, nor shall his place know him anymore Job 7:9-10 


The Bible is clear that when a person goes down to the grave, he shall 
never return to his house. Therefore, whatever comes back home 
claiming or presenting itself to be a ghost of a dead person is not that 
dead person nor his spirit because the Bible is clear, he shall never 
return to his house, in the previous chapter 'The R12 Rebel 
Movement’ under the subsection 'state of the dead deceptions’ there 
is a detailed explanation of what are ghosts, in a summary, a ghost is 
Satan himself or one of his angels who pretends to be a dead person 
who has come back to life. This pretence is aimed at making people 
not to trust what the word of God says with regards to the state of 
the dead. Those who believe that a ghost is indeed a dead person who 
has come back to life are denying what the word of God says and are 
at a dangerous point where Satan can continue to deceive them. 


Resurrection 

Death is a sleep as we have learnt, and if it’s a sleep then those who 
are sleeping must one-day wake up. Every dead person shall come 
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back to life again, yes everyone, the righteous and the unrighteous 
all shall be raised again. 


Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who 
are in the graves will hear His voice and come forth-those who 
have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have 
done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. John 5:28-29 

/ have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that 
there will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the 
unjust. Acts 24:15 


Jesus Himself foretold that ALL the dead will hear His voice and will 
come out from their graves. Those who have done evil will resurrect 
to be condemned, and those who done good to the resurrection of 
eternal life. Those who are dead are still dead, they have not yet 
risen. 


Back to the witch at Endor 


There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son 
or his daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices 
witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a 
sorcerer, or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, 
or one who calls up the dead. Deuteronomy 18:10-11 
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Give no regard to mediums and familiar spirits; do not seek 
after them, to be defiled by them: 1 am the LORD your God. 
Leviticus 19:31 

As we have established from the Bible that when a person dies, they 
are no longer able to communicate with the living. This forms the 
basis of why God's word does not allow us to consult people who 
claim to be able to communicate with the dead. Trying to 
communicate with a dead person is wrong, in fact, if you get any 
response from your attempts you must know that you have 
successfully managed to communicate with a demon or Satan 
himself. You might not do it yourself, but even if you go and consult 
a person who does it on your behalf, God does not allow it. In 
Deuteronomy 18:10-11, the Bible puts into the same category 
witchcraft and consulting those who claim to call up the dead, these 
acts are forbidden by God. 

Remember, God's law is not there to restrict but to protect us. God is 
not trying to cut any links you have with your deceased loved one but 
He wants to protect you from being fed lies by the devil who pretends 
to be the deceased. 

Back to the issue of Saul was sought for the woman who specialised 
in acts which were categorically forbidden by the word of God. Let 
us remember that God had stopped responding to Saul, so whatever 
spiritual communication or advice which Saul received from the 
witch at Endor, be assured that it was not from God but the devil 
himself. If God could not answer Saul through the living prophets, 
how could He use a dead prophet to do that task? 
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The person who Saul saw, was not Samuel at all. Satan a fallen angel 
can transform himself into an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14). If 
he can do that then its even easy for him to transform himself to look 
like Samuel who had since died, remember what we learnt with 
regards to angels and their abilities. The spirits of devils can work 
miracles (read Revelation 16:14) 


So Saul died for his unfaithfulness which he had committed 
against the LORD, because he did not keep the word of the 
LORD, and also because he consulted a medium for guidance.l 
Chronicles 10:13 


That act of consulting a medium by Saul is recorded as unfaithfulness 
against the Lord which led to his death. Be advised that when we 
seek answers from those who have died, we are sinning against God 
and the wages of sin is death. When in need of any answers, seek 
them from the Lord, do not ever try to consult the dead or to get 
someone to do it on your behalf, otherwise, you are sinning against 
the Lord and creating more problems for yourself. 

if in need of any answers or help, do not try to get them from those 
who have died, otherwise you will be at the mercy of Satan. 


And when they say to you, "Seek those who are mediums and 
wizards, who whisper and mutter," should not a people seek 
their God? Should they seek the dead on behalf of the living? To 
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the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to 
this word, it is because there is no light in them. Isaiah 8:19-20 
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Chapter 12 - Law of War 


Wars of this world are inherently lawless, people behave wildly in 
war and commit various crimes during such times. However, there 
are international laws which regulate conditions of war and the 
conduct of the belligerents (warring parties). Such laws include The 
1925 Geneva protocol and the 1945 United Nations Charter. 

Modern laws of war prohibit the attack of people who are 
parachuting from an aircraft in distress regardless of what territory 
they are over. The 1949 Geneva Conventions outlaws firing at a 
person or vehicle bearing a white flag, as it signifies an intent to 
surrender or a desire to communicate. Attacks on ambulances and 
doctors which display logos of humanitarian organisations related to 
the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement are 
forbidden. 


When the war comes to an end, those who breached the laws of war 
may be held individually accountable for war crimes. Such violators 
are known as unlawful combatants. In 2019 Bosco Ntaganda from 
the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) was convicted by the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) of 18 counts of war crimes against 
humanity and sentenced to a total of 30 years of imprisonment. 


In this spiritual war between good and evil, there are sets of laws 
which govern our conduct. We just don't live and fight anyhow but 
we have laws which regulate our conduct. Just like in this world were 
unlawful combatants are brought before the courts to be tried for 
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their offences, Satan and those who break the law of God shall be 
judged. 


The Commander-In-Chief and His commandments 

The supreme commander of the armed forces of an entire country is 
known as a Commander in Chief and in this spiritual war that we are 
in, God is our Commander-In-Chief. He gave us the Ten 
Commandments. Commanders are very knowledgeable people with 
regards to war tactics, when they give orders to their juniors it is for 
the good of the juniors to follow these instructions. At the time of 
giving the instruction, the order might not make sense to the juniors 
but it is for their good to follow it. That's why soldiers are taught to 
obey orders. 


When a commander tells you to take cover during a gunfire 
exchange, he is not trying to restrict your movement but he is 
seeking to protect you from getting harmed by the enemy’s bullets. 
If you decide to be disobedient and continue exposing yourself 
though you were told to take cover, you might get yourself killed. 


When God gives us commandments on what to do and what not to 
do, it’s not like He is trying to restrict us but He wants to protect us. 
Some people think God Is a sadist who derives pleasure by giving us 
laws which take away our fun, but that's not true. God is actually 
there to take care of us and this He can fulfil through giving us laws 
to live by. When God says we must not steal. He is trying to protect 
us from going to jail. When He says you must not commit adultery. 
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His goal is not to restrict you from having fun but He is trying to 
protect your marriage from collapsing and from the consequences of 
that sin. The commandments of God are there for our protection, 
they are not barricades to restrict our movement but are a guardrail 
to protect us from falling into dangerous things. That's why Apostle 
James calls it the law of liberty (read James 2:12), it is there to 
liberate us from things that can destroy us. 


N 0 commander of an army would want to go to war with juniors who 
are rebellious and don't want to take orders. Such soldiers might 
even turn their guns against their fellows or commanders. Can you 
sincerely say that you are a child of God when you go against His 
commandments? Can you come out a victor in this war against evil 
when you do not follow what God the Commander in Chief says? 
Satan together with his angels were kicked out from the heavenly 
army because they disobeyed the law of God, what makes you think 
that you can go to the same heaven where Satan was kicked out by 
doing exactly what the devil did? 


"Not everyone who says to Me, "Lord, Lord,' shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in 
heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, "Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, 
and done many wonders in Your name?'And then I will declare 
to them, "I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 
la wlessn ess!' M atth e w 7:21 - 2 3 
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Not everyone who claims to be on the Lord’s side will enter heaven 
but only those who do the will of God. Where do we find the will of 
God? it is found in His law for Psalms 40:8 says "7 delight to do Your 
will 0 my God, And Your law is within my heart." Though some might 
be prophesying in the name of Jesus, casting out demons and doing 
many other miracles, Jesus will tell them to depart from Him because 
they practised lawlessness. They did not obey the law of God. A 
blessing is pronounced upon those who keep the commandments of 
God and they will be allowed to enter into paradise (Revelation 
22:14) 

The law as a mirror 


But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 
yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, 
he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he 
observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what 
kind of man he was. But he who looks into the perfect law of 
liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a 
doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. James 
1:22-25 


A person who looks into a mirror and immediately forgets what his 
face looks like, the Bible equates him to someone who hears the word 
of God and does not do it. There is something in the word of God 
which when one reads is like a person who is looking into a mirror 
and that something is explained further by the preceding scripture 
as the perfect law of liberty. The law of God is like a mirror which one 
can look into so that they can see how they look like. 
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Just imagine that your face has some dirt on it, you will need a mirror 
to be able to see that there is something wrong with your face. You 
need the law of God to show you where you have erred. Be that as it 
may, a mirror on its own is not able to remove the dirt that is on your 
face, its role is just to show you that you got dirt on your face. Indeed, 
the law cannot take away the dirt (sins) that we have, it’s just there 
to show you that you have committed adultery, you have stolen 
someone’s property but it cannot take away your sins. Though a 
mirror cannot make you clean, there is no need to be angry at it like 
many folks who are angry at the law because it exposes them. The 
role of the law is just to reveal to you the things you need to sort out 
in your life and afterwards you have to seek another power which 
will clean you of your filthiness. 


After seeing that your face in the mirror is unclean, you will then 
need to look for water, soap and a towel to remove the filth. 
Afterwards, how can you be sure that you are now clean? You will 
need to go back to the mirror again, the same mirror that once told 
you that your face is dirty is the same mirror which can reveal that 
you are now clean. 


The law of God is just like a mirror, it won't save you but will tell you 
that you have sinned. It is not its purpose to save you because 
Romans 3:20 says "Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be 
justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge of sin." No amount 
of law-keeping will make you justified in the eyes of God. The 
purpose of the law is to make you aware of what is sin. If you then 
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want your sins to be cleaned, then you will need the blood of Jesus. 
Getting rid of the mirror will not solve the sin problem. 


“Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is 
lawlessness.'' 1 John 3:4 

The Bible defines sin as breaking the law, so basically the law is there 
to reveal that you are about to sin or you have already sinned. Then 
the power to be able to overcome sin does not come from the law but 
comes from Jesus. 


We cannot depend on our carnal judgement to determine whether 
something is right or wrong, sometimes yes our judgement can seem 
to be correct but not all the times. Even Proverbs 16:25 says "There 
is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death." 
Some things may seem right in our eyes yet the end of them is the 
way of death, so we need another standard to help us judge between 
right and wrong, and that other standard is the law of God. 


Some professing believers then argue and say we are not obligated 
to keep the law, Jesus just tells us to love the LORD your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind and love your 
neighbour as yourself. 

Jesus Himself said on John 14:15 "If you love Me, keep My 
commandments." You can't claim to love Jesus and at the same time 
break His commandments. The sign that you love Jesus is not in just 
saying it by word of mouth but it is by keeping His law. 
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He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His 
commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 1 John 2:4 


If you claim that you know God then it must be shown in you keeping 
His commandments. Knowing God is not reflected by how much 
Bible scriptures you have memorized but it is revealed by how you 
keep His commandments. 


In many examinations especially those written in schools, you can 
give wrong answers on up to fifty per cent (50%) of the questions 
presented to you and give correct answers on the other half and still 
be considered to have passed. However, when it comes to God's law, 
you have to get everything correct because James 2:10 says “For 
whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is 
guilty of all." Ifyou just break one law out of the Ten Commandments 
you are considered to have broken them all. This is so because the 
same God who says you shall not commit adultery is the same God 
who says you must not steal. So we cannot cherry-pick what 
commandments to obey and deliberately break the others, we have 
to obey them all. 


Blessed are those who do His commandments that they may 
have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the 
gates into the city. Revelation 22:14 

John in the Book of Revelation in a vision saw the Holy City New 
Jerusalem and the Bible records that blessed are those who do His 
commandments, for they will have a right to partake of the tree of 
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life and enter through the gates of that city, if we want to make it to 
heaven then we have to keep the commandments of God. 


A war against commandment keepers 

Satan generally is against every human but he has a special group of 
people who he mainly focuses on bringing down and those are they 
that keep the commandments of God. 


And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to 
make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the 
commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
Revelation 12:17 


The dragon, who is Satan (read Revelation 12:9) was angry with the 
woman (a woman represents the church of God) and went on to 
make war with those who keep the commandments of God and have 
a testimony of Jesus Christ. Satan doesn't just fight anyone but his 
attacks are specifically aimed at those who observe the 
commandments of God and have a testimony of Jesus. This war is not 
physical its spiritual and various methods are employed against this 
special group. One form of attack is through wrong teachings, Satan 
makes use of his agents to preach and teach messages which attack 
the law of God and those who keep them. Many wrong teachings have 
been put forward which suggest that we ought not to keep the 
commandments of God. This is done not just by people from other 
religions but even from preachers who profess to be sent by Jesus 
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yet Jesus Himself says He didn't come to destroy the law but to fulfil 
it. 


This special group of commandment keepers who have the 
testimony of Jesus is mocked by Satan for living by the standards of 
God. The world makes fun out of those who keep the law of God, a 
man who is faithful to his wife and does not commit adultery can be 
mocked by other men, a youth who abstains from pre-marital sex is 
mocked by his fellows for missing out on the fun, an upright man or 
woman who doesn’t take or give bribes is disdain by others as being 
a fool. Once you walk the path of keeping the commandments of God 
just know that you will be ridiculed for obeying God. 


Another method which Satan uses to war against the remnant of God 
is through persecution. Since Bible times those who keep the 
commandments of God were persecuted, the three Hebrews were 
thrown into the furnace of fire because they had obeyed the 2'^'^ 
commandment which forbids the worshipping of idols. John the 
Baptist was thrown into prison and later beheaded for he had 
preached the seventh commandment which forbids adultery in his 
rebuke to Herod. 


Not by works of the law 


We are not saved by keeping the law, no amount of law-keeping will 
make you justified before the Lord (read Galatians 2:16). We are 
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saved not by our own works but by grace through faith (read 
Ephesians 2:8). The reason why we should keep the law is not that 
we want to earn salvation by our works but we keep the law because 
we are saved. Jesus said if you love me, keep my commandments 
(read John 14:15). It is that love we have for Jesus that leads us to 
keep His commandments. You can't claim to love God yet go against 
His commandments, that love is fake. Grace does not lead us to break 
the commandments of God but leads us to uphold the law, as Romans 
6:1-2 says “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace 
may abound? Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any 
longer in it?" 

We cannot continue in the path of sin (breaking the law) under the 
banner of grace. 


7 can do all things through Christ who strengthens me" 
Philippians 4:13 


Jesus is there to help us keep the law of God, on our own we have our 
shortcomings, we have our weakness but Christ strengthens us to 
uphold the law. He was tempted in all points like we are yet without 
sin (read Hebrews 4:15). He was subjected to invitations to break the 
law of God just like what we are subjected to today but He didn’t 
break not even a single commandment. That same Jesus if He resides 
in our hearts through faith, surely we are able to live the same Holy 
life which He lived on this earth. Do not despair, seek Jesus He will 
empower you. 
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Chapter 13 - Nailed to the Cross 


Ancient Roman Soldiers employed various methods of torture and 
execution such as leather peeling and Damnatio ad bestias (throwing 
people into lion’s den). Leather peeling was whereby hot water 
would be poured upon the skin of the victim and what followed 
afterwards was the ripping of the skin using a knife. Another popular 
method of execution was crucifixion where the victim was nailed or 
tied to a large wooden beam. Before being crucified, the victim was 
heavily scourged and would lose a lot of blood. Afterwards he would 
be forced to carry the very heavy beam (cross) to his place of 
execution where he would be nailed to the beams. Death was not 
instant, it would take several hours or even days till the victim dies 
due to exhaustion, suffocation, dehydration, or bleeding as a result 
of injuries. In the war between evil and good, Jesus Christ was 
executed through crucifixion. When Jesus was crucified something 
else was crucified together with him. In this chapter we shall learn 
about what was nailed together with Christ on the cross. 


Nailed at the cross 


Some Christians believe that the law of God was nailed at the cross, 
meaning it ended at the death of Jesus. This they say based on 
Colossians 2:14-17 and they are correct. There is a law which was 
nailed at the cross and we need not observe it anymore. However, 
we have to be clear as to which law is this as Jesus Himself said He 
didn't come to destroy the law but to fulfil it (Matthew 5:17). If Jesus 
didn’t come to destroy the law then which law is it that was nailed to 
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the cross? In our previous chapter, we considered the purpose of the 
commandments of God and the fact that Satan fights those who keep 
them (Revelation 12:17). Certainly, the devil cannot make war 
against you for keeping a law which was repealed, he can only fight 
you for keeping a law which God requires you to keep. In this 
chapter, we want to consider which law exactly was nailed at the 
cross and which one is still effective. Though I might use the word 
law in the singular it doesn't necessarily mean that I'm referring to a 
single law but I relate to a set of laws which can be grouped together. 

"Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against 
us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing 
it to his cross; And having spoiled principalities and powers, he 
made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in it. Let no 
man, therefore, judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of 
an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: Which 
are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ." 
Colossians 2:14-17 [KJV] 


From the preceding scriptures, we can establish that there is 
something written which had ordinances (rules) which were 
contrary to us and was wiped out and nailed at the cross. Therefore, 
let us seek to establish what exactly is this scripture referring to. 


Two Types of Laws 


When the word law is used in the Bible, it doesn’t mean that in ail 
instances it is referring to a single set of laws. There are different 
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laws in the Bible, just like in your home you might have your own 
laws which govern your family, the local government (municipality) 
has its own by-laws which govern the city, and the country as a whole 
has a constitution. 


So He declared to you His covenant which He commanded you 
to perform, the Ten Commandments; and He wrote them on 
two tablets of stone. And the LORD commanded me at that time 
to teach you statutes and judgments that you might observe 
them in the land which you cross over to possess. Deuteronomy 
4:13-14 


The preceding scripture makes us aware of the two different sets of 
laws. The first one being the Ten Commandments (Decalogue) which 
were written by God on two tablets of stone. The second set being 
statutes and judgments which Moses here is saying he was 
commanded by the Lord to teach the people. The Decalogue was 
declared by The Lord Himself, whereas the statutes and judgements 
were taught the people by Moses. 


Another scripture which confirms that there are two sets of laws is 2 
Kings 21:8 which reads; "and I will not make the feet of Israel wander 
anymore from the land which 1 gave their fathers-only if they are 
careful to do according to all that I have commanded them, and 
according to all the law that Mv servant Moses commanded them. " 
There are laws which The Lord commanded and there are other laws 
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which the servant of the Lord Moses commanded, these are two 
distinct sets of law. 


Let us consider another scripture also: 


Yes, all Israel has transgressed Your law, and has departed so 
as not to obey Your voice; therefore the curse and the oath 
written in the Law of Moses the servant of God have been 
poured out on us, because we have sinned against Him. Daniel 
9:11 


This is Daniel praying and in his prayer, he says all Israel 
transgressed YOUR LAW (referring to the Law of God whom he is 
offering his prayer to), and he also goes on to say by the reason of 
that transgression they are now suffering from the curse which is 
written in the LAW OF MOSES the servant of God. 


We have established our foundation so far that The Lord has laws 
which He gave and Moses also has laws which he gave. Now let’s go 
a step further in trying to identify these two laws. 


The law on stone 


The Decalogue - that is the Ten Commandments - were written by 
the finger of God Himself. Exodus 31:18 reads “And when He had 
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made an end of speaking with him on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses two 
tabiets of the Testimony, tabiets of stone, written with the finger of 
God." 

It was not Moses who wrote these commandments, though he was a 
prophet of God and an able writer, he was not given the task to write 
the Decalogue lest some people could have argued that these laws 
were not from God but Moses. For the avoidance of doubt, God wrote 
them Himself on two tablets of stone. Even Exodus 32:16 tells us that 
the tabiets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of 
God engraved on the tabiets. 


Moses came down from the mountain where he had received the two 
tablets with the Decalogue and made his way into the camp. He then 
saw the children of Israel dancing as they worshipped the golden calf 
which Aaron had made at their request. Moses became angry and 
threw down the tablets of the commandments out of his hands and 
they broke (Exodus 32:19). The stones which had the Decalogue 
were now in pieces. Later on, God instructed Moses to make some 
new tablets of stone, just like the first pair he had broken. 


At that time the LORD said to me, "Hew foryourseiftwo tabiets 
of stone iike the first, and come up to Me on the mountain and 
makeyourseifan ark of wood. And I wiii write on the tabiets the 
words that were on the first tabiets, which you broke; and you 
shaii put them in the ark.' "So I made an ark of acacia wood, 
hewed two tabiets of stone iike the first, and went up the 
mountain, having the two tabiets in my hand. And He wrote on 
the tabiets according to the first writing, the Ten 
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Commandments, which the LORD had spoken to you in the 
mountain from the midst of the fire in the day of the assembly; 
and the LORD gave them to me. Then I turned and came down 
from the mountain, and put the tablets in the ark which I had 
made; and there they are, just as the LORD commanded me." 
Deuteronomy 10:1-5 


After making the new tablets, Moses was supposed to hand them 
over to God, who was going to rewrite the commandments just as 
they were in the first place. God did not entrust Moses with the task 
of rewriting the laws, his duty was only to make 'blank' tablets and 
God did the rewriting. The Lord could have told Moses to rewrite the 
laws since his memory was still fresh with what God had 
commanded, but had that happened, some back then or today might 
have accused Moses of adding to or subtracting from the Ten 
Commandments. So again, for the avoidance of doubt and to make no 
room for errors, God rewrote the Decalogue Himself. You see, God 
entrusted many people with His word to write it on His behalf, the 
various authors of the Bible were assigned by God with His Holy 
word to write it down, but the penning of the Ten Commandments 
on the tablets of stone was not assigned to any human being but God 
did the work by Himself. 


After God Had rewritten the law on the tablets of stone. He told 
Moses to put them in the ark of the covenant and the prophet did as 
he was instructed (Deuteronomy 10:2,5). Take note these tablets 
where placed INSIDE the ark and not outside. After Moses had died 
and many years later in the days of King Solomon at the dedication 
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of the Temple, we are again told about these tablets of stone which 
had the law. 1 Kings 8:9 reads; “Nothing was in the ark except the two 
tablets of stone which Moses put there at Horeb, when the LORD made 
a covenant with the children of Israel when they came out of the land 
of Egypt." This scripture confirms the positioning of these tablets of 
stone to be INSIDE the ark. This is a crucial point which we must 
remember. 


in summary, the Ten Commandments were written by God Himself 
on two tablets of stone and where placed in the ark of the covenant. 


The Law in a Book 


So it was, when Moses had completed writing the words of this 
law in a book when they were finished, that Moses commanded 
the Levites, who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD, 
saying: "Take this Book of the Law, and put it beside the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there as a 
witness againstyou: Deuteronomy 31:24-26 


The preceding passage of scripture points us to a different set of laws 
which the Bible is saying was written by Moses (not by God). Unlike 
the Decalogue which was written on tablets of stone, these laws 
where written in a book. The Ten Commandments were placed 
INSIDE the ark but this book of the law was placed BESIDE the ark. 
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The Lord said that this book of law served the purpose of being a 
witness AGAINST the people. 

This book of the law, among other things, gave instructions with 
regards to the Jewish feasts and ceremonies (read Nehemiah 8:1-18; 
Deuteronomy 31:9-13). 


Handwriting of ordinances 


Colossians 2:14 tells us that there is a handwriting of ordinances 
which was blotted out. Firstly, we need to establish what are 
ordinances. The word ordinance is first mentioned in the New Kings 
James Version (NKJV) Bible in the book of Exodus specifically in the 
12* chapter. In that chapter it is used 4 times on verses 14; 17; 24 & 
43. Let’s consider all these verses in the next four passages. 

Exodus 12:14 So this day shall be to you a memorial; and you 
shall keep it as a feast to the LORD throughout your 
generations. You shall keep it as a feast by an everlasting 
ORDINANCE. 


Exodus 12:17 So you shall observe the Feast of Unleavened 
Bread, for on this same day I will have brought your armies out 
of the land of Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this day 
throughout your generations as an everlasting ORDINANCE . 
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Exodus 12:24 And you shall observe this thing as an 
ORDINANCE for you and your sons forever. 

Exodus 12:43 And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "This is 
the ORDINANCE of the Passover: No foreigner shall eat it 


In all these preceding verses the word ordinance is used to refer to 
two feasts that are the Passover and the feast of the unleavened 
bread. These feasts were introduced when the Israelites where are 
about to leave Egypt, they did not exist before that and they are not 
part of the Ten Commandments. 


If we are to read Luke 1:6, it gives an account of Zacharias and 
Elizabeth the parents of John the Baptist who obeyed the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord. The verse suggests a 
distinction between commandments and ordinances. 

And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. Luke 1:6 

If commandments and ordinances were the same, they could have 
been lumped up in one word, but the fact that they are mentioned 
separately by Luke, suggests that they refer to two different things. 


The Bible does not refer to the Decalogue as ordinances. 
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That was against us 


The scripture (Colossians 2:14) says the handwriting of ordinances 
which was blotted out was against us. Now let us consider what the 
statement 'that was against us' really means. 


When something is against people it means that it is not in favour of 
them but it is hostile. Can this be said about the Ten Commandments? 
If one commandment says you shall not steal, how is this against you 
when in fact if this law is obeyed it will protect your property from 
being stolen and also no one will go to jail for stealing since everyone 
obeys the law. Therefore, this law is not against us but it is there to 
protect us. When you see a marriage breaking down because on 
infidelity you will appreciate that when the commandment number 
seven says you shall not commit adultery, that law was not against 
us but it is there to protect us from all the negative things which come 
with adultery. 


When Moses had finished writing the book of the law. The Lord told 
him that the book was going to be a witness against them. 


"Take this Book of the Law, and put it beside the ark of the 
covenant of the LORD your God, that it may be there as a 
witness AGAINST you; Deuteronomy 31:26. 

So there it is, the contents of the book of the law which Moses had 
written were against the people. It was against us in the sense that it 
contained curses which would come upon those who broke those 
laws. 
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For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse; 
for it is written, "CURSED is everyone who does not continue in 
all things which are written in the BOOK OF TFIE LAW, to do 
them." Galatians 3:10 

As Apostle Paul is making it clear in the preceding scripture, there 
were curses for those who did not follow what was in the book of the 
law (not the tablets of the law but the book). We have seen already 
that the book of the law is different from the Decalogue and it is that 
book of the law which was against us. The Ten Commandments do 
not pronounce any curses, but they just conclude by telling you what 
to do or what not do, no curse is promised afterwards. 

That was (not which is) 


it requires basic primary level English to understand that the word 
"was" is used in referring to something which has already happened 
in the past and the word "is" refers to something present. 
Therefore when Paul says the handwriting of ordinances "was" 
against us and where nailed at the cross, what this means is that 
these ordinances were valid in the past before the death of Jesus and 
are no longer binding now. if they were still binding, he should have 
used the word "is" and the scripture would read something like; 'the 
handwriting of ordinances which IS against us’. This is clear, 
whatever it is that was nailed at the cross was no longer binding at 
the time of Paul writing this letter. 


Let us consider Ephesians 6:1-3 which says Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord, for this is right. "Honor your father and mother," 
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which is the first commandment with promise: "that it may be well 
with you and you may live long on the earth." 

Paul in writing this letter to the church of Ephesus, He is quoting the 
5* commandment which we find on Exodus 20:12. When he quotes 
this commandment, He doesn’t say WHICH WAS the first 
commandment, he should have written this if the Ten 
commandments ended at the cross. Rather he said WHICH iS the first 
commandment, meaning, that commandment is still binding. Take 
note, this scripture was written after Jesus had died. 


The same Paul which people want to use his writings to claim that 
the Ten Commandments where nailed at the cross, writes on 1 
Corinthians 7:19 saying "Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision 
is nothing, but keeping the commandments of God is what matters." 
Circumcision was never part of the Decalogue and Paul is saying 
whether you are circumcised or not it doesn't matter, what matters 
is keeping the commandments of God. This was written after the 
death of Jesus and Paul is pointing people to keep the Ten 
Commandments. 


Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink 


"Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in 
respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath 
days: Colossians 2:16 [KJV] 
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After having established what was nailed at the cross being the law 
of Moses and not the Decalogue, no one is supposed to judge you with 
regards to meat, drink or in respect of a holyday. The word 
'therefore' is used to refer to something that has been previously 
stated. We cannot just focus on the issues of meat, drink and 
holydays without considering what previous verses had said and 
what the following verses shall say. 


You might need to ask yourself this question, do the Ten 
Commandments have anything to do with meat and drink? You can 
check for yourself in your Bible (Exodus 20). Nothing whatsoever to 
do with eating or drinking. Some might argue that although the 
Decalogue has nothing on meat and drink but it has something to do 
with the Sabbath which Paul is saying no one must judge you. Okay, 
let’s shelve that for now, will address that issue on the next section, 
for now, we focus on the meat and drink part. If there is nothing to 
do with meat and drink in the Ten Commandments so it means that 
in the letter to the Colossians, Paul was not referring to the 
Decalogue. 


However, the ordinances which had to do with feasts also had 
everything to do with meat and drink. Let us consider Leviticus the 
23'’'^ chapter. In this chapter there are laws regarding the Jewish 
feasts namely: The Passover, Feast of Unleavened bread; Feast of 
First Fruits, Feast of Pentecost; Feast of trumpets, day of atonement, 
the feast of tabernacles. The Ten Commandments didn't mention any 
of these feasts and they were in the book of the law of Moses. These 
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feasts have everything to do with meat and drink offerings. Let’s just 
consider a couple of verses from that chapter 


And the meat offering thereof shall be two tenth deals of fine 
flour mingled with oil, an offering made by fire unto the LORD 
for a sweet savour: and the drink offering thereof shall be of 
wine, the fourth part of an bin. And ye shall eat neither bread, 
nor parched corn, nor green ears, until the selfsame day that ye 
have brought an offering unto your God: it shall be a statute for 
ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 
Leviticus 23:13-14 (KJV) 


And ye shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish 
of the first year, and one young bullock, and two rams: they 
shall be for a burnt offering unto the LORD, with their meat 
offering, and their drink offerings, even an offering made by 
fire, of sweet savour unto the LORD. Leviticus 23:18 (KJV) 


The two preceding scriptures are referring to the Feast of first fruits 
and the Feast of Pentecost respectively. It is in those feasts where we 
find the issue to do with meat and drink offerings. Those feasts came 
to an end at the death of Jesus; therefore, Paul is saying no man 
should judge you if you don’t participate in making those offerings 
because these ordinances where nailed at the cross. 
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Holyday or the new moon or the Sahhath days 


"Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in 
respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath 
days: Colossians 2:16 [KJV] 

The only holyday which is contained in the ten commandments is the 
weekly Sabbath day which comes on the seventh day. Otherwise, 
there is no other holyday in there nor a new moon which is 
mentioned in the scripture under consideration. However, 
something has to be clarified with regards to the Sabbath days, in the 
Decalogue, there was the weekly Sabbath day, but in the laws 
relating to feasts, we find other Sabbath days which don't necessarily 
follow the seven days cycle. Let us consider the following Bible text. 


Speak to the children of Israel, saying: "In the seventh month, 
on the first day of the month, you shall have a sabbath-rest, a 
memorial of blowing of trumpets, a holy convocation. Leviticus 
23:24 

The previous verse is referring to the feast of trumpets which was to 
start on the first day of the seventh month. Regardless of which day 
of the week which the day of the month fell on, it was to be a 
Sabbath. Take for instance our modern calendar, if the day of the 
7* month was to fall on a Wednesday, it was going to be a Sabbath, 
in another year if the day of the 7* month was to fall on a Friday, 
it was to be Sabbath again. These Sabbath days of feasts didn't follow 
the seven-day cycle like the Sabbath day of the Ten Commandments 
which comes every 7* day. Then on that same month, the 10* day 
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was to be a Sabbath, people were to rest from their labours as they 
observed the day of atonement 


Also, the tenth day of this seventh month shall be the Day of 
Atonement. It shall be a holy convocation for you; you shall 
afflictyour souls, and offer an offering made by fire to the LORD. 
And you shall do no work on that same day, for it is the Day of 
Atonement, to make atonement for you before the LORD your 
God. Leviticus 23:27-28 


The day of the 7* month was a Sabbath and the 10* day also 
another Sabbath, this shows that these Sabbath days relating to 
feasts did not follow the seven-day cycle of the Ten Commandments 
Sabbath. 


Then Leviticus 23:37-38 gives us a clear distinction of the feasts 
Sabbaths and the weekly Sabbath so that we might be aware that 
they are not the same 


Leviticus 23:37-38 reads "These are the feasts of the LORD whichyou 
shall proclaim to be holy convocations, to offer an offering made by fire 
to the LORD, a burnt offering and a grain offering, a sacrifice and drink 
offerings, everything on its day- besides the Sabbaths of the LORD, 
besides your gifts, besides all your vows, and besides ail your freewill 
offerings whichyou give to the LORD." 
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Shadow of things to come 


Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ. 

Colossians 2:17 

The ordinances which were blotted out together with the meat and 
drink offerings and the holydays are said by scripture to be a shadow 
of things to come but the body is of Christ. This means that these 
things pointed to Jesus, they were a shadow of Christ. It is a like a 
picture of someone whom you are waiting for at an airport, you don’t 
know him or her but the picture is there to help you to identify the 
person when (s)he arrives. Once the person has arrived, there is no 
longer any need to keep focusing on that picture, you now need to 
focus on the real person, not his image. The laws which were nailed 
at the cross pointed to Jesus, now that Jesus came and died on the 
cross and rose from the dead, there is no need to focus on those sets 
of laws but to focus on Jesus Himself. 


The feasts pointed to Jesus, for instance, the Passover feast pointed 
to Christ as 1 Corinthians 5:7 says ...For indeed Christ, our Passover, 
was sacrificed for us. Jesus is our Passover lamb, we need not kill any 
Passover lambs, that ceremony and its meat and drink offerings were 
nailed to the cross, it was a shadow pointing to Jesus. 

The Ten Commandments, however, were not a shadow of Christ, 
when the commandment says you shall not kill, that is not a shadow 
of Jesus, when the commandment says you shall not commit 
adultery, that is not a shadow of Jesus. 
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Conclusion 


What was nailed to the cross where the laws of Moses which 
contained system of sacrifices; human priesthood and feast days and 
all these things pointed to Christ. The ceremonial laws came to an 
end at the death of Jesus but the moral laws contained in the 
Decalogue continued after the cross and are binding even today. 


The ten commandments existed before Moses, Joseph knew it was 
breaking the law of God to sleep with Potiphar's wife (Genesis 39:7- 
9), it was breaking the law for Cain to kill his brother Abel (Genesis 
4:8-15) 
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Chapter 14 - A Day to Remember 


On the Christmas Eve of 1914 during the First World War, something 
unusual happened on the battlefield. During the night of that historic 
day, the German soldiers started singing Christmas carols and the 
British soldiers joined in the singing, these were enemies at war 
mind you. These opposing armies climbed out of their trenches and 
met in the space in-between which was known as "No Man’s Land". 
This meet up was strange in that the soldiers did not exchange 
gunfire with each other like other times but they met to celebrate 
Christmas. They took a break from the war which later became 
popularly known as 'the Christmas Truce’. To these soldiers, 
Christmas was a day to remember for them, though being away from 
the comfort of their homes and at war, they remembered Christmas. 


We as the children of God also have a day which we must remember 
to observe. Unlike the Christmas truce where enemies stopped 
fighting with each other, we must always be vigilant because our 
enemy (Satan) does not take a break. However, there is a special day 
we need to rest from our daily routines as is commanded by God Our 
Creator. In this chapter, we will study from the word of God about 
this particular day of rest which we must remember to observe (it's 
not Christmas by the way). 


The ignored commandment 

Most Christian denominations seem to keep eight and some nine of 
the Ten Commandments. No matter how different the church 
doctrines might be, the majority agree to most of the Ten 
Commandments. They agree that we should not have other gods, no 
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to idol worshipping, no to taking the name of the Lord in vain, 
honouring your parents, no to murder, no to adultery, no to stealing, 
no to bearing false witness and no to covetousness. Despite those 
similarities, there is one particular commandment which seems to go 
unnoticed yet of all the commandments its one which God explained 
the most. I’m referring to the 4* commandment which has to do with 
Sabbath day observance. 


In most of the commandments, there aren't many explanations as to 
why we must observe them, it’s just 'You shall not steal’, and there is 
no explanation as to why you must not steal, ‘You shall not murder’, 
'You shall not commit adultery’, and no clarification is given as to why 
you must not do these things. But when it comes to the fourth 
commandment, there is much explanation provided by God yet we 
seem to ignore that law in its entirety. It even starts with the word 
"REMEMBER" yet we have seemed to have forgotten what God 
requires us to remember. 


This commandment is found on Exodus 20:8-11 and reads 
"Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labour 
and do all your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD 
your God. In it, you shall do no work: you, nor your son, nor your 
daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your 
cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. For in six days the 
LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, 
and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath 
day and hallowed it.’’ 

We are in a war and our enemy Satan is happy when we break just 
one of the Ten Commandments because he is aware of James 2:10 
which says if you break one law you have broken all the laws. The 
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devil is in the business of causing people to break just one law, and 
he knows he would have won in causing them to disobey God. By 
breaking particularly, the fourth commandment, people get to miss 
out on the Blessings which come with observing that commandment. 


The Origin 

For us to have a better appreciation of this commandment let us 
consider its origin, how it all started. When we read this 
commandment from the book of Exodus chapter 20, it points us back 
to the creation account of this planet, part of the commandment 
reads “For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the 
sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day". 


This commandment is referring us to the Genesis creation account. 
So let’s go to Genesis 2:2-3 which reads “And on the seventh day God 
ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the seventh day 
from all His work which He had done. Then God blessed the seventh day 
and sanctified it because in it He rested from all His work which God 
had created and made." 


God created everything in six literal days, then on the seventh day. 
He RESTED. Not only did He rest but He BLESSED the seventh day 
(meaning there are blessings in that day) and He SANCTIFIED it (to 
sanctify means to set apart for holy use). Take note this is happening 
in Genesis where only two humans are inhabiting the earth (Adam 
and Eve), there was nothing called a Jew yet. The Sabbath Day was 
instituted when there were no Jews in existence at that time, as Jesus 
said, the Sabbath was made for man and not man for the Sabbath 
(Mark 2:27). It wasn't made for Jews but mankind, so as long as you 
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qualify into the bracket of mankind then you qualify also to benefit 
from the Sabbath. The seventh day in which God rested is the one 
being pointed to by the fourth commandment in Exodus 20 as the 
Sabbath. 


The Sabbath commandment did not originate at Mount Sinai when 
God declared the Ten Commandments, it was already there ever 
since creation just like any other commandment. Before Mt Sinai it 
was a sin to kill, it was a sin to commit adultery, it was a sin to 
worship other gods, the Ten Commandments existed before Mt Sinai. 


Let’s consider Exodus 16:23 (this is before the Ten Commandments 
were given at Mt Sinai) it reads: Then he said to them, "This is what 
the LORD has said: "Tomorrow is a Sabbath rest, a holy Sabbath to the 
LORD. Bake what you will bake today, and boil what you will boil; and 
lay up for yourselves all that remains, to be kept until morning." 
The Lord here was calling on His people to observe the Sabbath Day 
rest yet it’s before Mt Sinai which comes on Exodus 20. This is not a 
law which was an afterthought which "popped up" at Sinai, it was 
already there since creation and was observed before Mt Sinai 
(Check Exodus 16:28-30). 


The New Testament 


Some folks will argue that the Sabbath Day commandment ended in 
the Old Testament and we are now the New Testament church which 
is no longer required to observe that commandment. For the benefit 
of those who believe as such, let’s consider what the New Testament 
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has to say about the Sabbath day. By the way, the Bible is not a menu 
where we cherry-pick what we want and ignore some parts which 
we don't like, we have to take an all-inclusive approach, you can’t 
form a doctrine based on one or two isolated scriptures. You have to 
consider what the whole Bible says (both old and new testaments) 
with regards to what you are studying and come up with a common 
understanding of all the scriptures which relate to that topic under 
study. 


Did Jesus Break the Sabbath Commandment? 


We are in a war, Satan causes people to take extreme positions. He is 
happy with those who take the extreme position of disregarding the 
commandments of God totally, he is also equally happy with those 
who claim to keep the commandments of God yet violating them in 
their attempts to keep them. Pharisees were in the latter extreme, 
they claimed to keep the law of God yet breaking it in their attempts. 
Over and above what God had said with regards to Sabbath 
observance, they made their own regulations on how to keep the 
Sabbath holy. They ended up with very strict rules which were never 
from God. For instance, you were not allowed to spit on the Sabbath 
for if you do so you would have been considered to have done secular 
work of watering a plant. You were not allowed to carry a 
handkerchief on Sabbath since this might be interpreted as carrying 
a burden. These two examples were considered to be secular work 
which must not be done on the Sabbath Day. Take note, this is not 
scriptural, these are man-made laws which some of the Jews made 
during those times. The scribes and Pharisees were good at coming 
up their own traditions which made the commandments of God of no 
effect (Matthew 15:6). 
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So whenever Christ violated any of these man-made doctrines, they 
would charge Him as having broken the Sabbath yet he had just 
broken their traditions and not the commandment of God. Today, 
those who say Jesus broke the Sabbath commandment are accusing 
Jesus of sinning because 1 John 3:4 says "Whoever commits sin also 
commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness". Sin is breaking the law. 
So if Jesus broke the Sabbath it means that He sinned yet Hebrews 
14:15 says he was in all points tempted as we are, yet WITHOUT SIN. 
Jesus lived a sinless life and He died without sin, meaning He never 
broke a single commandment, not even the Sabbath commandment. 
If He broke anything, it was the traditions of men not the law of God. 
Whoever accuses Jesus of breaking the Sabbath is accusing Him of 
sinning and is also implying that He is not worthy to be Our Saviour, 
for how can a sinner save another sinner? that’s a serious accusation 
which borders on blasphemy. 


On Luke 6:7-11, the scribes and Pharisees were angry at Jesus 
because He had healed on the Sabbath Day (by the way the Sabbath 
commandment does not forbid healing on that day) yet the same folk 
who accused Him were willing & ready to rescue their animal when 
it falls into a pit on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:10-11), what pure 
hypocrisy. This was just one of the many ACCUSATIONS which the 
Pharisees made against Jesus, it was not God who said Jesus broke 
the Sabbath but people. 


Accordingly, if we want to learn the true import of the Sabbath in the 
New Testament, we must look at what Jesus did on the Sabbath and 
not what He was accused of doing or not doing by His adversaries. 
Luke 4:16 says as His custom was, Jesus would go to the synagogue 
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every Sabbath. If we claim to be followers of Jesus we ought to follow 
His footsteps. It is on the Sabbath that He healed those who were sick 
more than any other day. Jesus did not lessen the sanctity of the 
Sabbath, nor did He shift its sacredness to any other day. 


After Jesus's death 

As we learnt in the previous chapter, the Ten Commandments did 
not end at the cross with Jesus' death but the ceremonial laws were 
the ones which came to an end there. The Ten Commandments 
remained and are still binding. Since this is the case, we need to find 
scriptural evidence of the Seventh-day Sabbath observance after the 
death of Jesus. 


Jesus Himself when He gave a prophecy of the destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Roman Armies which was fulfilled around AD 70, 
He said: "And pray that your flight may not be in winter or on the 
Sabbath" (Matthew 24:20). This destruction was going to come after 
His death yet He tells His followers that they must pray that it does 
not happen on the Sabbath day because on such a day they might not 
be in a position to flee as they will be occupied with service to God. If 
Jesus had come to remove the weekly Sabbath, surely there was no 
need for Him to expect His followers to keep on observing this day 
after his death. But Him knowing fully that the Seventh-day Sabbath 
will and must continue to be observed after His death, resurrection 
and accession. He gave that prophecy. 


There were some women who closely followed Jesus, they could not 
anoint His body after He had died because they were resting on the 
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Sabbath day in line with the commandment number four (Luke 
23:56). They had to wait until the Sabbath had come to an end before 
they could to go to the tomb where his body was intending to anoint 
it (Mark 16:1-2). If the Sabbath commandment had ended at Jesus’s 
death, these women should have gone to the tomb to anoint the body 
on the Sabbath, than to wait for the first day of the week, which came 
after Sabbath. 


Paul preached at Antioch on a Sabbath (Acts 13:14-16), by the way, 
the title Christian was first given to the disciples at Antioch (Acts 
11:26), the same city which Paul preached at on a Sabbath. So there 
we have Christians coming together on Sabbath to hear Paul preach 
after Jesus’ death, resurrection and accession to heaven. After he 
(Paul) preached there, the Gentiles (non-Jews) asked if he could 
preach to them the same words the next Sabbath (Acts 13:42). 
Gentiles of all the people, requesting to hear the word of God the 
coming Sabbath, despite being Gentiles, they understood very well 
the issue of Sabbath observance. When the next Sabbath arrived, 
almost the whole city came together to hear the word of God (Acts 
13:44). This is amazing, a whole city congregating to hear the word 
of God on the Sabbath day. 


Paul and his travel companions went to Philippi and when the 
Sabbath day came they went to the riverside where there was a place 
of prayer. It is there where they met Lydia (Acts 16:13-15). At 
Thessalonica, Paul spent three Sabbaths with the Jews there (Acts 
17:2). This is all happening after Jesus had died, showing that the 
Sabbath day did not end at the death of Christ. 


173 



Which day is it? 


After having established that the fourth commandment of the 
Decalogue is still binding today, perhaps one might also want to 
know which day is the biblical Seventh Day Sabbath. First of all, in 
the Genesis creation account where we established that's when the 
Sabbath day was introduced, God did His creation work in six literal 
days and rested on the seventh day which He made the Sabbath. 
Therefore, since the earth began, the week always had seven days as 
we have today seven days from Sunday to Saturday. So from the 
seven days we have on our calendar today, the next step is to 
establish which day of the seven is the Lord's Sabbath. 


Let us consider the Bible narrative of the death and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. 


Now when evening had come, because it was the Preparation 
Day, that is, the day before the Sabbath, Joseph ofArimathea, a 
prominent council member, who was himself waiting for the 
kingdom of God, coming and taking courage, went into Pilate 
and asked for the body of Jesus. Mark 15:42-43 


This is just after the death of Jesus at the cross, Joseph of Arimathea 
a secret disciple of Jesus took it upon Himself to give Christ a proper 
burial. So he approached Pilate to ask for the body and this happened 
on a day which the Bible calls 'Preparation Day’ which the same 
scripture says that day was before the Sabbath. 

In Summary: The Sabbath day (7* day of the week) comes after the 
Preparation day (6* day of the week) OR the Preparation Day comes 
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before the Sabbath day. This day on which Joseph asked for the body 
of Christ was called the Preparation day because it was the day in 
which people made preparations for the Sabbath day which was to 
follow. 


When Jesus died He was buried on the same day which is the 
preparation day. The day that followed afterwards was the Sabbath 
day, the women who followed Jesus could not go and anoint his body 
for they were resting in observance of the Sabbath commandment. 
(Luke 23:56 says Then they returned and prepared spices and 
fragrant oils. And they rested on the Sabbath according to the 
commandment.) Then after the Sabbath had come to an end, it was 
now the first day of the week, the women made their way to Jesus’ 
tomb (Luke 24:1 reads Now on the first day of the week, very early in 
the morning, they, and certain other women with them, came to the 
tomb bringing the spices which they had prepared.) 


So there we have established a sequence, Jesus died and was buried 
on the preparation day (Day 6), the women rested on the Sabbath 
(Day 7), and they went to his grave on the day of the week and 
didn’t find Him as He had risen from the dead. 
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Preparation Day 

Sabbath Day 

First Day 

6* Day of the week 

7* Day of the week 

Day of the week 

Jesus died and was 
buried on this day 

The women could 
not go and anoint 
the body of Jesus as 
they were 

observing the 

Sabbath 

Jesus arose on this 
day. The women 
went to his grave to 
anoint His body and 
did not find Him for 
was risen 

Mark 15:42-46 

Luke 23:50-54 

Luke 23:55-56 

Luke 24:1-6 

Matthew 28:1-6 

John 20:1-2 


To believers who observe Easter or at least have an understanding 
of it, we can all agree that Jesus died on Good Friday and arose on 
Easter Sunday (Resurrection Sunday), if we are to take the sequence 
of Easter holiday and fit it to the Bible sequence of days which we 
established above, we would conclude that Jesus died on what we 
call today Good Friday which corresponds to the Bible Preparation 
day. He was in the grave on Easter Saturday which corresponds to 
the Biblical Sabbath, He then arose on Easter Sunday which 
corresponds with the day of the week of the Bible. 


So the 7th day Sabbath of the Bible corresponds to Saturday on our 
calendars today. 


Another method of ascertaining the Sabbath on our calendars is to 
consider which day the Jews of today observe as the Sabbath. The 
Jews have been observing the Sabbath day from Biblical times to this 
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day, week in week out without taking a break. The day which they 
call the Sabbath coincides with the day which we call Saturday today. 
Just research for yourself. 


To be more specific, a day in the Bible starts at one sunset and ends 
on the next sunset, unlike the midnight to midnight reckoning which 
is generally used by many. When we read the Chapter of the Book 
of Genesis you will note this. Genesis 1:5 says “...So the evening and 
the morning were the first day". Genesis 1:8 says "...So the evening and 
the morning were the second day." Genesis 1:13 says “So the evening 
and the morning were the third day." 
Evening (sunset) marks the start of the day. 

So the Biblical Sabbath starts at Friday Sunset and runs until 
Saturday Sunset. 


The Lost Coin 


In just two verses Jesus taught a very powerful parable which we find 
on Luke 15:8-9 which reads, "Or what woman, having ten silver coins, 
if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search 
carefully until she finds it? And when she has found it, she calls her 
friends and neighbours together, saying, "Rejoice with me, for I have 
found the piece which I lost!' 

The woman in the parable had ten silver coins and unfortunately, she 
lost one of them. Its only one coin out of the ten, she could have 
chosen to just ignore it and continue with her life as usual but she 
didn't do so. She lit a lamp so that she could see properly and swept 
her house, taking away all the dirty where the coin could be hiding 
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under. She searched carefully (not in a rush but thoroughly) until she 
found it. After the recovery, she called her friends and neighbours to 
a celebration. 


A woman in bible symbols typically represents the church (Jeremiah 
6:2; 2 Corinthians 11:2), so here in the parable, we have a church 
which had ten coins which 1 will liken to the Ten Commandments. Of 
the ten she lost one and proceeded to light a lamp. Psalms 119:105 
says "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path". The Lamp 
is the word of God, so the church opens scriptures to search for the 
coin (commandment) which she lost. She sweeps the dirty, removes 
all doctrines of men and traditions which might stand in the way of 
recovering the lost commandment. She searches carefully, we must 
search our Bibles thoroughly till we find what we lost, we don't give 
up till we have found it, and when we do find it, we call on others to 
learn of the great truth we have recovered. 


The woman was not content with just having nine out of the ten 
coins, she wanted them all to be ten. Let us not be satisfied with 
having just nine out of the Ten Commandments, let's have them all. 
James 2:10 says "For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet 
stumble in one point, he is guilty of all", if we disregard just one law, 
God considers us to have broken the whole set of the law. With God 
10 minus 1 equals 0 (not 9). So there is a need to keep all the ten. 
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What must I do? 


Now that we have learnt that the Sabbath day commandment has to 
be observed, it is never a wise decision just to read the word of God 
and do nothing about it. After learning new things from the word of 
God we have to do what the word says. We must keep the Sabbath 
day Holy as commanded by the word of God, but this we cannot do 
with our power, we need the empowerment from Jesus to keep this 
commandment just as we do to other commandments. Don't 
consider this as a burden, it is a delight, it must be made clear that 
we don't keep the Sabbath or any other law for that matter to be 
saved but we keep it as a sign that we are saved. We don't earn 
salvation by our works, for it is a free gift of God, however, if we are 
saved we don't disobey God. 


We must be Holy every day but we have to keep the Sabbath Day 
holy, it is on the Sabbath day that we rest from our everyday secular 
works and we fellowship with other believers as we worship the 
Lord. This is not a matter of public opinion, it’s a matter of "thus says 
the Lord", and we need to follow what God teaches and not what the 
majority of people are doing. Don’t be worried if this seems to be an 
unpopular truth, remember the path to life is narrow and a few go in 
that way but the road to destruction is wide and there are many who 
travel on it. Your goal is not to follow what the masses are doing but 
to follow what God is saying. 
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You might have desecrated the Sabbath in the past because you 
didn’t know any better, Acts 17:30 says Truly, these times of 
ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to 
repent. God forgives you because you didn’t know any better but now 
that you know, you need to repent and live by the truth which has 
been revealed to you. 


As we draw towards the end of this world, Satan will work so hard in 
this war to make sure that professing Christians will trample upon 
the Lord’s Sabbath. This is already in motion, we have preachers on 
the pulpit who claim that the Sabbath commandment is no longer 
valid, some preach from a position of ignorance and some are fully 
aware that they are deceiving their listeners. 1 urge you to cross¬ 
check all that 1 have written against what the Bible says, go through 
the verses 1 have quoted and see if indeed they exist in your Bible, if 
not then you don’t have to believe me. Check whether the 
explanations 1 have made from the verses 1 quoted are not taken out 
of context, don’t just believe me or any other preacher for that 
matter. You need to cross-check for yourself in your own Bible and 
pray to God that His Holy Spirit might reveal to you the truth. If you 
are really sincere, God will lead you to the truth. But if you just want 
to maintain your current position and you are not ready to hear what 
God has to say, then it will be difficult for you to come to the 
knowledge of the truth. 


Don’t choose your own day and make it a Sabbath because it is only 
the seventh day of the week which God blessed and sanctified. You 
might reject an exam paper which has been set by an examining 
board and go on to come up with your own exam. One thing you are 
guaranteed of is failure. This is not church doctrine, but its Bible 


180 



doctrine, double-check if I quoted any other source which is from any 
church denomination or it was the Bible throughout. The Bible is 
above any doctrines of any church, yours or mine. If we allow the 
Bible and the Bible alone to guide us, we will all come up with one 
position. 
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Chapter 15 - Conscientious Objector 


"You really deserve this. I consider this a greater honour than being 
president." These where the words of the then US President Harry S. 
Truman as he congratulated Corporal Desmond Thomas Doss during 
a ceremony to give medals of honour to soldiers who had 
participated in World War 2. Desmond Doss was a soldier in the US 
Army who served as a combat medic and refused to kill an enemy 
soldier or carry a weapon into combat because of his personal beliefs 
as a Seventh-day Adventist. His only weapons were his Bible and his 
faith in God. His refusal to carry a gun caused a lot of trouble among 
his fellow soldiers. He was intimidated, insulted, assigned extra hard 
duties, and declared mentally unfit for the Army. An attempt was 
even made to court-martial him for refusing to carry a gun. 


While others were destroying lives, Desmond was saving lives. 
Whenever he was called onto the battlefield, he didn’t consider his 
safety. He repeatedly ran into the heat of battle to help wounded 
soldiers and bring them to safety. People like Doss are known as 
conscientious objectors. These are individuals who exercise the 
right to refuse to perform military service on the grounds of freedom 
of thought, conscience, or religion. They object (disagree) to 
something which is against their conscience (moral sense of right 
and wrong). 


Such people are not the "yes man" type who just agree with their 
superiors even if an order given goes against their conscience. If the 
instruction given contradicts their religious beliefs they will object 
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to that command. This principle is necessary for everyone who 
professes to worship the true God. There are many circumstances 
where one has to choose between listening to what God says and 
what man says. This is an easy task when men give you orders that 
are in line what God requires from you but a lot of challenges arise 
when you are given orders which oppose what God says. If met with 
such a dilemma, how must we handle it? Let us consider what the 
Bible has to say. 


God's children called to obedience to men's laws (but...) 

As children of God, we are supposed to abide by the laws which are 
set by men. The Bible requires us to be subject to the governing 
authorities because rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil 
(read Romans 13:1-3). 


“Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's sake, whether to the king as supreme, or to governors, as 
to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers 
and for the praise of those who do good. For this is the will of 
God, that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of 
foolish men" 1 Peter 2:13-15 


"Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, 
to be ready for every good work" Titus 3:1 
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The preceding scriptures from Peter and Titus call us to be 
obedient to the laws made by earthly authorities. Not only are we to 
obey the governing authorities of a nation but even our superiors at 
our workplaces and various institutions. Ephesians 6:5 says 
"Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according 
to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ". 

Our religion is not one which promotes disobedience to authorities. 
Be that as it may, we are only supposed to obey higher powers as 
long as their commands do not go against the commands of the Most 
High God. The moment men require us to do that which goes against 
the word of God, then in that case we must choose to follow the Word 
of God. 


Military orders contrary to God's orders 

As King Saul returned from the battle against the Philistines were 
David had killed Goliath, some women sang a song which displeased 
the king. In the song, the women gave credit to David for killing ten 
thousands and to King Saul thousands. This made the king feel 
jealous and didn’t take it lightly. Instead of correcting the singers, he 
started to hate David who didn't compose this song (read 1 Samuel 
18:6-9). Saul wanted David dead, twice he threw a spear intending 
to nail him to the wall but David escaped (read 1 Samuel 18:11). On 
1 Samuel 19:1, Saul made it clear to all his servants that David should 
be killed. David became a fugitive as he was now always fleeing from 
the wrath of this king. 


184 



On 1 Samuel 21:1-9 David came to Ahimelech the priest of the Lord 
and didn't reveal that he was running away from Saul but said the 
king had sent him on a secret mission. On this background, David 
asked for bread from the priest and was given holy bread and also 
the sword of Goliath. 


All this happened in the eyes of Doeg (one of Saul’s servants) who 
later reported this matter to his master (King Saul). On hearing this, 
Saul called for Ahimelech and other priests and asked them a few 
questions relating to the help they had given David. The king then 
gave orders to the guards who were with him that they should 
summarily execute Ahimelech and all the priests of the Lord for 
helping out David (1 Samuel 22:9-23). 


The guards faced a dilemma, whether to follow the King's orders and 
kill the priests or to obey the law of God which forbids the murder of 
these innocent people. 


King Saul had become so ruthless, he had even attempted to kill his 
son Jonathan after he had tried to convince him that David had done 
nothing wrong deserving death (1 Samuel 20:32-33). Saul was ready 
to kill David and anyone who stood in his way faced his wrath. But 
the presidential guards made a bold decision by refusing to kill the 
priests, in as much as these guards where under Saul, they knew that 
they had a higher authority who was God. Though having 'masters’ 
on this earth, we have a higher Master in Heaven whose commands 
take precedence over commands of the masters of this earth. They 
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could have been killed by Saul for refusing to take orders, but it was 
a risk they were willing to take. When the king realised that these 
guards were not willing to follow his commands, he turned to Doeg 
and told him to kill the priests and he obeyed this instruction. Let 
those who do not fear God be the ones to do commands which are 
against the word of God. 


Civil laws with regards to worship 

in Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar made a statue of gold and commanded 
everyone to fall and worship it. This is a King who is forcing people 
to worship a particular god in a particular way and doesn’t give his 
subjects the right of religious liberty to choose their own God. This 
command was so serious that its violation didn’t carryjust a warning 
or fine or jail term but a death penalty in the furnace of fire (Daniel 
3). 


Among the people who were supposed to follow this law were three 
Hebrews by the names of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. This 
trio were worshippers of the true God Jehovah Who in His law does 
not allow His people to have any other gods besides Him nor to bow 
down to any image (read Exodus 20:3-5). At that time certain 
Chaldeans came forward and made a report to the King that there 
were three Jews who were not worshipping the golden image which 
the king had set up. These Hebrews were brought before the king 
and were given another chance to worship the image. There was a 
dilemma, whether to bow down to the image and be set free or not 
to bow down and be thrown into the fire so that they burn to death. 
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It was either they had to listen to the King and disobey Jehovah in the 
process or they listen to their God and disobey Nebuchadnezzar. 


These three could have just made a compromise, they could have 
agreed to kneel down to the image but worship their own God in 
their hearts while they are bowing. They could have just pretended 
to bow down to the image when in fact they are tying their sandal 
laces. Or out of fear of death they could have bowed down to the 
image and worshipped it, then at home confess their sins to the true 
God and ask for forgiveness. They had several options which could 
please the king so that they don’t get thrown in the fire. But all these 
options would not glorify God. 


Despite facing death, the Hebrew trio was ready to go into the fire 
and die than to preserve their lives by violating God's law, so they 
made a bold choice and told the king; "0 Nebuchadnezzar, we have no 
need to answer you in this matter. If that is the case, our God whom we 
serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will 
deliver us from your hand, 0 king. But if not, let it be known to you, 0 
king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold 
image which you have set up." (Daniel 3:16-18). 


On hearing this Nebuchadnezzar was so full of fury and commanded 
that the furnace be made seven times hotter than the usual heat. He 
gave orders that the three be thrown into the furnace. The fire was 
so great that it killed the mighty men who took up the three into the 
fire but miraculously the three Hebrews did not die in the fire, nor 
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did they suffer any burns, in fact, they didn't even have a smell of fire 
on them for God protected them. 


We are there to obey the laws of our political leaders, but if they are 
to make legislation which violates the worship of our true God and 
causes us to worship other gods, then we are left with no option but 
to disregard that particular law of men and obey the law of God. 


Religious orders contrary to the will of God 

Peter and John were arrested because they preached the 
resurrection of the dead through Jesus. They were kept in custody 
overnight and the following day the rulers and Jewish leaders came 
together and commanded the two Apostles not to preach or teach at 
all in the name of Jesus. These two Apostles responded and said, 
"Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to 
God, you judge". (Acts 4:1-22). That was a dilemma, should the 
Apostles listen to the Jewish leaders and stop preaching in the name 
of Jesus or should they listen to God who is giving them the gospel to 
preach? Remember these Jews had in their own opinion 'succeeded' 
in killing Jesus, they could do the same to these Apostles and kill 
them also. 


Jesus said on Matthew 10:28, “And do not fear those who kill the body 
but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both 
soul and body in heU". These human beings who give orders which 
are contrary to the word of God can only kill the body but cannot kill 
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the soul, so Jesus is telling us not to be afraid of them. We must fear 
God who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 


Anchored on such exhortations of Jesus, the Apostles continued to 
preach the gospel. They were brought again before the Sanhedrin on 
the same charges as before and Peter and the other apostles told the 
religious leaders that they (the apostles) ought to obey God rather 
than men and continued with the gospel (Acts 5:27-29). 

Even today some religious leaders give commands or doctrines 
which go against scripture. As followers of Christ we are not to obey 
any of those unscriptural commands, whenever there is a clash 
between what religious leaders say and what the Bible says, we are 
to follow the word of God. 


Whatever the case, what must you do 

in this spiritual warfare that is raging on, there will come a time 
when you will be required to take orders from people, orders which 
wage against the word of God. What must you do in such a case? 
Should you just follow the order so that you maintain your relations 
with these people or you should reject them and compromise your 
standing with people? in short, the Bible instructs us to listen to what 
God says and not what man says whenever there is a conflict 
between the two. 


it is not an easy path to follow and it needs courage. Christianity is 
not for the lily-livered who cannot stand for what they believe in. 
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Christianity requires us to be bold in the Lord and stand for the truth. 
Commit much time to prayer and seek for that courage to resist any 
orders which cause you to sin against God. The Holy Spirit will 
strengthen you to walk in the path of obedience. When you object to 
the commands of men which contradict the word of God let your 
speech be seasoned with grace. The way you speak can end up 
offending the other person and in the end cause more trouble for 
you. Take a lesson from the 3 Hebrews, in their speech they 
maintained respect for Nebuchadnezzar as a king, they kept 
referring to him with the title king, they didn't insult him by giving 
him a derogatory title, nevertheless, they did not give in to his 
demands which were against the law of God. 


So the next time when your boss asks you to work on the Sabbath 
day, or forge some documents, or lie to a third party, or do something 
which is not in line with the word of God, speak to him/her in a 
befitting manner which suits a person in authority but maintain your 
position that you will not do it. Whenever someone in power gives 
you orders to break the law of God, tell them what you believe in and 
why you cannot follow their orders. Politely do this, don't raise your 
voice but raise your facts. 


God will fight for you (even not) 

When the three Hebrew boys refused to obey King 
Nebuchadnezzar's command to worship his golden image, this 
decision attracted a penalty of being cast into the fiery furnace. Such 
decisions of resisting commands which are contrary to God's word 
usually attract some form of punishment. However, no matter how 
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big the penalty might be, we need not fear it but obey the word of 
God, because God Himself can deliver us from that punishment. 

Isaiah 54:17(a) says “No weapon formed against you shall prosper..." 
Weapons indeed can be formed to punish you for not obeying what 
man has said but the success of those weapons can be hindered and 
their failure is guaranteed by God. Just as He delivered the three 
Hebrews from the fire. He can also deliver you from whatever 
punishment men have designed for you. Just as He sent an angel to 
shut the mouths of lions that they may not harm Daniel, He can send 
His angels to protect you. 


Whenever you find yourself in circumstances which force you to 
choose whether to listen to God or men, take it as an opportunity for 
God to be glorified by your choice. Yes, it might be persecution, but 
see it as a chance for you to witness about Christ by the choice you 
will make. When the three Hebrews made a choice to serve God and 
they didn't suffer any harm from the fire, Nebuchadnezzar was 
drawn to glorify the true God by this. The king blessed the true God 
because of this (Daniel 3:28). If these men had agreed to bow down 
to the image, their choice would not have led to God being glorified. 
So make a choice which causes the name of God to be praised by the 
mouths of unbelievers. 


God will fight for you, but let me be quick to say sometimes God will 
allow you to suffer a loss of that job, loss of that promotion, loss of 
that income, loss of that relationship, you might be imprisoned for 
not following the dictates of men or even die. If it comes to that, we 
need to focus on the bigger picture, yes it seems like you have 
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suffered a loss but if you are faithful to Christ you will gain eternal 
life in the process. Let us not count the losses of such decisions but 
let us consider what we are gaining by deciding to follow the word of 
God and disregarding the word of men. 


On Matthew 16:25 Jesus said, “For whoever desires to save his life will 
lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it." 
if we try to save our lives by disobeying God, we will lose eternal life, 
but if we lose our lives for the sake of J esus we will obtain eternal life. 
So make a wise choice, whether to disobey God and live for a couple 
of decades in this present life or to obey God and obtain eternal life 
in the world to come. Let us be faithful even up to death, for we shall 
receive the crown of life (read Revelation 2:10). "Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord" (read Revelation 14:13) 


it is better to die for obeying the truth of the Lord than to live for 
obeying the lies of men. And to those in authority and positions of 
power, don’t give orders which contradict the word of God otherwise 
you will be fighting God Himself and that’s a battle you will not win. 
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Chapter 16 - Operation thunderbolt 


On Sunday 27 June 1976, an Air-France Airbus destined for Paris 
(France) flew from Tel-Aviv (Israel) and made a stopover in (Athens) 
Greece were it picked up more passengers. It is in Greece were four 
terrorists took advantage of the lax in security at the airport and got 
on board with weapons. The plane left Athens intending to go to 
France but some minutes after take-off, the four terrorists (three 
men and one woman) announced that they had hijacked the plane. 
Under normal circumstances, the plane was supposed to be under 
the control of the flight Captain, but now the game had changed, the 
terrorists were in charge. This reminds me of this planet earth, Adam 
was given dominion by God after creation, he was to be the captain 
in charge of everything, but Satan hi-jacked this planet and he seems 
to steer the course of events in this world at his will. It was no longer 
business as usual in that flight as the hijackers armed with guns, 
bombs and hand-grenades changed the course of the aeroplane. The 
terrorists announced that they had hi-jacked the plane in the name 
of Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP). 


The flight lost communication with the control tower back in Israel 
and those on the ground assumed that either the plane had crashed 
or had been hijacked. As mankind fell into sin, communication with 
God was negatively affected. When Adam and Eve heard the voice of 
The Lord walking in the garden in the cool of the day, they ran to hide 
among the trees (read Genesis 3:8). They no longer enjoyed 
communicating with God, sin brought separation between God and 
His people. That’s why even today many people don’t want to talk to 
God in prayer and they don't want to hear what He says in His word 
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the Bible. They hide under the cover of anything they can find. 
Communication lines were distorted on this hijacked planet. 


When those in Israel later learnt that the plane had been hijacked, 
they expected it to return to Israel but this did not happen. Instead, 
the terrorists directed the plane to Benghazi. You see, Satan always 
takes people to where they don't want to go. One man came with his 
son who was demon-possessed to Jesus and told Christ that 
whenever this evil spirit seizes him, it throws him into the fire and 
sometimes into water (read Matthew 17:14-15). Many people are 
being pushed into various sins and circumstances where they don’t 
want to be in and live to regret afterwards. In Libya, the plane stayed 
for less than seven hours as the then Libyan President Muammar 
Gadhafi refused to entertain it on his soil but only allowed it to refuel 
and leave his territory. 


Before leaving Libya one woman was released after she had feigned 
illness. The rest of the passengers, crew and terrorists went back into 
the air and their new destination was Uganda. The plane arrived at 
the Entebbe Airport where they were greeted by the President at 
that time Idi Amin, and in welcoming them he shouted: "Shalom, 
Shalom" (meaning peace, peace). This man pronounced peace when 
there was no peace at all. The false prophets in the days of Jeremiah 
preached peace, when there was no peace, they spoke based on false 
visions and divination (read Jeremiah 14:13-15). Even the false 
prophets of today they prophesy peace and prosperity and make 
people relax in their sins when sudden destruction is coming (1 
Thessalonians 5:3). 
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The terrorists moved the 257 passengers and crew who were now 
hostages from the plane to a disused old terminal at the Entebbe 
airport. Six more terrorists who were already in Uganda joined in to 
secure the hostages together with the help of the Ugandan army. 
Demands were made by the terrorists in exchange for the release of 
the hostages. They requested the release of 53 terrorists, 40 of whom 
were prisoners in Israel and the rest were in various countries. They 
also demanded US$5 million ransom money from France and they 
threatened that if these demands were not meet on the set deadline, 
they were to kill all the hostages. 


At the Entebbe airport, the hostages were separated into two groups, 
the Jews from the Gentiles (non-Jews). The terrorists wanted to deal 
specifically with the Jews, they were their main target. Satan has a 
special group of people which he targets, he is against those who 
worship the true God. The Bible records in Revelation 12:17 that the 
dragon [satan] was enraged with the woman (the church], and he 
went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who keep the 
commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. That is 
the specific group which satan concentrates his efforts of 
persecution. 


Several hostages from the non-Jews group were released by the 
terrorists on different days. As the terrorists awaited their demands 
to be met, Israel was busy making plans to send soldiers to Uganda 
to rescue the hostages. This was no simple plan, the odds where very 
much against the rescue team, but it was a risk which Israel was 


195 



willing to take. The mission was codenamed Operation 
Thunderbolt. 


About 100 soldiers from the Israeli Defence Forces flew secretly to 
Uganda. The last thing they wanted was for the enemy to be aware 
that they were coming to rescue the people, so to avoid detection by 
radars they flew at a height of not more than 30 meters. They left the 
comfort of their homeland and flew for more than 4,000km to 
Uganda with one mission that is to save their people. Jesus came 
down from heaven. He travelled a much longer distance to earth than 
what the commandos of Israel travelled to Uganda. Christ came to a 
territory under the control of the evil one, with one mission, that is 
to save us from sin. 


The Israeli soldiers arrived at the Entebbe airport on the 3'’'^ of July 
at 23:00. What followed was a heavy gunfire exchange between the 
Israelis and the terrorists who were backed by Ugandan forces. The 
Israelis succeeded in rescuing 102 hostages, while 3 died as they 
were caught in the crossfire. One Israeli commander by the name of 
Jonathan Netanyahu was killed in action. Operation Thunderbolt 
remains arguably the most successful rescue operation in the history 
of hostage situations in the world. If an earthly government could not 
just let its citizens perish at the hands of foreign terrorists, how much 
more is the government of heaven concerned with the rescue of 
mankind who was created in the image of God, who has been taken 
hostage by sin? 


196 



Taken Hostage by Sin 


“Jesus answered them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever 
commits sin is a slave of sin." ]oh.n 8:34 

Mankind was taken hostage by Satan through sin. When Adam and 
Eve disobeyed God by eating from the forbidden tree, they sinned 
and became siaves of sin. Just as Jesus said in the preceding scripture, 
whoever sins is a siave of sin. For by whom a person is overcome, by 
him aiso he is brought into bondage (read 2 Peter 2:19). A siave is 
more or iess simiiar to a hostage, he dances to the tune of his master 
who is the hostage-taker. You wiii be under the ruie of someone who 
doesn't care about you. There is no freedom in being a hostage, even 
if when you are given some form of priviieges, you are stiii a 
'prisoner'. You are iike a dog on a ieash, you can oniy go as far as the 
ieash aiiows you to go. Such is sin, it is a tyrant which ruies by an iron 
fist and behind it is Satan. There is no freedom is sin, its siavery. 


Sometimes your hostage-taker can give you something just to make 
you feei comfortabie, be it a bed, food, medication etc., but those 
things are temporary, those terrorists want you dead. There is some 
pieasure in sin but it is temporary as the Bibie teiis us in Hebrews 
11:25. Don't be fooied by Satan. You might appear to be enjoying 
sinning in the meantime, but just know that it's for a season, it wiii 
come to an end. 

Uitimateiy sin brings about death for the wages of sin is death (read 
Romans 6:23). Not just death in the ordinary sense but there is what 
is caiied the second death which we read of in Reveiation 20:14-15. 
This is when Death and Hades wiii be cast into the iake of fire as weii 
as anyone not found written in the Book of Life. 
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Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you 
do not believe that lam He,you will die inyour sins. John 8:24 


If you keep on clinging to your sins you will die in them and your final 
destination will be the lake of fire. 


Freedom in Christ 

“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 
/ree." John 8:32 


If the Entebbe situation was to end with failure to rescue the 
hostages, it would have been a sad story, however, it didn't end like 
that, help was sent for the people. Ours also is not a sad story, God 
did not leave us on our own, but He so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have everlasting life (John 3:16). Jesus said you shall know 
the truth and the truth shall make you free. When we come to the 
knowledge of the truth, it will break the chains of sin which hold us. 
Truth is the word of God (read John 17:17) and also Jesus Himself is 
the truth (read John 14:6). So when we get the knowledge of the 
word of God and we believe in Jesus Himself, we are freed from sin. 
This is not just about intellectual knowledge of knowing scriptures 
by memory but it goes beyond that. There has to be an intimate, up- 
close relationship between you and the word of God and with Jesus. 
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In as much as Jesus is there to free us from sin, He can only free those 
who are willing to be freed. He cannot force His freedom on a person 
who doesn't want to be freed. It is hard to liberate a happy slave, he 
will resist any form of help offered. As long as you keep on holding 
on to sin and appreciating it without any desire to let go, Christ will 
leave you like that. Jesus said on Revelation 3:20; "Behold, I stand at 
the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will 
come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me." 

Though having powers to break down the door, or get in via wails, 
Jesus knocks at the door. He doesn't force entry. Anyone who hears 
His voice and goes on to open the door by himself/herself, then will 
Jesus come in and dine with that person. Therefore as long as you 
feel no need for the Saviour, Jesus will not force His way into your 
life. If you want freedom from sin, you have to allow Jesus to come in. 


Sin entered the world through Adam, because of that, death which is 
brought about by sin spread to ail men. But we have Jesus who can 
give us eternal life 

“For since by man came death, by Man also came the 
resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ 
all shall be made alive. "1 Corinthians 15:21 -22 


Adam brought us death, but Christ came to give us life. He frees us 
from sin which is the sting of death (read 1 Corinthians 15:56). 
Though a person might die today even if they believe in Jesus, their 
death is not permanent, it is a temporal sleep and they shall be raised 
again to eternal life at the second coming of Jesus. 
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]esus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. John 11:25 


For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. 
And the dead in Christ will rise first 1 Thessalonians 4:16 


Sin brings about death but Jesus brings about eternal life, the choice 
is yours to make. 


Saved From Sin, Not In Sin 

The Israeli commandos’ mission was to free the hostages and take 
them back to Israel and they did exactly that. They were not to free 
the hostages from the jaws of the enemy and leave them there in 
Uganda, no ways, otherwise, they would have been taken hostage 
again and a worse thing could have happened there. When Jesus 
came here on earth, in His mission one of the main objectives was to 
save people from sin. 


"And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name 
JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins." Matthew 
1:21 


The foregoing words were uttered by Angel Gabriel to Joseph, 
informing him about the child (Jesus) which Mary was carrying in 
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her womb. Jesus came to save His people from their sins, take note, 
he didn't come to save people in their sins, but from their sins. Real 
salvation involves not only being forgiven from your past sins but 
being taken out of that sin. Jesus doesn't just forgive you your sins 
but He also gives you the power to stop committing those sins. Just 
like the hostages at Entebbe, they were not just freed from the hands 
of the hostage-takers, but they were given a flight out of the place of 
the hostage. 


Many people want to be saved in their sins, they want Jesus just to 
pardon them of their past wrongs and they resist any other further 
help which God offers to take them out of those sins. Jesus doesn't 
just want to clear your bad record of the past but He also wants to 
change your conduct in the present and the future so that you may 
live a holy life. That’s why He says in Matthew 5:48; "Thereforeyou 
shall be perfect, just as your Father in heaven is perfect." He wants us 
to be perfect, just as God in heaven is perfect. 


The woman caught in adultery 

Let us consider a particular story from the Bible, where a woman was 
rescued by Jesus from the clutches of death which had come about 
because of sin. There are lessons to be learnt with regards to the 
saving power of Jesus and what we ought to do after being saved. 
This story is found in John 8:1-11 and is about a woman that was 
caught in the act of adultery. 


Caught & Exposed 
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As Jesus was in the temple teaching the word of God there came some 
scribes and Pharisees, not to join in the lesson but they came with a 
woman who was caught in adultery. They brought this woman to 
Jesus because she had sinned, rightly so, all sinners need to be taken 
to Jesus. Even we ourselves when we sin we need to go to Jesus 
because He is the One who can cleanse us of all unrighteousness. He 
is the One who can pardon us of our sins and take us out of from the 
pit which we have fallen into. So let every sinner be taken to Jesus in 
prayer. Pray for yourself and pray for those whom you consider that 
they have done wrong to God. Pray that they may be forgiven and 
saved from that sin. Bringing this woman to Jesus was a good move 
but their motive was not right. When we bring people to Jesus let our 
motives be pure. 


The woman was set in the midst, she was put in a position where 
everyone could see her. The scribes and Pharisees had no intention 
to conceal her identity but they wanted to expose her. There is an 
African proverb which says; 'That which has horns cannot be 
concealed in a bundle of grass’, some things cannot be hidden, one day 
they will come out. No matter how hard we may try to conceal our 
sins, as long as we don’t confess them and ask for forgiveness from 
God, they will expose us one day. 
As they set the woman in the midst they said "Teacher, this woman 
was caught in adultery, in the very act. Now Moses, in the law, 
commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?" 
She had been caught in the very act of adultery, these were not 
trumped-up charges or accusations which were based on rumours 
but she was caught red-handed. 
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Condemned to die 


The scribes and Pharisees went on to quote what Moses had 
commanded in the law with regards to what is to be done to a person 
who had been caught in adultery. 


The man who commits adultery with another man's wife, he 
who commits adultery with his neighbour’s wife, the adulterer 
and the adulteress, shall surely be put to death. Leviticus 20:10 

If a man is found lying with a woman married to a husband, 
then both of them shall die-the man that lay with the woman, 
and the woman; so you shall put away the evil from Israel. 
Deuteronomy 22:22 


Sin brings about death as Romans 6:23 says "For the wages of sin is 
death...” The punishment of adultery for this woman was to be 
stoned to death. 

These portions of the law (one of the two or both) were the ones 
which were used by the scribes and Pharisees to condemn this 
woman to death. But if you read those verses carefully you will notice 
that the law specified that both the woman and the man who had 
committed adultery, must all die, yet they just brought in the woman 
but they didn’t bring in the man. In their application of the law these 
people were selective, why did they leave out the man and just 
brought the woman when the law says both must die? 

That is one weakness which humans have when they try to put 
themselves in the seat of God and condemn others, they selectively 
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apply the law. They are ready to judge others but they tend to leave 
out their own sins or the sins of their acquaintances. No wonder why 
Jesus asked on Matthew 7:4 "how can you say to your brother, "Let me 
remove the speck from your eye'; and look, a plank is in your own eye?" 
These folks had planks in their eyes which made them blind to 
apprehending both the man and the woman. 


Over to you Christ 

Having quoted the law in condemning the woman to death, the 
scribes and Pharisees then said to Jesus "But what do You say?" This 
they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to 
accuse Him. it was not a sincere question but it was a test, if Christ 
had told them to proceed with stoning the woman then they would 
have accused Him of not practising the love and forgiveness which 
He teaches, if Christ had told them not to kill her, they would have 
accused Him of disobeying the Law of Moses. These folks thought 
they had put him in a fix, they thought they had cornered him with 
this case. 

There are many today who think they can corner God, they think they 
can put Him in a tight spot. This they try by looking for scriptures 
which seem to contradict each other and they rush to ask children of 
God, 'what do you say about such and such a verse’? This they ask not 
because they are sincerely desiring knowledge about scriptures but 
because they want to find fault and justify why they don't believe in 
God or His word and also to make a mockery of what we believe in. 
But let it be clear that the word of God doesn't contradict itself but it 
is people who give contradictory interpretations. God is not an 
author of confusion, no ways. 
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The scribes and the Pharisees wanted to hear what Jesus had to say. 
Instead of giving them a direct answer Jesus stooped down and 
wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not Jiear. Jesus 
appeared to be deaf to their questions, God sometimes appears not 
to hear when infidels and blasphemers raise their theological 
questions which attack God. It’s only a matter of time, God will 
respond to them. 


Casting the first stone 

As Jesus wrote on the ground He appeared as if He had not heard the 
question that was raised by the woman's accusers. The scribes and 
Pharisees continued asking, they wanted an answer. Then Jesus 
raised Himself and said to them, "He who is without sin among you, 
let him throw a stone at her first." Jesus did not plead with them not 
to kill the woman. He permitted them to do so, but on one condition 
that the first person to throw the first stone must be without sin. 


If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His 
word is notin us. 1 John 1:10 

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. Romans 
3:23 


By the way, these people had also sinned by not fully adhering to the 
law which required them to stone both the woman and the man. 
James 2:10 says "For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet 
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stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.'' 
They had stumbled in one point by not bringing the man but only the 
woman, so they had broken the whole law. Then those who heard 
what Jesus had said, being convicted by their conscience, went out 
one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last, initially, when 
they had caught this woman they had just focused on what the 
woman did without examining their own selves but now they had 
come to realise how sinful they were also. 


From where i come from, when a thief is caught in a public place, 
mob justice usually ensues as people beat up the offender. Among 
those who beat the thief are stealers of other people's wives 
(adulterers), those who steal company’s time doing personal 
business or going on Facebook also make part of the mob which 
assault the thief, not to mention those who steal from God. The guy 
who dodged his former landlord without paying his rent is also there. 
They all team up in beating another sinner and they don't even 
realise that they are just guilty as him. The fact that you sin 
differently from others does not make you a holy person. Your 
standard should not be to compare yourself with others but compare 
yourself with the principles laid down in the word of God. 

Fortunately, their consciences convicted them and they went out one 
by one, no one dared to throw a stone towards this woman. When all 
this was happening Jesus had stooped down again to write on the 
ground. After all the people had gone away, Jesus was left alone, and 
the woman standing in the midst. 
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Go and sin no more 


When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, 
He said to her, "Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one 
condemned you?" She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said to her, 
"Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more." 


The law required that she should be stoned to death but thank Jesus 
who intervened and she was not stoned. Jesus did not condemn her 
for He says “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him might be saved." (John 
3:17). Christ was doing exactly what He had been sent to do, that is 
to save sinners and not to condemn them. One thing of crucial 
importance we need to grasp is that, though the woman was saved 
from the penalty of the law (which is death), it doesn't mean that 
what she did was not a sin and also does not mean that her new 
freedom was a licence to sin. 


Adultery remains a sin even up to today, though it doesn't carry the 
instant punishment of being stoned to death. Though she was left 
free to go, that was not a green light for her to go and commit 
adultery again, that’s why Jesus said SIN NO MORE. Jesus charged 
this woman not to break the law again. When Jesus pardons our sins 
it doesn't mean that we are now free to go and sin again and again, 
but it means we have been freed only from past sins. 


When Jesus freed a man from an infirmity that he had for thirty-eight 
years. He later found him in the temple, and said to him, "See, you 
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have been made well. Sin no more, lest a worse thing come upon you." 
(read John 5:14). Though being freed from the sickness, it was not a 
permit to continue to live in sin, otherwise, some worst thing would 
come upon him if he went back to the path of lawlessness. 


To those who accept the cleansing power of Jesus’ blood, they must 
know that after being pardoned of their sins, they have an obligation 
not to continue in sin. 


Under Grace (not under the law) 


Imagine after all the troubles that the Israeli soldiers went through 
to save the hostages, later on, they hear that one of the hostages they 
had freed decided to flyback to Uganda and surrender himself back 
into the hands of the terrorists. (This did not happen, but just to 
illustrate my point, think if it had played out that way). How would 
you feel if you were the soldier upon hearing such news? 1 would be 
devastated, who does that honestly, surrendering yourself back into 
trouble. That is what many are doing, after being freed by Jesus from 
past sins, they fly back into the mud where Jesus drew them from. 
Some even go on to say we are under grace not under the law as they 
try to justify why they are going back into sin. If we fail to grasp the 
concept of being under grace, we can find ourselves back in that 
which had held us in bondage before. So let’s take time to consider 
what it means to be under grace. 
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Grace means unmerited favour, pardon for sin which we don’t 
deserve. Romans 6:14 says For sin shall not have dominion over you, 
for you are not under law but under grace. Some just take this 
scripture and run with it, but it’s never a wise decision to form a 
belief based on a single isolated scripture, we need to consider what 
other surrounding verses have to say and also what the Bible as a 
whole says with regards to that issue. Indeed Romans 6:14 has made 
it clear that we are not under the law but grace, but let us consider 
the next verse and hear what it has to say. 


What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but 
under grace? Certainly not! Romans 6:15 

We cannot continue in sin (breaking the law) and shout 'we are 
under grace’. It doesn’t work that way. However let it be clear that 
we do not keep the law to be saved, that's wrong. 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should 
boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 


We are not saved by our works of keeping the law, we are saved by 
grace which is obtained through faith. The problem comes when a 
person keeps the law in order to be saved, you would have missed it. 
You are now putting the cart before the horse, yet the horse should 
be the one in the front pulling the cart. Because of sin, we were 
supposed to die but Jesus died on our behalf. If we believe that Jesus 
died for our sins then we must not continue in breaking God’s law 


209 



(sinning). If we love Jesus we ought to keep His commandments as 
John 14:15 says. 
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Chapter 17 - The Blue Berets 


Blue Berets or Blue Helmets are the names often used in reference to 
the United Nations Peacekeeping force due to their light blue berets 
or helmets which they wear. Their role is to help countries to walk 
the difficult path from conflict to peace. The Blue berets are made up 
of soldiers, police and civilians from various countries. One 
successful case of their peacekeeping mission was in Sierra Leone 
where they operated from 1999 to 2005. The UN peacekeepers 
managed to disarm 75,000 ex-fighters including hundreds of child 
soldiers and destroyed more than 42,000 weapons and 1.2 million 
rounds of ammunition. 


As children of God, we are supposed to be peacekeepers, not 
necessarily in the sense of joining the UN peacekeeping force but in 
a much broader sense. 


in one of His beatitudes, Jesus said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, For 
they shall be called sons of God." (Matthew 5:9). Many usually 
consider blessings in the material context, they think someone is 
blessed when they have physical wealth. However, not everything 
expensive and physical is a blessing, some of these things are a 
burden to the owner. Among the list of blessings which Jesus taught 
on the sermon on the mount, there is a blessing of being called a son 
of God which is given to those who are peacemakers. Though we are 
in a war, we only fight against the enemy - the devil and his works - 
but we maintain peace with our fellows (humans). Nevertheless, it is 
unavoidable that sometimes we might offend each other as people. 
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though that should never be deliberate. Having done each other 
wrong, we need to make peace, we need to seek forgiveness or grant 
it, whichever is applicable. 

in this chapter, we will consider passages from the Bible relating to 
two brothers: Jacob and Esau, and from them we will draw lessons 
on how to make peace by either apologizing for a wrong done or 
forgiving a wrongdoer. 


Forgiveness is whereby when someone wrongs you and you decide 
not to charge them for their wrong, nor punish them, nor hold a 
grudge against that person. You waive any negative feeling towards 
that person who has done you wrong. 


The Split 


Esau and Jacob where twin brothers born to Isaac and his wife 
Rebekah. Before they were born. The Lord gave a prophecy to 
Rebekah with regards to her unborn children that the older shall 
serve the younger (Genesis 25:23). in Genesis the 27* chapter, the 
time came when Isaac wanted to bless Esau the older brother, so he 
sent him to the field to hunt game and make him savoury food that 
he may eat before he blesses him. On the other hand, when Rebekah 
heard this, she came up with a strategy of making Jacob pretend to 
be his brother and steal the blessings due to Esau. She wanted to fulfil 
God’s prophecy that the older shall serve the younger in her own 
way. There is a danger when we think that God cannot fulfil His word 
and we try to come up with our shortcuts to bring about what God 
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had promised. We should not doubt God with regards to fulfilling His 
promises, otherwise, we end up trying to fulfil those promises in our 
ways. 


Jacob stole the identity of his brother and went on to receive 
blessings from their Father Isaac, blessings which Isaac wanted to 
bestow on Esau. When Esau became aware of this fraud which was 
done against him, he hated his young brother Jacob and said in his 
heart "The days of mourning for my father are at hand; then I will kill 
my brother Jacob." (Genesis 27:41). 


Esau wanted revenge, he wanted to murder Jacob but was waiting 
for an opportune time when their father is dead and the days of 
mourning are over. There are many today who are plotting revenge 
against those who harmed them but let it be clear with regards to 
what the Bible has to say concerning this issue. 

Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to 
wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says 
the Lord. Therefore "Ifyour enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is 
thirsty, give him a drink; for in so doing you will heap coals of 
fire on his head. “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good. Romans 12:19-21 


It is not our duty to plot or wish harm on anyone who did us wrong, 
revenge is the prerogative of God. If you take it to be your 
responsibility to retaliate against those who did you wrong, then 
what you are indirectly implying is that you are making yourself God, 
because it is Him alone who has the right to execute revenge. 
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The words of plotting revenge by Esau, although he spoke them in 
his heart, they came to the ears of Rebekah. if the evil plots uttered 
in the heart could reach the ears of another human being, surely they 
are very loud and audible in the ears of God. Don’t even entertain 
thoughts of revenge in your heart, for God will know of it. Rebekah 
being aware of what Esau had planned informed Jacob about this plot 
and told him to flee to Laban’s place in Haran. Jacob obeyed and ran 
away and there was the split, the two brothers were now divided. 


Making amends 

it might appear to have been a good idea for Jacob to flee from Esau 
at that time but running away from problems is not the best way to 
solve them. One day your problems will catch up with you, for 
whatever a man sows, that he will also reap. About twenty years later 
as Jacob made his way back to Canaan, he made plans to be 
reconciled with his brother. We need to come to a point where we 
make peace with those whom we have wronged. 


"Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no 
one will see the Lord" Hebrews 12:14 


issues have to be resolved, don’t just ignore them and pretend that 
because it’s been a long time since you wronged that person, so it’s 
now water under the bridge. Twenty years later, Jacob knew that he 
had to pursue peace with his brother. No matter how long it has been 
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since there was a disagreement between you and someone, you need 
to make peace with them. 

"Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there 
remember that your brother has something against you, leave 
your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First, be 
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift." 
Matthew 5:23-24 


Jesus is so serious about His people being in peace with each other 
to such an extent that He tells us to first be reconciled with our 
fellows before we offer gifts to God. So many times we just give gifts 
to God even though we are fully aware that we are not at peace with 
our brothers and sisters. We think that the gift will act as a bribe to 
silence God and He will ignore how bad we treated our fellows. It 
doesn't work that way, be reconciled to your fellows first. 

Start making amends to be reconciled with those whom you 
wronged. Jacob made plans to meet Esau on the 32"'^ chapter of 
Genesis. 


Get others involved 


The last time when Jacob and Esau where at the same place, the latter 
wanted to kill the former, so certainly you would expect an explosive 
encounter when these two were to meet again. Jacob knew very well 
that this meet up he was planning with Esau can turn out bad. To 
avoid a negative encounter, he first sent an advance team of his 
messengers to meet with Esau to warm him up to a positive reunion. 
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Jacob could not leave anything to chance, he gave his messengers 
exact words to say to Esau lest they may be reckless in speech and 
add salt to injury (Genesis 32:3-5). 

Some people whom you did wrong may be so bitter that a meeting 
with them can cause a violent outcome, so what should you do? Get 
others involved to act as pacifiers. 


"Moreover if your brother sins against you, go and tell him his 
fault between you and him alone. If he hears you, you hove 
gained your brother. But if he will not hear, take with you one 
or two more, that "by the mouth of two or three witnesses every 
word may be established. 'And if he refuses to hear them, tell it 
to the church. But if he refuses even to hear the church, let him 
be to you like a heathen and a tax collector. Matthew 18:15-17 


if dialogue fails between just the two of you, don’t call it quits yet. Get 
someone else involved, a neutral party whose aim is to reconcile the 
two of you. if that fails, don’t call it quits yet, call the church to 
intervene, if (s)he refuses to make peace with you then you are no 
longer at fault. God will consider you to have done your part in 
pursuing peace and you are now exonerated, if you are the other 
party who is maintaining a hard stance in refusing to make peace 
even when others have been involved as well as the church, then just 
know that even God Himself will not forgive you your sins (Matthew 
6:14-15). 
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It’s not always best to involve third parties when you have not made 
any effort alone to reconcile with the person whom you have issues 
with. Some matters don’t need to be exposed to third parties. Where 
possible try a one-on-one talk with the other person if it fails then 
engage the help of others. 


Humble yourself 


It takes humility for one to acknowledge that they were wrong and 
apologise. Saying sorry doesn’t mean that you are weak but it shows 
that you are strong. The proud person feels no need to apologise, but 
the humble ones see it as a must. 

"God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humbie." James 

4:6 

Jacob as he sent his messengers, he commanded them, saying, "Speak 
thus to my lord Esau, "Thus your servant Jacob says: "I have dwelt with 
Laban and stayed there until now. I have oxen, donkeys, flocks, and 
male and female servants; and I have sent to tell my lord, that 1 may 
find favor in your sight." (Genesis 32:4-5). Jacob is now referring to 
Esau as his Lord and he considers himself as his servant, he is 
humbling himself like the prodigal son who planned to say to his 
father; 7 am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one 
of your hired servants." 


If there was one person who had every reason to be proud was Jacob. 
He had a prophecy from God that Esau was to serve him, he had 
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acquired great wealth, he had a big family, he even met with angels 
of God (Genesis 32:1). He needed nothing (material) from Esau but 
he understood that there was something so precious which Esau can 
give him which is forgiveness. No matter how mighty and great you 
are as compared to the one whom you offended, be humble enough 
to go and make peace with that person. 

Let me take it to the other end, even when it's you who has been 
wronged and the offender is not forthcoming to apologise, be humble 
and go and make peace with that person. It sounds crazy, doesn't it? 
You are the one who has been wronged, the offender has not 
apologised nor does (s)he acknowledge doing you wrong, why 
should you be the one who goes to him or her to make peace? But 
that’s what God expects you to do. Be the one who stretches out his 
or her hand to reach out to the other person. 


But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us. Romans 5:8 


Jesus died for us before we repented, before we asked for 
forgiveness, he reached out to us. We need to do the same to others. 
Jesus as He was being crucified, his tormentors didn’t even ask for 
forgiveness but He prayed for them: "Father, forgive them, for they do 
not know what they do." (Luke 23:34). It takes humility to pray 
sincerely to God asking for forgiveness for those who wronged you 
even when they haven’t asked for your forgiveness. 
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Some people are so proud and they will never come to say that they 
are sorry, but you are the one who is called by Christ to humility. Be 
the one who takes the first step towards making peace. Do it for your 
salvation and in that way the other person can be drawn to learn of 
Jesus from your humbleness. 


Give others a chance 


The messengers returned to Jacob and told him that Esau was 
coming to meet him with four hundred men (Genesis 32:6). Esau was 
actually going to make an effort to meet with Jacob, the brother who 
stole his identity and blessings. You would have expected him to say 
NO, i don't want to talk to you because you did me wrong, but he was 
willing to give Jacob a chance to meet with him. Let us give others a 
chance to make peace with us whenever we see them making an 
effort to do so. The idea of ignoring their calls, or blocking their 
contacts is not right. Give them a chance and hear what they have to 
say. 


When Jesus taught His disciples how to pray on Matthew 6:9-13, of 
all the things contained in that prayer, the only thing He explained 
afterwards was the issue of forgiveness. This shows how important 
and well connected to prayer this issue is. in the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus 
teaches us to say “...forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors...’’. 
Do we mean it when we say these words, are we forgiving others? 
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Then after the prayer, He goes on to explain “For if you forgive men 
their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. But if you 
do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 
your trespasses" (Matthew 6:14-15). God copies from you how you 
forgive others so that He may forgive you too. if you don't forgive 
those who did you wrong, then God also does not forgive you, but if 
you forgive. He also forgives you. 


Fear Not 


Wait a minute, the Bible said Esau was coming to meet with Jacob 
with an entourage of four hundred men, what are these men for? 
Could it be an army which he had mobilised to fight his brother? By 
the way, the messengers didn't come back with any response from 
Esau with regards to the message which was sent to him other than 
the news that Esau was coming with four hundred men. Probably 
Esau was not coming to make peace but to fight. With that in mind, 
Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed. To prevent or reduce any 
loss which might happen on this encounter, he divided the people 
who were with him into two groups, not for a fight but flight (Genesis 
32:7-8). 


in most cases we are so afraid to make peace with others because we 
are scared of them, we are scared that they might harm us or even 
take advantage of us. But remember God has not given us a spirit of 
fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7). 
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What was done was already done, you cannot change the past but 
you can take charge of the present and the future. You did wrong in 
the past and but it’s now time to make amends, stop being scared. 
Satan will give you all sort of imaginations to make you scared of 
making peace with someone but you need to find strength in the Lord 
to soldier on despite all obstacles. 


Pray about it 

Jacob was scared, but his fear did not stop him from praying but 
drove him to prayer. Let not fear stop you from seeking God in 
prayer. He prayed asking for God to deliver him from the hand of his 
brother (Genesis 32:9-12). 

Before asking for forgiveness from a person, first pray to God that He 
softens the heart of that person. Pray that God gives you the correct 
words and attitude when you offer your apologies. Pray asking God 
to remove any feelings of revenge which that person might be 
having. When God gets involved, that which could have been hard 
and impossible becomes easy and possible. 

Even when you are the one who is supposed to forgive a wrongdoer, 
pray that God helps you. With our own power, we cannot manage. 
Flesh and blood will tell you to revenge or not to forgive your 
offenders, but only the Holy Spirit will enable you to forgive. Are you 
finding it hard to forgive? Ask Jesus in prayer to help you. He is the 
One who promised that if we ask anything in His name. He will do it 
for us (John 14:14). He is the One who taught us that we must forgive 
seventy times seven times (Matthew 18:21-22). He is the One who 
set for us an example at the cross when He forgave His tormentors 
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even before they had asked for forgiveness. If we pray asking for His 
help, He surely knows how to help us. 


Make restitution 


Jacob decided to send a gift to Esau of goats, ewes, rams, milk camels 
with their colts, cows, bulls, donkeys and foals. The animals all in all 
where more than five hundred and fifty in number (Genesis 32:13- 
21). The whole idea of this was to appease his brother. Nevertheless, 
there was no amount of wealth which Jacob could give Esau to make 
right what he did wrong. You can't put a material value to something 
spiritual. This incident might not be the perfect example to drive my 
point home about making compensation. Without necessarily taking 
this incident as an example, when making peace with someone, you 
also have to make restitution or compensation where it applies. 


If there was a fallout between you and someone because you failed 
to pay them back what you owed, then when you apologise make 
sure you pay what is due. Not having money to pay back should not 
stop you from apologizing for the wrong you did, go and apologize 
and at least make a promise to pay what you owe and fulfil that 
promise when you have the means. If the one whom you offended 
decides not to accept your payment but accepts your apology then 
that’s a bonus, but don’t assume that by the fact that they have 
accepted your apology you don’t have to pay back what you owed. 

Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who 

loves another has fulfilled the law. Romans 13:8 
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As a child of God and being the one who has been wronged, you don’t 
have to expect or demand compensation before you can forgive an 
offender. Be considerate, some people do not have the means to 
make financial recompense, even if they have the means, you don’t 
have to demand it. God forgave your sins without you paying 
anything. So if God forgave you for free then you ought also to forgive 
others for free. Freely you have received, freely give (Matthew 10:8). 
Don’t charge for something which God gave you for free. Your 
forgiveness should not come with a price tag, don’t wait for your 
husband to come with a bunch of flowers and a box of chocolates so 
that you can accept his apology. Don’t wait for any restitution before 
you can forgive someone. Just forgive without charging anything, if 
you are to get any compensation from the offender then that’s a 
bonus and if it doesn’t come, just forgive anyway because God did the 
same to you. 


The reunion 

On the 33'’'^ Chapter of Genesis, Jacob and Esau finally met. Esau ran 
to meet Jacob, though Esau was the offended party, he is the one who 
ran towards Jacob. As the two met, Esau embraced Jacob, and fell on 
his neck and kissed him, and they wept. Without speaking any single 
word, the actions by Esau were evidence that he has forgiven his 
brother. Sometimes people claim to have forgiven someone but their 
actions speak otherwise that they have not truly forgiven. Let our 
actions show that indeed we have forgiven those who offended us. 
What a happy reunion it was between the two brothers. 
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Forgive and Forg e t (Remember) but.... 


"Forgive and forget" is a popular phrase which is used by many to 
encourage someone to forgive a wrongdoer and then go on to 
completely forget about the whole issue. It seems easy to just say 
these words to a person who has been hurt, but if you are the one 
who is in pain you will appreciate how difficult it is to forgive a 
person and the hardest part: to forget that they ever wounded you. 
We are not computers where you can select a file and then press the 
shift and delete buttons concurrently and the file is permanently 
deleted without going to the recycle bin. Though we might forgive 
someone, our brains usually keep a record of how bad they treated 
us. It will take a miracle for your memory to be wiped clean of that 
record. 1 believe God can do it for you if you ask for it, but perhaps 
you don't get that miracle, what should you do? If you say you have 
forgiven someone but you still remember what they did to you, does 
it mean that you haven’t truly forgiven them? 

In the end, Esau remembered how Jacob had wronged him but that 
memory did not trigger any negative feelings or feeling of 
retribution. You can still remember what someone did to you but 
true forgiveness means that though you remember what they did, 
you don't bring it up against them, neither does the memory of it 
bring any negative feelings. True forgiveness waives any bad feelings 
even when you remember that event which was once a source of 
pain. 
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Keep on forgiving 


Sometimes you feel like you have forgiven an offender too many 
times and you can’t forgive them anymore. You feel like they have 
been taking advantage of your kindness by continuously offending 
you and coming back to say they are sorry (sometimes they don’t 
even apologise). You begin to ask yourself whether there is a limit to 
this forgiveness thing, is there a cap on the number of times you must 
forgive someone. Peter had a similar question, he asked Jesus; "Lord, 
how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to 
seven times?" 

Peter had a desire to know if there is a cut-off point with regards to 
forgiveness, he was looking for a numerical answer and even in his 
question he seems to be suggesting an answer: “Up to seven times?" 

Jesus answered Peter and said to him "/ do not say to you, up to seven 
times, but up to seventy times seven." (Matthew 18:21-22). Though 
Jesus provided a numerical answer, it doesn't necessarily follow that 
we have to punch on our calculators 70 times 7 and come up with 
490, then you start to make a tally count of offences made a person 
against you and when they reach 490, you no longer forgive him/her. 
No, it doesn’t work that way. Jesus requires us to forgive a 
wrongdoer countless times, once you forgive someone who has 
wronged you, there is no need for you to keep a record. So there is 
no way you can forgive a person 490 times because when it comes to 
real forgiveness there is no record keeping of past offences. 
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Let the law take its course 


With all that being said with regards to forgiveness, there are certain 
offences of a criminal nature which though you might forgive the 
offender, the law must be allowed to take its course. Take for 
instance an adult who sexually abuses a child, such issues should not 
be swept under the carpet in the name of forgiveness. The case has 
to be reported to authorities and allow for a fair trial before the 
courts. Otherwise, if you don't report the matter to the police you are 
breaking the law by obstructing justice and you have become an 
accomplice to the crime by your passiveness. Other members of the 
society are at risk if this person is not taken out of the community. 


Forgiveness doesn't mean you block the person from going to Jail, no 
you can still allow the process to imprison the offender to happen 
but having forgiven them. The purpose of prison is to have them 
rehabilitated before coming back to society. You can still visit that 
person in prison, bring them groceries, bring them gospel literature, 
pray for them and with them. In doing so you become Christ-like. If 
perchance there is a miscarriage of justice and the offender gets 
away with their crime, forgive still. There is judgement from the Lord 
which none will escape from. 

In our dealings with each other, let us remember Hebrews 12:14 
which says "Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which 
no one will see the Lord" 
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Chapter 18 - Big Gun, empty magazine 


Imagine a soldier who goes to war with very powerful guns but with 
empty magazines (the chamber of a firearm which holds bullets). All 
dressed up head to toe with his fancy camouflage, with all the 
military gear you can think of but with a gun without bullets. 
Outwardly that soldier would appear to be very equipped, he looks 
ready for battle and can send shivers down the spines of the enemy 
just by his looks. Those who see him, exercise all caution just to avoid 
being shot. But when the battle starts he will be found wanting, he 
can't even fire a single round of ammunition from his fancy gun 
because the magazine is empty. A soldier with a small pistol with 
bullets is far much better than one with a big gun but without any 
bullet. 


"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like 
whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, 
but inside are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness." 
Matthew 23:27 

The scribes and Pharisees being referred to by Jesus in the preceding 
verse were able to put up an outward show of being very religious 
yet inside they were full of wickedness. Jesus likened them to a tomb 
which appears beautiful on the outside yet inside it's full of dead 
men's bones. It is common for people to portray a good outside 
image but inside their hearts, they are filled with all sorts of 
unrighteousness. There are professing believers who outwardly 
appear to be true followers of Christ, they know what to wear, they 
know how to do their hair, and they know how to give an image of a 
true believer. To the simple eye when they see such people they are 
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quick to conclude that they have seen a true child of God. But God 
Himself who searches what is inside can see that this person is just 
putting up a front, what's inside is the exact opposite of what's 
outside. 


Broad Phylacteries (pronounced - fih-LAK-ter-riz) 


"all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their 
phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their garments." 
Matthew 23:5 


With regards to His commandments, God had instructed the children 
of Israel to bind the laws as a sign on their hand, and they were to be 
as frontlets between their eyes (Deuteronomy 6:8). This instruction 
goes beyond its literal meaning but has deeper spiritual implications. 
As the children of Israel were to meditate upon the word of God, 
there were to live by it and outwardly it would become evident that 
they are worshippers of God. The behaviour of their hands would 
surely be a sign that these people fear the Lord, for these hands will 
not engage in violent activities, nor will they be involved in stealing, 
fornicating or committing any sin. The eyes, will be focused on 
heavenly things and turn away from evil. But the Pharisees of Christ's 
day they just took this instruction at face value, literally. In their 
interpretation (or misinterpretation thereof) they made some little 
scrolls of paper or parchment in which they wrote the law of God and 
bound it on a conspicuous position on their heads and wrists. 
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These strips were known as phylacteries and some made them broad 
than usual, just to portray an outward impression that they were 
very religious, more holy and zealous of the law than others. To this 
end, Christ uttered the words against them on Matthew 23:5 he said 
all their works they do to be seen by men. They make their phylacteries 
broad and enlarge the borders of their garments. 


The broad phylacteries were an outward show which screamed "we 
keep the commandments of God more than all of you", yet they didn't 
do so actually. The broadening of these phylacteries was just meant 
for them to be seen by people to be religious when they were not. 


The Morden Phylacteries 

Today the followers of Christ, unlike the Pharisees, do not wear 
phylacteries but some do have their forms of an outward show which 
they make broad with the same mentality as that of the Pharisees. 

Wearing church uniform is not in itself wrong, but if it is meant to 
give an impression that we are more religious than others than it 
becomes wrong. If our hearts are not covered with the robe of 
righteousness of Jesus Christ, then wearing church uniform will just 
be for an outward display for people to see that we are church 
members yet our names are not recorded in the books of heaven. No 
matter how fancy or well-decorated your church uniform might be, 
that alone will not qualify you for eternal life, you need to be born 
again. 
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Our cars can be plastered with 'bumper stickers’ which proclaim of 
what we believe in or the names of our church or religious leaders. 
But as long as we use those cars to go on evil trips we won’t see 
heaven. No matter how big and well designed the sticker might be, 
but the fact that the car was bought using money which you obtained 
by fraud, these stickers will not make it any right. 


i can wear a t-shirt inscribed with Bible verses but if the word of God 
is not in my heart. I’m just like a soldier with a fancy uniform but 
without a gun. The devil is not scared of how many verses are printed 
on your t-shirt, what scares him is the word of God in your heart 
which you are ready to live by. You can have wrist bands with names 
of prophets, apostles, pastors or any minister of the gospel, but as 
long as those very hands wearing the wrist bands are involved in 
paying or accepting bribes, your religion is just but an outward show. 


With the advancement of technology, one can now post a religious 
message on various social media platforms, be it on WhatsApp, 
Facebook or Twitter yet use that same account for evil purposes. One 
can have a wallpaper of the artistic impression of Jesus yet the 
gallery is flooded with nudes and pornography. What shall it profit a 
man, to have a ringing tone of gospel music when the frequent caller 
is an underage girl whom he is having an extramarital affair with? 
For what will a woman gain by posting devotionals on social media 
but her inbox is loaded with the latest gossip? True devotion to God 
is not just on the digital walls where people can see but it should also 
be behind the scenes where you only can see (and God can see). 
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You can't fool God 


You can put up a front before men and deceive them with your 
outward appearance but never can you fool God. 

The prophet Samuel was sent by the Lord to anoint one of the sons 
of Jesse to be the next king of Israel. As he looked at Eliab he said, 
"Surely the LORD'S anointed is before Him!" But the LORD said to 
Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, 
because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man sees; for 
man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the 
heart." (1 Samuel 16:6-7). Samuel had been deceived by the outside 
appearance of Eliab to such an extent that he was satisfied that he 
was the next king of Israel but God told him no, that’s not him. Surely 
we can deceive each other as humans with outward looks but never 
can we deceive The Lord who looks at the heart. 


In Kings chapter 14, we read of Jeroboam's wife putting up a 
disguise at the instigation of his husband so that no one would 
identify her as his wife as she went to see Prophet Ahijah. This 
prophet was blind because of age; he could not see. But God revealed 
this plot to Ahijah before Jeroboam’s wife even came in. This couple 
wanted to fool people, but God exposed them. 

Ananias with Sapphira his wife sold a possession and they kept back 
part of the proceeds. They brought a certain part of the money and 
laid it at the apostles' feet. But Peter said, "Ananias, why has Satan 
fdledyour heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price 
of the land for yourself? While it remained, was it not your own? And 
after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have you 
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conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to 
God." (Acts 5:1-4). This couple wanted to lie to men, they wanted to 
put on an outward show of being very generous yet they had 
withheld part of the sales proceeds. But God exposed them. 


No matter how much cosmetics we might put, we cannot cover our 
sins. God sees what is really inside us. Yes, we can fool people, but 
never can we fool God who tests our hearts. 
Amaziah did what was right in the sight of the Lord but not with a 
perfect heart (2 Chronicles 25:2). We can do outwardly that which is 
right but if we do not do it with a sincere heart, God will see it. 


What is it that is pushing you to go to church? Is it because you want 
to appear to be spiritual when deep inside you just have an aim to 
win over the heart of that innocent girl. What is pushing you to post 
verses on your Facebook wall, is it because you want the gospel to 
reach the ends of the world or it’s because you just want the "likes" 
which come with such a post. What is it that is causing you to wear 
that wrist band, is it because you want protection which the Pastor 
promised to those who wear the band but deep inside you have no 
love for God. 

You can’t fool God, stop putting up a front and be honest and sincere 
in the things of God. 
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Formalism 


having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such 
people turn away! 2 Timothy 3:5 

Apostle Paul being inspired by the Holy Spirit wrote about the last 
days which we are living in. He said that people will have a form of 
godliness but denying its power. This is the time we are living in; 
many are like soldiers who are carrying guns without bullets. They 
have a form of a weapon but the power is lacking. They have a form 
of godliness but they deny its power, carrying the Bible to Church is 
now a formality but they deny the scriptures which are in that Bible. 
Wearing church uniform to some is now just a formality but 
spiritually they have not put on the whole armour of God as 
prescribed on Ephesians 6. Inviting people to church is now just a 
formality yet we don't mean it and we do it so relaxed. How often 
have you promised to pray for someone but never got to do so? It’s 
now just a formality to promise prayers even if you don't mean it. 
When we pray before eating, it's just a mere recitation of a prayer 
which doesn't come from the heart. 


The devil wants us to feel comfortable in a form of godliness even 
though the real power is lacking. We end up taking everything just as 
a formality which needs to be fulfilled without really considering the 
deeper spiritual implications behind it. It’s good to do good but let’s 
do it with a sincere heart for God searches our hearts. 
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Whatever service you are doing for God, do it wholeheartedly, don't 
do it for the sake of just fulfilling your duty or to remove any guilty 
conscience which comes with neglecting that duty. You are not doing 
God a favour but you are doing it for your benefit, so be sincere. 


You are the salt of the earth 

"You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavour, 
how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be 
thrown out and trampled underfoot by men." Matthew 5:13 


As believers in Christ, we are likened to salt. There are properties of 
salt which we are supposed to have. Firstly, salt brings a change of 
taste into that which it has been added to. As believers, we are 
supposed to bring a change of taste to those who surround us. People 
are supposed to see the goodness of the Lord through our influence. 
Secondly salt acts as a preservative, it is used to preserve foods 
especially meat from going bad. We are supposed to be the same, we 
are supposed to preserve the morals and godliness of those around 
us so that they don't go bad. However, as Jesus said, if the salt loses 
its flavour, how shall it be seasoned, it becomes good for nothing. If 
Salt loses its saltiness it will be just like a gun without bullets, it 
doesn't serve its intended purpose. 


If we lose our virtues as followers of Christ and we remain with the 
outward appearance only, we will be like salt which has lost its 
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flavour. It is good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot by men. 


Let us not lose our flavour, may our outward look be matched by our 
inward character. Don't just look like a follower of Christ but be one. 
Don't just look holy but be Holy. The verses you post on your social 
media platform, let them be your guide on how you live your life. As 
much as you wear your church uniform, be also dressed spiritually 
with the whole armour of God. 
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Chapter 19 - The Dress Code 


In war, soldiers dress in a particular way which fits them for battle. 
From head to toe, each piece of clothing is designed with war in mind. 
Camouflages, bulletproof vests and helmets are some common items 
worn by soldiers in war. We are in a spiritual war; our dressing is 
also supposed to be spiritual. However, our physical dressing 
matters in this war. There is a particular way which a child of God 
must be dressed 


In the beginning 

After Adam and Eve had sinned by eating the fruit from the forbidden 
tree, they knew that they were naked. To cover their nakedness, they 
sewed fig leaves together and made themselves coverings (Genesis 
3:7). The first thing that a human being invented after sin was 
something to wear. The idea to get dressed was good but the material 
which they used was poor, surely how can you cover your body with 
leaves of all the things? Mankind’s design of dressing was not that 
decent from the beginning. Then came God, He was not satisfied with 
the tailoring efforts of the couple. In place of those leaves, God made 
for them tunics (coats) of skin and clothed them (Genesis 3:21). That 
was much better. Clothes became the first thing that God made for 
humans after they had sinned. No matter having sinned, God was 
concerned with the dressing of His creation. Even today when the 
world is full of sin, God is still concerned with how His creation 
dresses. 
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On their own, Adam and Eve couldn't dress properly, fig leaves were 
their choice but not God's. Even us today, on our own we can't dress 
well, we need the guidance of God. From fig leaves to coats of animal 
skin, that can be summarised in one word: DECENCY. The Lord God 
clothed our parents after they had sinned yet we work so hard to 
undress ourselves today and go out into the public naked. We pay so 
much just to uncover ourselves, do the maths and you will see that it 
costs more money to buy revealing clothes, "the fig leaves type", and 
it's cheaper to buy clothes which properly cover our bodies. 


Know Who you are 


Before you get dressed you must know who you are, you must know 
your identity, this will help you in making the right choice on what 
to wear. We are in a war, soldiers and civilians don't dress the same, 
the moment you know that you are a soldier, your dressing will 
show. 


“But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation. His own special people, that you may proclaim the 
praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His 
marvellous light;" 1 Peter 2:9 

As a child of God, you are royalty. Take time to consider those of the 
royal family of this world, they don't just dress anyhow but they 
dress nobly, what more us children of the Most High God? Surely our 
standards must be higher. We are a royal priesthood, the priests in 
the Bible had their dressing prescribed by the Lord God Himself. If 
we read the whole chapter of Exodus 28, God gives details of what 
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the priests were to wear, but I want to emphasize verse 2 which says 
“And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory 
and for beauty." 

These priestly garments were to serve two purposes, for glory and 
beauty. Let our dressing also be guided accordingly. Unfortunately, 
nowadays many just dress for beauty and ignore the glory part. 
Inasmuch as we want to look good let us put first the glory of God. 
The way we dress is supposed to glorify God rather than bringing 
people to question our religion. 


“Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all 
to the glory of God." 1 Corinthians 10:31 


Ever 3 ^hing we do is supposed to glorify God (not to glorify 
ourselves), our dressing should glorify God. So, the next time you 
choose something to wear before you consider how good you might 
look in it, ask yourself whether it will cause God to be glorified by 
you wearing it. 

Your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom 
you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were 
bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your 
spirit, which are God's. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 

Indeed, our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit and as such the way 
we present them in how we dress must show that these are temples. 
Let there be a clear distinction between a temple of God and any 
other building in general. 
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Mistaken Identity 


Imagine you need help as you have just been robbed at gunpoint. As 
you move away from the crime scene you meet a police officer (you 
know he is a cop by the way he is dressed). You feel so relieved and 
quickly tell him what has just happened to you in the expectation that 
he will chase after the criminals or use his radio to raise a B.O.L.O (Be 
on the lookout for). To your surprise he says no he can’t help you 
because he is not a policeman, he is just a civilian putting on a cop’s 
uniform. How much disappointed will you be? When you thought 
you had found help but it turns out to be a case of mistaken identity 
simply because of dressing. In most jurisdictions, it is a criminal 
offence to wear the uniform of an officer of the law when you are not 
one. 


As a child of God, don’t cause confusion by wearing that which causes 
people to mistake your identity. My sister, don’t wear dressing which 
will cause kerb crawlers to mistake you for a prostitute. My brother, 
don't dress in a way which will cause the cops to mistake you for 
some hooligans who just mugged an old lady. The world is mistaking 
our identity because of how we dress. 


Judah saw her daughter-in-law Tamar and mistook her for a 
prostitute and even went on to hire her for her 'services’. How on 
earth did this man fail to identify that this woman was her daughter- 
in-law? It was because of her dressing. The Bible says when he saw 
her, he thought she was a harlot because she had covered her face 
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(Genesis 38:15). The harlots of that time or location had a particular 
way of covering their faces which made them to be identified as 
harlots. Even today there is a particular way of dressing which 
causes one to be identified with lewdness and immorality. 


Proverbs 7:10 talks about a woman with the attire of a harlot, 
meaning there is a certain type of dressing for harlots. Unfortunately, 
it is now difficult to separate the dressing of harlots and the dressing 
of the children of God, because the latter seems to be copying the 
former. Professing Christians are now wearing that which is used to 
identify people of the world who do not fear The Lord. 


You are not a strip dancer, so stop dressing like one. 


Abstain from every form of evil (1 Thessalonians 5:22) 


There are also deceivers from the world, who are creeping into the 
church, wearing decent clothes and appear to be sincere believers. 
Yet they aim to lure followers of Christ and take them away. Be 
warned also, not everyone who dresses like a Christian is one. Some 
are just wolves in sheep clothing. Like Jacob, they dress in Esau’s 
clothes to pretend to be Esau and take any blessing which accrues to 
the identity of Esau (Genesis 27:15-16) 
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Demon inspired Fashion 


In Genesis, we read of how God dressed mankind, but remember we 
are in a war of good and evil. God is on the good side, and Satan is the 
originator of evil. The devil always tries to fight what God made, he 
causes people to lose their sense of morality and shamefacedness 
and pushes them to expose their bodies especially their delicate 
parts. 


On Luke 8:27 we read of a man who had a legion of demons who 
wore no clothes. Demon possession led him to nakedness. To make 
matters worse, he didn't live in a house but in the graveyard. If he 
was to be naked in his house there wasn't going to be a problem, but 
the fact that he went out into a public place stark naked, there is a 
problem. If you want to be naked and dress in ail sorts of indecency, 
do it in your home where no one sees you or in the sight of your 
husband or wife. Don't expose your private property to the public. 

So, there we had a demon-possessed man who walked around naked, 
(by the way, the issue of dressing is not only to do with women but 
even men also, this is a man recorded in the Bible who went around 
naked). This man met Jesus and was delivered from the demons 
which had tormented him for a long time. After being delivered by 
Jesus we read of this man on Luke 8:35 that he was now sitting at the 
feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. 


The demons were cast out, so was the nakedness, he was now 
clothed. As long as some people are demon-possessed, they will 
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continue in their nakedness, no amount of lessons will make them 
see that what they are doing is wrong, it will only take deliverance in 
the name of Jesus for the demons to go for them to now appreciate 
that they have to dress properly. This man was now sitting at the feet 
of Jesus, clothed, those that seat at the feet of Jesus will see their need 
to be properly clothed. The man was also in his right mind, those that 
are in their right mind will cover their nakedness. 


Deliverance from the influence of demons by Jesus left this man 
clothed. True deliverance from the control of Satan by Jesus will 
leave a person in proper dress code fitting for a child of God. As Peter 
was delivered from prison by God's Angel, before he could leave his 
prison cell the angel said to him "Put on your garment and follow me." 
(Acts 12:8). The angel couldn’t allow Peter to go out into the public 
without his garment, the angel of the Lord was not to have a naked 
person following behind him. 


If we profess that we are children of God, The Holy Spirit resides in 
us and we are not controlled by devils, then let our dressing testify 
to that. 


Be considerate of others 

No man is an island, we don't live in vacuums, we live in different 
societies with people. As such, let us be considerate about others. 

Let each of you look out not only for his own interests but also 
for the interests of others. Philippians 2:4 
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When you dress, don't be selfish but think about others. Yes, you feel 
comfortable in that body-hugging dress, you feel comfortable in 
exposing your cleavage but be considerate of the weaker brethren. 
Jesus said on Matthew 5:28; whoever looks at a woman to lust for 
her has already committed adultery with her in his heart, isn't your 
dressing causing men to look lustfully at you? Of course, some men 
will look lustfully at you even if you dress decently but, in that case, 
you have no sin. But if you wilfully dress in a way which causes them 
to drool at you, then you have become a temptation. 


"It is impossible that no offenses should come, but woe to him 
through whom they do come! It would be better for him if a 
millstone were hung around his neck, and he were thrown into 
the sea, than that he should offend one of these little ones." Luke 
17:1-2 


Offences will always come, people will always look lustfully at the 
opposite sex (even at the same sex), but woe unto him who brings 
these temptations. Woe unto those who dress in a way which causes 
others to be tempted. 

The Lord’s prayer has the line “deliver us from evil and lead us not into 
temptations", are we not ourselves being evil to others and leading 
them into temptation by how we dress? Don't lead others into 
temptation by an improper dressing. 
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The outside is a reflection of the inside 


Many will argue that their dressing doesn’t matter as long as their 
hearts are right with God and they go on to justify that the Lord looks 
at the heart, not at the outward appearance. The Lord indeed looks 
at the heart. However, you must know that your outward appearance 
is a reflection of the heart. If your heart is right with the Lord then 
your dressing must show. 

For out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. A good 
man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good 
things, and an evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth evil 
things. (Matthew 12:34-35). 

When a person speaks, we can see what is in the heart. The outside 
(the voice we hear) is a reflection of the inside (the heart which is the 
source of these words). Where there is a good treasure in the heart, 
the outside will show and vice versa when there is an evil treasure in 
the heart the outside will also show. If there is a good treasure in 
your heart the outside appearance will show, but if the heart is filled 
with the mentality of a night club stripper or belly dancer, this will 
be revealed in the outward dressing. 


Don't just follow your heart but follow the biddings of the word of 
God because the heart is deceitful above all things 
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Let there be a clear line 


Romans 12:2 tells us not to be conformed to this world, we are not 
there to copy the fashion patterns of the world. 1 John 2:15-17 says 
"Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the 
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world- 
the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride oflife-is not of 
the Father but is of the world. And the world is passing away, and the 
lust of it; hut he who does the will of God abides forever." 

We are not to love the fashion of this world which our flesh lusts 
after, which our eyes lust after and in the we develop the pride of life, 
it's all passing away but if we do the will of God we will abide forever. 


Let there be a clear line of how one who fears God dresses and one 
who does not. Let there be no confusion with regards to dressing. 

A woman shall not wear anything that pertains to a man, nor 
shall a man put on a woman's garment, for all who do so are an 
abomination to the LORD your God. Deuteronomy 22:5 

Let a man be a man be a man and a woman be a woman, and their 
dressing should set them apart. 


Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, 
0 you of little faith? (Matthew 6:30). if God is in the business of 
clothing mere grass which is later thrown in the fire, of course. He is 
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much more in the business of dressing of those who will inherit 
eternal life, but He can only do so if you allow him. Surrender your 
passions to Him, ask Him in prayer to guide your choice of dressing, 
even when you go shopping for what to wear or to the tailor to have 
something made for you, pray about it, ask the Holy Spirit to help you 
in your choices. 
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Chapter 20 - Captured at War 


During the war, some soldiers can get captured by the enemy forces 
and are held as prisoners of war. In the First World War, it is 
estimated that about eight million men surrendered to the enemy 
and were held as prisoners of war. These captured people are at a 
place where they don’t want to be, they are in the wrong camp, they 
know where freedom is, they know where they want to be at, but 
unfortunately, they can't go there because they are restricted by the 
circumstances and people who are holding them as prisoners. 


In the war against evil, some people are held by Satan through 
various means as prisoners of war. Once someone is caught in that 
trap, they cannot move to the truth, they cannot make a move to 
salvation, they remain stuck till they die or till an external force 
comes to their rescue. Prisoners of war are stripped of their weapons 
(if they have any), such is the situation with those held as prisoners 
by Satan, they are unarmed and are unable to fight in this spiritual 
warfare. In this chapter, we shall learn about three common traps 
which Satan uses to entrap humans and make them his prisoners. 


Prisoner of Positions 

Nevertheless, even among the rulers many believed in Him, but 
because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they 
should be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the praise of 
men more than the praise of God. John 12:42-43 
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Jesus preached the word of God and performed many miracles but 
unfortunately, many Jews did not believe in Him. Some people are 
like that, they choose not to believe though the word of God has been 
preached to them and all has been done that they might be saved but 
they still reject salvation. Though some Jews did not believe in Jesus, 
some among them did believe. The Bible records that among the 
rulers, many believed in Him. Despite being all Jews, yet some 
believed in Jesus and some didn't. People might all belong to a 
particular group but when it comes to matters of faith, they can hold 
different beliefs. A group of people can profess to be in a particular 
religion yet they don't believe in the same things. People can all 
profess to be Christians yet some believe in Jesus and some do not 
truly believe in Him. That’s is why Jesus Himself said on Matthew 
7:21; “Not everyone who says to Me, "Lord, Lord/ shall enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven." 


Some of the Chief rulers did believe in Jesus, they didn’t join the 
bandwagon of others who rejected Christ. Be that as it may, those 
chief rulers did not confess Him (Jesus) because of the Pharisees, 
they were afraid of being kicked out of the synagogue. Despite 
believing in the truth, they were scared of speaking it out lest they 
would be dis-fellowshipped or dismembered by those who didn’t 
believe. It’s quite a sad scenario, the fear of people (Pharisees) made 
the Chief rulers not to confess their true belief in Jesus. 


Take note, these were people who held positions in the church, they 
were chief rulers. Therefore, they assumed that once they confess 
that they believe in Jesus, they would be put out of the church and 
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that means they would lose also their positions which they held. 
Therefore, they decided not to confess Jesus, they were prisoners of 
their religious positions. The Bible goes on to say “For they loved the 
praise of men more than the praise of God." (John 12:43). Such 
positions came with respect and prestige, with these positions they 
would get greetings in the market place and be called by high titles, 
they would get the uppermost seats at feasts and chief seats in the 
synagogue. The thought of losing all that by confessing that they 
believed in Jesus made them remain silent and appear like they don't 
believe in Christ yet deep inside they did. 


Similar situations are common today, some people believe in Jesus 
but they don't confess Him because they are scared of losing the 
positions which they hold in their respective religions. There are 
people who have posts in religions which don't believe in Jesus Christ 
yet they personally believe in Him, but for them to openly confess 
Christ, they cannot because they are afraid of losing their positions. 
Then we have another group of people who belong to some Christian 
church denominations where they profess to believe in Jesus but the 
whole truth is not preached or accepted. There is a mixture of truth 
and error in those denominations, some of the doctrines are contrary 
to what the Bible teaches. God always sends His light to reveal the 
truth to people who are in such churches. Some heed the light and 
decide to follow the truth than to follow misleading doctrines. 
However, some who are in there, who despite knowing the truth, 
they remain stuck in lies and error because they don't want to lose 
the church positions which they hold once they are kicked out. 
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He is scared of losing the title of being called elder, so he won't make 
that decision of confessing the truth lest he is cast out, (s)he is scared 
of losing the position of being a deacon, a pastor, a youth leader, 
women's leader, so (s)he won't confess the truth they know because 
they want to hold on to their church positions. By the way, some of 
these positions have no monetary rewards in them, people just work 
for free yet they are willing to let go of Christ while they hold onto to 
unpaid titles, what a shame. Even if the positions come with 
monetary rewards, how much money can a person take in exchange 
for a loss in salvation, Jesus asked on Matthew 16:26 For what profit 
is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and loses his own soul? Or 
what will a man give in exchange for his soul? No church position or 
title is worth you sacrificing your relationship with Christ. 


Satan is in the business of imprisoning people using church positions 
in denominations where there is no truth. The moment when such 
people realise where truth is, they have a dilemma, there are stuck 
between a rock and a hard place. They have to decide whether to 
remain in that church where there is no truth but they hold positions 
or whether to go to where truth is but lose their church positions. We 
ought to look at the bigger picture, yes the smaller picture might 
show like you are suffering a loss but in the bigger picture, you are 
gaining eternal life. 

But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for 
Christ. Yet indeed 1 also count all things loss for the excellence 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I 
may gain Christ Philippians 3:7-8 
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We all must come to a point where we are prepared to suffer losses 
in things which separate us from Christ so that we may gain Christ 
Himself. 


/ had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to 
dwell in the tents of wickedness. Psalms 84:10 (b) 

it is way much better and blessed to be just an ordinary church 
member or hold a low position in the eyes of men like being a 
doorkeeper, but being in the right place than holding high positions 
in places of error. Let not ranks and titles conferred to you by man 
stop you from confessing the truth of God. 


Therefore, whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also 
confess before My Father who is in heaven. But whoever denies 
Me before men, him 1 will also deny before My Father who is in 
heaven. Matthew 10:32-33 


Prisoner of Possessions 

On Matthew 19:16-22, one young man came to Jesus and asked Him, 
"Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?" 
This young man had a noble desire to have eternal life and went to 
Jesus seeking answers on how he could attain this. Christ then told 
him that if he wanted to enter into life, he had to keep the 
commandments. The young man had another question, he sought for 
clarification with regards to which commandments he was supposed 
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to keep. Jesus said, "You shall not murder/ "You shall not commit 
adultery/ "You shall not steal,' "You shall not bear false witness,' 
"Honor your father and your mother,' and, "You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself'" The young man said to Him, "All these things 
I have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?" ]esus said to him, "If 
you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." But when the 
young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had 
great possessions. 

This young man kept the law, he didn't murder, he didn't commit 
adultery, he didn't steal, he didn't bear false witness, he honoured his 
parents, he loved his neighbours as he loved himself but there was 
one thing he was not willing to let go off to obtain eternal life, that 
was his wealth. He was not ready to part ways with his material 
possessions to follow Jesus. In his estimation, he weighed eternal life 
against his wealth and concluded that his possessions where of more 
value than eternal life so he chose rather keep his assets and let go of 
eternal life. 


Many people today are in this predicament, they are entangled by the 
golden chain of material possessions and it restricts them from 
serving God fully. They are prisoners of their possessions. When 
there is a conflict between doing what God requires from them and 
what they have to do to get or keep their wealth, they choose to 
disobey God so that they can earn an extra dollar. Let it be clear that 
money in itself is not evil, the Bible says in 1 Timothy 6:10; "For the 
love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some have strayed 
from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with 
many sorrows." What is evil is not money in itself but the love of it. 
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The moment you are prepared to get money in ways which God does 
not approve, or the moment you prioritize money before God then 
that is evil. As Paul said to Timothy, some have strayed from the faith 
in their greediness, surely many are getting lost because of the love 
of material gain. 


GOD can make a person rich materially, in fact, the Bible says in 
Proverbs 10:22, The blessing of the LORD makes one rich, And He adds 
no sorrow with it. The young ruler had riches but went away 
sorrowful because he refused to accept what Jesus had told him. 
Wealth without God only brings sorrow to one’s life. There might 
appear to be some instances of happiness but as long as you don't 
have Christ there is unhappiness. One rich man by the name of King 
Solomon said; "Better is a little with the fear of the LORD, Than great 
treasure with trouble." Proverbs 15:16 


But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added to you. Matthew 6:33 

We need not worry about what we shall eat, what we shall put on 
because God provides. Jesus bids us to seek first the Kingdom of God 
and His righteousness and all these material things will be added to 
us. Do not try to change the order which Jesus laid out by seeking 
material things first and then looking for the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness afterwards. The devil will entangle you with wealth to 
such a point that you will find it difficult to follow Christ and forgoing 
your possessions just like what the young man did. 
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Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such 
things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave 
you nor forsake you." Hebrews 13:5 


Prisoners of People 


Still, another said, "I have married a wife, and therefore I 
cannot come." Luke 14:20 


In one parable which Jesus taught on Luke 14:16-24, a man prepared 
a great supper and invited many. Those who were invited started to 
make excuses when they were called to attend the function. One man 
said that he had married a wife and therefore he was not able to come 
to the feast. There is great marriage supper of the Lamb which Jesus 
is inviting all of us to attend in the Kingdom of Heaven (Revelation 
19:9). However, some will not make it to this feast because of various 
excuses and chief among them is because of their relationships with 
other people. The man in Christ's parable could not come to the feast 
because he had a new wife, his spouse was now a stumbling block for 
him to attend the supper. 


If you marry wrong, you can end up with a spouse who will lead you 
to compromise the relationship that you have with God. There will 
be instances where you are forced to choose on whether to please 
your wife/husband and disappoint God in the process or please God 
and disappoint your wife/husband. You are in a marriage trap which 
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prevents you from serving God fully. To avoid this, to those who are 
not yet married, do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers (2 
Corinthians 6:14). Get into marriage with someone who shares the 
same faith with you so that they will not strain your relationship with 
God but they will help to strengthen it. If you are already in a 
marriage where your spouse is some kind of a snare which traps you 
from serving God, do not seek to be freed from the marriage itself, 
but rather put God first all the time. 


He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of 
Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not 
worthy of Me. Matthew 10:37 


Not only can marital relationships entrap people and prevent them 
from serving God, but even family relationships can also do the same. 
A parent can try to control his or her child in such a way that the child 
ends up not following the truth as revealed in the word of God. I’m 
writing not of kids who are under the custody of their parents but of 
situations where a grown-up adult is scared to get baptised into the 
church because they are afraid of what their parents will say. Of 
course, we have to honour our parents, but remember Ephesians 6:1 
says Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. We must 
obey our parents 'in the Lord’ meaning as long as what you are 
required to do is in line with what God’s word says, then you must 
do it. However, when your parent asks you to do something which 
the Bible forbids then that becomes wrong. God is above every 
human authority. Honour your parents, provide for their welfare, do 
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all that you can to keep them well but never should their word be 
above the Word of God. 


We must not allow any relations, whether marital; extra-marital; 
friendship; business etc. to act as a trap which holds us from not 
following the truth. 

And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There is no 
man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or 
mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for my sake, and the 
gospel's. But he shall receive an hundredfold now in this time, 
houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, 
and lands, with persecutions; and in the world to come eternal 
life. Mark 10:29-30 


Appeal 

Various circumstances and people can be used by the devil to trap us 
so that we do not follow God wholly. But we need to make sacrifices 
and let go of all these things which hold us, prisoners. The decision 
might not be easy but it has to be made. The Bible records in Hebrews 
11:24-25 that: "By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to 
be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter; Choosing rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for 
a season;" 

This was no easy decision to make for Moses, he let go of the 
relationship which he had with Pharaoh's daughter, he could have 
been the next Pharaoh, he lost the material rewards which came with 
being Pharaoh’s grandson. He chose to lose all that in exchange of 
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suffering affliction with the people of God. 
Though he lost the things of this world, he secured for Himself a place 
in Heaven. In the New Testament, we even read of him appearing on 
the Mount of Transfiguration with Elijah and Jesus (Matthew 17:2- 
3). The sacrifices you make to follow Christ are not in vain, God will 
reward you. 

Wartime is not pleasure time, there are sacrifices to be made. Don’t 
be trapped by Satan, for Jesus is there to free you from entrapment. 
Great rewards await those who will come out victorious. 


You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ 2 
Timothy 2:3 
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